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Home News's

BILLY GRAHAM'S CAMPAIGN

In June, Billy Grzham; the American evangelist, is starting a ncw campaign

in Britain to win back the pagan British to Christianity.

His London based campaigh

committce, headed by industrialist Lord Lukc, has raised somec &300,000 to pay for it.
This sum has been raiscd by special appeals to wealthy. industrialists, in addition to the

usual appeals to supporting denominations.
Beligion a Money Spinncr  The Protestant

' evangelicel
churches may not dispose of the cnormous
regources of the Roman Catholic Church when
it comes to missionary work of this kind,
but nevertheless the sum raised for this
coming campaign cannot b sniffed at. The
secular movement in Britain by comparison
could not raise 300,000 pence, let =lone
vounds sterling. It is, howover, signif-
icant that the evangclical churches are
feeling the effect of the movemcnt away
from the churchcs, which is shown by small
congregations and near static - and in many
cases a declining church membership and
thus of their financial incowmec.  But it is
unlilkely that thce highly personaliscd Billy
Graham campaign will stop the drift. For
the movement of the times is csscntially
agalinst the fundamenizlist approach to
Christianity. True, gains. in converts
will bc announced. But how many of those
who rcspond to the emotional apncals which
will be made and join onc.of. thc churches
participating in the campaign will retain
their membership for any length of time?

What is it that:
Billy Graham has
got that all the other British clergy lack?
It cennot bc said that he is a 'great"
precacher like Spurgeon was in the. last
century, for examplc. Nor docs hc show a
positive responsc to the great social
problems of the day. Nor can it be said
that he cven tries to make his own partic—
ular brand of Christianity of intcrest to
intelligent people. He is, of course,
photogenic and has a certain amount of
personal charm. But that is about all.

Billy Graham's Apneal

Good Organisation

succeeds in getting the
tremendous zudicnces that he doecsy partic-—
uarly in the US?  Undoubtedly thc secret
of his success is not his 'mcssage!" but
the fact that he is backed by an extremcly
well-oiled machine. His serviccs and -
rallies are packed by the "faithful" who
are brought by ccach or special train to
attend. o :

How is it then that he

. the Billy Grabam tcam."

It is thcsc supporting local church groups
who canvass and bring along the potential
"econverts" who publicly demonstrate that
they are "saved" to impress the press, the
TV and stray individuals who attend out of
curiosity. Not only arc mass rallies
being held in largc auditoriums, but link-
ups by closcd circuit tclevision are laid
on in smaller towns and ccntres. How
costly thesc can be is shown by the report
that supporting churchmen in:Glasgow have
abandoncd their planncd link-up campaign
becausc it is too costly. The Rev. George
Duncan of St. Gecorge's church stated: '
"We fecl the outlay would te too grcat.
Therc is no auditorium in Glasgow which
can hold morc than 3,000 pecople." The
cost of the closcd circult link—up campaign
for this city = £8,000!
World Aflamc  As part of the campaign,
two new books have becn
published, the first an authoriscd
biography by John Pollock and the second,
the "World Aflame" which contains Billy
Graham's "sermons!. This hag had a print
of 400,000 and 100,000 have alrcady becn
sold beforc publication, it is claimed.
It is an extrcmely dull book by all accounts,
as can be imagined, but no doubt tho
faithful will find some "spiritual
gustenancc in it. Even the Archbishop of
York,; Dr Coggan in rcviewing it was
constrained to say that Billy Graham was
"g conscrvative in Biblical matters."

- Small wondor, since<he rejects cvolution

and acccpts tho Garden of Eden story
"becausc it is in thc Holy Bible" and this
in this scicntific age. A1l this, no.
doubt, must bc uscful ammunition for the
cvangclical parsons, who dclight in the
fundamentals without trimmings. But what
is not quitec so dclightful to these
"eavieg" of thc Protestant Churches is
the news that Roman Catholic support is
now being given to Billy Grabham, which as
Mr Pollock his biography says: '"could |
opcn a whole new cra in the ministry of
We may yet sce
Billy visiting the Popel ~
J. Thomas.
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BDITORIAL:

Why The Sccular Leaguct?  Therc has been a

.sceular—freethought
movement for as long as mankind has bcon able
to trace his past. It has not always had a
name. Indced, it is only in the fairly
reccent historical past that a name has bcen
necessary. We do not requirc a noun to
describe men with only one hecad any morc than
we have a real usc for a noun to describc the
man who honestly rccogniscs his scnsc
porceptions and truthfully rclates them, for
that i&, at rock bottom, all that a scoular—
ist really is., An honest man!  Just that.
A person who only knows what he knows and no
more. And if theologian or savant want to
tcll him that without an absolute deity to
hook his honesty to, then he rcquircs an act
of faith, in the same way as the Christian
alleges he does, he retorts merely that he is
preparcd to amend hig statcment to rcad that.
he thinks that he knows, or as Ambrose Bierce
amended the cclcbrated "I think thercfor I
am" of Doscartes — "I think that I think,
therefore I think.that I am.™ -

In short, whatever limitations of knowlcdge
bind the sccular frec—thinker — or honcst and
truthful pcrson — to give him his full title -
arc oqually binding on the thecologian. That
ig, freoethought ends where dceccption begins
and religion bcgins where truth cnds.
Thercfore at best, rcligion is the inability
to fzeo up to thc fact that human knowlcdge

is notinfinitc, and at worst, the cxploitation

of human ignorancc. In fact, it is, of
coursc, both of thcsc at onccs every
permutation of ignorance cxploiting stupidity
to stupldity exploiting ignoranccs that is

" Christianity. And the concept that a
_special noun is rcquired for thosc who fall

outside of this is a sad indictment of human
socicty, for as stated, thc Christian is not
the two—hcaded man he thinks hc is — mcrely
a pathetic little cripple, whosc diseasc is
that hc rcfuses to bclicve that he 1s a real,
so0lid finite flesh and blood material human
being likc the rest of us — the Pagliaci of
philosophy and the Quasimodo of rcason.

If historically thecre has cver cxisted a

freothought movement, as long as religions
did not possess great temporal power,
their existence was unsecn and unsung for
the obvious rcason that roligions which
arc always regressions from scoularism,
invariably claim to bs evolutions from
secularism. That is, thorc was no one who
had not had mcasles beforc there was somc—
onc who had had measles. But if the
majority of the pcople. in the world gect
measlos, then it is easior to invent a
name for thosc who have not got it.

The analogy with religion comparcd to
a diseasc likec measles is of coursc not a
truc onc. A true analogy would be, if
thosc who had say mecaslcs, taught evcryonc
clsc that they had it from childhood,
whother they rcally did or mot. of
coursc, if you did this, thc majority of
pcople would cither oventually rcalisc that
this was not truc, or mot think too much
about it, ncither really knowing or caring
what measlos actually was. The analogy
now with Christianity in Gt. Britain is
very accurato. Bxcopt that we can carry
it onc stage further. Not only are most
of us not Christians, but ncithcr are most
of us apathetic porsons who do not care
cither way. For this is an claborate
and carcfully nurturcd untruth that can
hawe bubt onc purpose.

We are all led to believe by thc combin-—
¢d resourccs of the pulpit, prcss, ncws—
papcrs, radio, TV and othor moans of
cstablishmont propaganda, that whilst we
ourselves arc not belicvers, most of our
necighbours arc — or at very lecasty would
be hurt and indignant if we attompted to
deprive thom of the "moral' tcaching that
stems from Christianity. From this we
can draw only two conclusions. The first
is, that the "morality" or inculcation of
certain bchaviour pattorns are of great
service to thc status quo. The sccond
is, that a minority, wish to counvince us
that their will, that, they clearly wish
to impose upon us; thc majority, is
rcally what we want for oursclves.

In order to combat this, the Secular
Lcaguc has becn formed, but elearly it is
impossible in the spacc of one articlc to
give more than a bricf outline of onc
facct of what we regard as our function,
and later issucs of Iconoclast will have
to deal with matters morc fully.

Donations: The Seccular League will pay
postage or other carriage
charzcs on donations of frecthought
rationalist or othor books for 2ithcr our
library or litcraturc fund. Ve will also

_acccpt moncy for the above Purposc. All

monctary donations should be accompanicd
by instructions for purposc donatcd and
all contributions will bec acknowlodgcod.
Send to: Mr J.h. Millar, Scerctary, 139;
Elm Rd, Ncw Maldcn, Surrcy.
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Policy Comment ¢

by F.A. Ridley.

TWO SECULARIST TRADITIONS (1) — THE BOURGEOIS

The modern secularist and freethinking movement may be sald to date chronologically
from the two great social revolutions of the 18th century, the Industrial Revolution
(1750-1800), which created both modern mass production and the modern working class, and

the French Revolution (1789-1794) that created political democracy in Burope.
cst anti-religious and anti-clerical movements stem from these two revolutions.

The earli-
Tor it

i3 the spokesmen of Deism, in particular, Voltaire and "Tom" Paine, who were the first
rodern critics of Christianity to enjoy mass circulation for their iconoclastic attacks

upon revealed religion in general,: and upon Christianity in particular.

Prior to this

period, there had of course been isolated freethinking critics of religion, such as. .
Democritus and Lucretius in antiquify, and Bruno and Spinoza in modern . times, but they
were not linked up'with any mass movement of critical protest.

of this metamorphosis
involved in the transformation of militant =
secularism from the individual to the social
plane is to be found in social, rather than
individual,. causes. For historically,
secularism has only been able to function
effectively as an auxiliary to the, current
social revolution.  Thus, in lands where

the advent of the social revolution was re-

tarded by current social backwardncss, the
rchels against the "dead hand" of the church
remained isolated. - For lands:like Catholic
Spain and Tsarist Ru331a remained in this
happy state until within living memory.
However, since the 18th centurys two social
revolutions have successfully challenged the.
traultlon of orthodoxy in both church and
Sfate.‘ The first of these successful revo-
lutions was the,bourgc01s revolution against
feudal society, again in both church and
state, a serial succession of social revolu—
tion that ‘began with the French Revolution
fusv¢f and which from 1848 onwards dominated
the %uccosalve political revolutions in mod-
crn Burope. For in its radical origin the
cosmopolitan bourgeois revolution is both

" rclitically, economically and ideologically,

the expression of a revolutionary class. For
in the spherc of revolution it opposed not
only the feudal lords who then controlled

current society but also, and equally, their

spirijual "co—adjutors' and their ideologic—
al "gendarmerie', the Christian Churchos in
particular the Vatican which prior to the
turia of the present century (and in some
vackward countries even later) remained the
intransigeant enemy of both the revolution-
ary bourgeoisie itself and (naturally! ) of
its freethinking auxiliary and ideology.
Tirst Secular Tradition  Accordingly, the

: ) chronologically
initial secularist movement must be regarded
historically as the ideological wing of tho
bourgeois revolution. For it rose and fell
along with the frequently fluctuating port—.
jonz of the revolutiomary bourgecisic from
foly Russiz to Bourbou Spain. For apart

foom the militant adheaion of +ho then rising

bourgeoisie, or at least of its more r,dlual
scobion, secularism was merely an "also ran"

and ite articular spokesmen mersly functioned

as targots of clerical abusc and often
dounright persccutiony Jjust as their

The fundamental course -

.Radical Bourgecoisiec

promaturc mediacval predecessors in the
"Agos of Faith" when heresy was systemati-
cally proscribed and persccuted. | For,

we repeat, in pre-industrial ﬂﬂes, that
the active support of = contemporary
ruling class, "hercsy was not a v1ablo
pastlm“"A

Thus we should sure—
ly be justified in
affirming that without thc bourgcois
revolution, no mass secular movement

and no anti-rcligious idcology could or
would have appeared, cxcept as a "hole

and corner" manifcstation.  For all the
major spokesmen of militant seculafism
between the initiation of the Industrial
Rcvolution and thce Russian Revolution of
1917 (which may be said to have inaugurat-
ed the second proletarian tradltlon) werec
subconscious spokcsmen, often in polltlcs
as wcll as rcligion, of the most militant
section of the radical bourgeoisie. For
Voltaire, Paine, Renan, Huxley, Bradlaugh,
Haeckel, ctc., all conformed with this
gcneral pattern and they thus may be re-—
garded with hlstorlcal accuracy as spokes—

men of the bourgeois rovolution. . This
Wwas so particularly in the ideological

sphere of religion, that clerical support
for the current political rcactlon, as
exomplificd in the '"Holy Alliance™,
frequently drove the militant ath01st into
the van of contemporary revolutionary
politics as well. Thus, for examplec,
such men as Paine and Bradlaugh were
equally effective spokcsmen of the -currcnt
radical and democratic political movemcnt.
We repeat, without the existence of the
bourgeois revolution and without thc con-
current active support of the mllltant
bourge0181o, these religious and anti-
clerical movemerits would mcrcly havé beoen
"nine days' wondor! or perhzpes free fuel
for thc contcmporary timber trade, like
their mcdiaeval predeocossors, to be

placed by thc Holy Inquisition, in the
fires of Smithfield!

Modern seccularism,
accordingly,made
its initial bow to universal history as
primarily an auxiliary of the bourg001s
era of rvvolutlon that itsclf bega n in
(cont. pg 6 col. 2)

Revolution — Backwards
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Inéernatibnal News s

by John A. Millar.

" THE VATICAN AND THE COMMON MARKET.

With the farce of another clection over, we are once again forcibly reminded that
"democratic rule" means a system for convincing us that most of our neighbours really
want what we are all going to get, but which none of us want. And this was never so
true as in the case of the European Economic Community:

Classic Moves The classic moves arec: al-

ready being made. Wide
press coverage to varying statements ranging
from de Gaulle's change. of heart, to the
need to co-operate for survival on space and
aircraft projects, to the simple statement
that despite these factors, the mattecr is
not an election issuc as whichever political
party gets in Britain must go into Europe.
According to whether one agrees with
Jefferson:  "Where frecedom is, there is my
country" or Thomgs Paine: '"Where fresdom is
not - there is mine"; one's ideas of the
best way to cope W1th this matter will differ.
But on one thing, we ought all to be agreed,
to enter Burope is to succumb to Romg!l

Vatican Economic Power In the first issue

. of the Iconoclast,
I pointed out that according to figures
produced by the Bspresso, rno less than 70
per cont of all Ttalian industry is Vatican

owned! And in exact accord with a dictum

of Marx that in any given cra the dominant
ideas arc those of thc ruling class, we
find Rome occupying the position of ideolog-
ical lcadcrship in that arca, whcre she
possésses great economic power.  Further,
we observe the spread of Vatican economic
power being accompanied by the accession of
Catholic lecaders such as Adcnauer, Brandt,
de Gaullc, to join the existing Catholic
Dictators Franco, Salazar and co., with the
mass infiltration of the leftist parties in
Holland, England, and even Denmark, Sweden
and Norway, In short, all thc common
markét countres arc Vatican dominatcd.Those
Buropcan and Scandinavian countrics still
outside the EEC are heavily infiltrated by
Catholic Action and openly avowcd Catholic
politicians. .

Pinancial Empire For some rcason which we
of the Secular League
find it hard to understand, it is difficult
to convince freethinkers and secularists of
the importance of the unquestionable fact
that the Holy Apostolic Church at Rome is
the largeat singlc cconomic power bloc in the
world today. As Dér Spiegel has so rightly
pointed out, thc Vatican has cemecrgcd from
the dovelopmont of international-finance-—
capitalism as "the largest sharcholder and
property owner in the world", and it must
be frankly admitted that this could only be
accomplishcd by a body of shrewd, far-
sighted Machiavellian powcr-made megaloman—
iacs: The Wall Strect Journal has report-
@d that the financial dealings of thc
Vatican are so vast that it frequently buys
and sells gold bullion in g1 million or
larger lots. But mere figures, of them—

selves are not of great value. Perhaps
we can digress a little in order to
obtain g little perspective.

Financial Oligarchy  According to the

City Press, the
richest man in Europe is Alfried Krupp
von Bohlen und Halbach whosc infamous
dynasty of death is valued at around
£400 million and has always been a worthy
rival to our own war-lords, Vickers- .
Armstrong. Singly they relegate runners
up to our war-lords like the "world's
richest man" Paul Getty, who qualifies
for this titlc with a mere £300 million,
to the junior divisions of international
finance, yet along with other small-fry
ike Courtaulds (£030 m.) Aristotle

Onassis (£300 m.), Stecl Company of

Wales (£200 m.), U.S. Steel (F600 m.),
Gencral Motors (tSOO m), they are them—
sclves dwarfed into insignificance by the
rcal internatipnal Titanss ICI of Gt.
Britain, with assets of about &£1,000 m;
Unilever of the now Catholic dominated
Holland (£1,000 m. ), Du Pont de Ncmour

of the USA (£1 000 ‘m. ).

Whales and Sprats The significancc of
these relative figurcs
is of course, that it is an inflexiblc
rulc of intcrnational finance, that large
capital must always dominatc smallcr
capital. This law is immutable as any
physical law which asserts that the larg-
cr force will alter thc dircction of a
smaller forcc, or that the higher will
invariably flow to the lower. In the
figld of power politics, an industrial
colossus with a capital of say &300 m. to
£400 m. is sufficicnt to dominate a
nation and the hired lackeys of the
middle—class who constitute our "govern—
ment', Thege in their turn:are domina-
ted by the great international Titans
with capitals of £1,000 m. or so. Indecd,
anyone who considexs that in these hay
days of liquid international finance-
power, any modern cmperor worth his salt
would limit his empire by considérations
of merc geography, nationality or even
politics, is naive in the exircme.
Modern klngdoms transcend all barricrs
as surecly as "money talks all languages"
and are financial in form.

Only Liquid Capital: Now, where in this
does the Holy
Apostolic Church of Rome fit in? Accord-
ing to Der Spiegel; thc Daily Express,
the Espresso and a number of other
(cont. pgs 6col.l. )
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Digging Up The Pasts

by Albert Meltzer.

GOING SLOW ON THE SCROLLS

Some ten years ago I was informed by a number of scholars "in the know" that the Dead
Sea Scrolls revealed considerably.more on the subject of comparative religion than had yet
beén made publicly known.  Some.of them stated that it was "in order to avoid sensation-
alism" that some of the informatioh had not been released to the general public.

Vatican Changed Attitude  But one hinted

strongly that 'we
may sce a considerable change in the attitude
of the Vatican towards the Jews as a result

‘of this". This has certainly come abouts

the declarations of the Pope against anti-
semitism must be scen despite the hard fact
of modern power politics that the Vatican is
above all nowadays concerned to move in on
the Moslem world, and any philo-Jewish move
is viewed with suspicion in that quarter.

Crime of Deicide Yet not only are the Jews
' no longer "perfidious",
they are no longer guilty of the crime of
deicide (though how even a theologian could
accuse anyone of "killing God" has always
paffled me — it is like the conjuring trick
by which "God so loved the world that he gave
his only begotten Son" — apparently for a mere
30 years, a flicker in regard to eternity,
and then todk:him back again!) Owing to its
delicate manveuvring into the Arab world, the
Vatican has not so far recognised the: State
of Israel but it has not condemned it either.

Vatican's CGuilt This is only partly due to
strong feelings of guilt in

thé Vatican as to the equivocal part it play- -

ed in the extermination of Buropean Jewry in
tHe Second World War. - (Vide ."The Reprcsen-
tative" — it should also be borne in mind
thst in some countriecs, such as Yugoslavia,
it was Catholic Action and not the Nazis that
carried out  the pogroms). . In-thc.main, I
porson ally believe, it is due %o a deal
between certain Jewis. h scholars and the
agents of the Vatican by which.the Vatican
agreed to remove age-old allcgations against
the: Jows if the Jews did not debunk the Jesus
myth all at onece. It should be borne in
mind that in Israel, archacology is tied up
with geo-politicsj  Yigal Yadin 1s both its
leading archaeclogist and its leading soldier.
There ig mo' doubt that certain interprctations
of the Essene teaching, shown to Vatican
scholars, were seen immediately to be
damaging to the Jesus legend, and cven more
particularly, to the legend of the foundation
of the Roman Church by Peter. - In regard to
the latter, some highly interesting facts
unearthed by the scholars have not been
revealed’ to the public zt all so far, but
immediately they wers made known to’ the
Vatican, the Pope flew to Palestine so as 1o
provokc newspapsr headlines that he "was the
first Pope since Peter" to go there. The
newspapermen arc still 11literate enocugh to
believe Peter was the first Popej scholars
nave long since rejected this hypothesis. It
will be intriguing to Tind the ncw light on

-the Petrine myth when it is ultimately

allowed to be unshaded. -

Under Tremendous FPressurc For the interest—

ing thing is
that the work of dect hering and elucidat-
ing the Scrolls is going on. The scholars
have not yielded on that. They have been
subjected to tromendous pressures  Prof.
Allegro, indeed, has been placcd under
such strong academic blackmail and pressure
that he is writing a play on his expericnces
for the sheer dramatic value...dot of the
Serolls but of the determination to
suppress them!

No Longer Christians Several newspapers
have noted with
surprise that Christian scholars (like
Prof. Allegro) have ceascd to be Christians
since. commencing their work. But Jewish
scholars (in this context they mean
Israelis) have claimed that "nothing in the

Serolls contradicte the Josus story",
surprisingly cnough - to the newspapermen,

not to thosc who appreciate that the Israel-
is have "exchanged a mutual courtesy" (if

in the acadcmic world one cannot sayi”dono

a decal") by allowing gradual intérpretation
of their findings, so as to allow the

Churches to "hedge their betting" with

regard to the authenticity of a historical
Jesus. It is true that nobody thought

of writing, during the years 1-32, "Jcsus
does not exist": it is true that the
Christian Church was founded by human agency

_and thcrefore its Founder existed; in

this sensc the Gospels arc not contradicted.
What has boen contradicted is the prcmise
on which any sanc person can continuc to
believe them the "Word of God."

Notices

ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE SECULAR LEAGUE

The annual conference of the Secular
Teague will take place on Monday, 1lth
April, 1966 (Baster Monday) at 10.0 am.,
at the "White Hart" Hotel, Hampton Wick,
(Opposite Kingston Bridgesg on the Surrsy-
¥iddlx. border. Members should bring
their current card of membership.

Bmergency motions may be submitted in

writing on the morning of the conference.

Full details are availablsc froms
Mr J.A. Millar, Sec¢rétary, Secular League,
139, Elm Road, New Malden, Surrey, to whom
all queries should be addressed.
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Markets

sources; in shareholdings alone, the Vatican
is worth somewhere in the region of £5,000
m. But aht is only liquid capltal. If we
include (as we have in the figures cited for
all tho businesses above) fixed assets as
welly we arrive.at a computation of £20,000
m., Or twenty times more powerful than any
other zingle zsconomic unit, and larger than
the world's 100 largest companics, all
rolled into one. Rome owns or. controls a
large number of banks throughout the world
including the Bank of America - the 1argest
bank in the world - in which the Socicty of
Jesus owns 51 per cent of the stock. The
Curia, by a carefully deviscd system of
financial blackmail has sccured several
nundreds of directorships for its nominhees -
Baron Nogara used to hold 74 himsclf when
chief of the Curia, and these include the
Pirelli Company at Burton-on-Trent, and was
instrumental both in bringing about the
Fiat-Citroen merger in France, and the oust-
ing of U.S. and Bethlehem Steel, by American
National and Republic Steel for U.S. Defence
Departmont rocket; .aircraft and other war
contracts, in America.

One would like to think

: that. the onrush of
scicntific progress will sweep away the
anachronism of Christianity. This unfortun-
ately assumes the Vatican to be a Church
first and a power-bloc second. Just as
Edward Gibbon wrote so many years ago: "The
Church of Rome defended by violence the
Empire she had acquired by Fraud", so in our
own era, we are all witnessing, not only the
contiruation of this defence by the armies
oi I'ranco, Mussclini, Hitler, Sdazar, Peron
and Tshombe, but the even sadder specctacle
of the turning back of the clock of cducation
and enlightenment in Spain,; France and
Germany, whilst Protestant Britain, the
crrant schoolboy- caught red-handed with a
Torbidden hook, knocks timidly at the Papal
door, awalting the 1nov1table chastisement
for her deadly sin -~ tasting the fruits of
the trec of knowledge.

Violence and Fraud

_Outdoor Meetings
sponsored by
Kingston, North London and Camden groupss:
Marble Arch, every Sunday from 4.0 pm.
Speakerss J.W., Barker, L. Ebury, C,E. Wood,
Joho. Millar, H. Timmins, and others.

Sccular League Mecetings:

Tower Hill Every Thursday, 12.0 - 2.0 -pm.
L. Ebury. Whitestone Pond, Hampstead, every
Sunday 12,0 - 2,0 pm. L. Ebury.

Indoor Mecetings: Kingston and Surbiton
group mestings every Friday, 8.0 pm¢ — The
White Hart, Hampton Wick, Middlx.

Secularists living or working in the
Borough of Camden, arc urged to send for

particulars of meetings of the Camden group

of the Secular League.

the French Revolution and eventually came
10 dominate the. 19th century. One might
even say that when the bourgeoisie fought
against the feudal enemies in the
political terrain, against the absolute
monarchies and the feudal lords, their
secular allies simultaneously fought along
with them against the clerical allies of
the old regime whether Catholic popes and
prelates or Protestant preachers, as well
as against their theological pre-industrial
pre-scientific ideologiesy ideologies
which embodied the "dead hand" of the out-
moded past.

So far, so good! The social revolution,
like social phenomena in general, perhaps
even more so, obeys the eternal laws of
dialeétics,; which necessarily follows the
"law of contradiction', For social
classes, and accordingly the social revolu-
tion made by social classes in pursuit of
their immediate class endsy; also in turn
close and pass into their opposites. Thus,
in the course of this presentr-century, so
pre—emently characterised by rapid evolu-
tion in all spheres of 1life, this fate has
befallen also the bourgeoisie and consequent-
ly the bourgeois revolution. Por whenever
and wherever the bourgecoisie has iriumphed,
and this is so today in virtually all the
Western world, it has ceased to be revolu-
tionary and increasingly partcd company
with radical ideologicsy, not only in the
sphere of politics but also in the spherec
of religion. For today, the cosmopolitan
bourgeoisic represent a "satisfied" class,
and "satisfied" classes cannot by definition
be revolutlonary classes any longer!

Retrogression  Today, the bourgeoisié is
either returning to "Holy
Church", artfully encouraged by the

benevolent "New Look!" inaugurated no doubt
for their special benefit, by the late
Vatican Councils or is dissolving the
former militant secularism into a wishy-
washy humanism that "night in which all
cows are black'. This cosmopolitan
retrogression of the bourgeoisie is today
not only reflected ir the religious field
but also in the current evolution, or
rather retrogression, of bourgeois
secularism, which is fast ceasing to be
secular, and of bourgeois '"freethought',
which is rapidly ceasing to be free.

(The sccond part of "Two Secularist
Traditions" will be published in the next
issue of Iconoclast.)

Full details
of the aims
and objects of the recently founded
Secular League, including application for
membership form can be obtained froms

J.A. Millar, Secular League, 139, Elm Road,
New Malden, Surrey.

Secular League Membership:
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by Joy Walkcr.

THE MATCH GIRLS

It seemg ironic that at a time when the
Labour Party, the so—called "party of the
workers" appears detcrmined to curtail both
the power of thc trade unions and the right
of the workers to strike, there should be
producéd at g West End theatrc a show which
so0 vividly reminds us of the strugglc by

the working ¢lass throughout the 19th century

to organisc ‘itself against exploitation.

The heroic story of the strike of the
match girls in 1888, on which this music al
is Yased, is a prime cxample of capitalist
exploitation of the unskilled worker for
private profit. The conditiong in the
Bryant and May match factoriss, under which
hundreds of match girls worked, were appall-
ing and the constant inhaling of chemicals
caused ill-hcalth, loss of teeth and hair
and on occasions even death. With their
pay a mere pittance and tormented with
fines and penalties, the match girls had
first come out on strike as carly as 1885
but without the support of the British
trades union movement, which had confined
ite activitics to organising male labour,
this first strike failed miscrably.

Howevery, the intolerable treatment of
the unskilled woman workcr in London had
long concerned Herbert Burrows and Annie
Besant and in 1888, Mrs Besant wrote an
impassioned article cntitled "White Slavery
in London", in "The Link" in which she
described the harrowing cxperignces. of the
match girls, This article precipitatecd
the second -strike and with Annie Besant as
their leader, the girls gradually gained
public support, until at length cvVen papers
such as the "Financial World" rccommended
that Bryant and May improve conditions in
their company and "The Star" not only
appcaled to the owners in their private
capacity to stop-the strikc but suggested
that the London Trades Council should under-
take to arbitratc. This it did and =
settlement was soon rcached in which the
directors of Bryant and May made important
concessions.

This episode marked a turning point in

the history of trade unionism and the organ-—

igation of the 'unskilled and its adaptation
as a musical, must of necessity have its
limitations, yet the esscnce of thc story
comes through from thc moment the curtain
rises to reveal the inside of the great,
dark, bare factory. The prescntation of
poverty, exploitation,; illness and despair
among the girls i$ not an easy task but’
Bill Owen, th¢ author, succeeds admirably
and one is awarc throughout of working class
humour and solidarity, so neccssary in such
a struggle and $o unusual and refreshing in
a West End theatre.

The outstanding choreography and
direction of Gillian Lynne produce a

_superb intecgration of dance with actiong

while the dance routines are most invigor-
ating and entertaining. Tony Russell's
modern music is consistently good and
interesting .and thersc arc some most

unusual lyrics including "an amendment

to 2 motion" which should amuse all mcmbers
of trade unions. The scets, the work of
Colin Winslow, wcre realistic and cffoct—
ive, partlcularly bhOSC in the "waiting"
scene.

The lecader of the match girls was
played with grdét spirit by Vivienne
Martin but I was far less happy about
Marion Grimaldi's interpretation of
Annie Besant zs a rather aloof and
reserved womane. The wholec show however
is expertly handled, full of lifc and
spirit and for its theme alone deserves
every support.

LONDON SECULAR PRESS

- Announce the following publicationss

THE CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY
by G.M. Foote and J.M. Wheeler.

Now being re-published in separate
chapters. At present available:

Crimes of the PopPeSccoocccwoocoscsabdde
Frauds, Forgeries & Rélics.oonool/Ldo
Ignorance & Vice in the Early

Christian ChurchecsccccecoscoasssIde
MONKCT Y soocoosncssoncoosooonsaoseIdo

(Complcte Set 10 datessesessonseld/~da)

Just Publisheds

Robert G, Ingersoll. Facsimile of
his most famous lecture with comic
1llustraticnss

Mistakes of Moses (30 Pages )sees.9d.
Also available from the London Secular

Press, 139, Elm Road, New Malden,
Surrey, the following:

Mrs Grundy by Peter Fryer. Studies
in Bnglish Prudery.rececososos«8/6d.

The History of the Popes by Joseph
McCabe. In two vols.Paper Covers.
Ase-tono:uooacona_nenooouavoo'n."6/—'du'

Bible Myths by T.W. Doane,
(Hard covers) 35/-d. inc. postage
and packing.

Sixtecen Crucified Saviours, by Kersecy
Graves, (Paperback) 12/6 inc.
postage and packing.
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News Comment:

by Freethinker. .

RAMSEY IN ROME

If it is not our concern what the Church of Rome does when celebrating marriages
inside its own precincts, is it any of our concern that Dr Ramsey is visiting Rome on
behalf of the Church of England? Do we as secularists care two pins, as do the militant
Protestants, that "Dr Ramsey is betraying England"?

By Law Established Yes, we should. So far

as his position as head
of the Church is concerned, it does not
matter to us if Dr Ramsey kisses the Pope's
toe, his ring, or any portion of his anatomy.
But he has no right to speak in the name of
the BEnglish people. The Church should be
dis—establisheds if it were dis-established,
it would not matter to us if Dr Ramsey
united with Rome or submitted to the Vatican,
any more than it would if the Methodist
Connection or the Jewish synagogue did so
(except insofar as this increased political
domination by the Vatican). But the Church
of England is Mas by law established" even
if under a Nonconformist Prime Minister its
bishops are cliosen by a heretic.

Dis—establish The Church -Divorce the Church
from the nation!
How many English people attend the Church of
England anyway? . And furthermore, the
Church should not be allowed to get away with
all its swag, including all its churches.
The argument held by Protestants against the
former Vatican claim that "Catholics built
the English Churches and they should go to
the Church of Rome™ was that the English
people built the English churches and when
they cecased to be Romanist they wesre entitled
to keep their churches.

(It is true that the extension of this
argument to Ireland would be disastrous to
the Church of Ireland - imagine St. Pat's
Roman again - but it was said in the 19th
century that every argument in favour of
English egtablishmentarianism was an argu-
ment in favour of Irish disestablishmentar~
ianism).

The English people having now virtually
disavowed Anglicanism by "voting with their
feet", it seems the churches should not: be
maintained as such and at any rate thosec no
longer used as churches should be returned
to the public for one purpose or another,
and not merely sold to swell the coffers of
the Ecclesiastical Commissioners.

Bookmakers Clerk The Church now uses one

prominent London church
as a book warehouse for the SPCK. This is-—
though an improvement on the previous nee -
not what "the Bnglish people built" it for.
It is quite clear that given a free choice
today, what they would obviously choose
would be a bingo hall, but surely there is
a reasonable compromise between the old and
the new religions? — between the Rock of
Ages and the Roulette Wheel?

It should be noted, however, that quite
voluntarily the Roman churches in England
are going over to serve the new god Bingo,
and Bingo is being merrily called in many
a Romish parish hall. Pertaps we shall
yet sce the vision of Anatole France, the
Pope of Rome sitting among the ruins of
the Vatican and acting as a bookmakers'
clerk, for which his gift of infallibility
will be invaluable in fixing the odds.

Bcumenical Gesture  However, enough of

arguments about real
estate. How is the campaign for
ecumenical unity getting on. On the 18th
March, Pope Paul lifted the excommunica-
tion penalty on Roman Catholics who
married outside their church. As the
Daily Mirror put it dramatically on the
following day: '""There are to be no more
brides crying because of covered altars,
the removal of drapes, hurried vows in
sacristiés, a ban on music and a sense of
guilt". Nothing has more annoyed some
Protcstants than the insistence on the
children béing brough up as R.C's; this
is not to be altered (though the promise
can now be verbal and not written).

Soul Snatching It is hard to know why
Protestants should protest
when they do the same thing themselves.
It is true they do not insist that child-
ren of "mixed marriages" be brought up
C of By but children of unmixed marriages
arc baptised willy-nilly and indeed the
law of England presupposes that all who
have not actively disscnted are members
of the Established Church. Soul-snatch-
ing is by no means an R.C. monopoly. And
why, after all, should not the RCs lay
down conditions under which it is prepared
to marry those who scek its blessing? 1T
they insisted that all who wanted to make
use of their facilities in this respect
should first parade naked with a candle
in their hands and <inders on their heads
(as was once done), why not? So long as
nobody is compelled to make use of their
facilities, they arc perfectly cntitled
to cover their altars, remove their drapes,
rush the cercmony through at the speed of
a Dutch auction, and play "Colonel Bogey!"
to the popular words. The man-in-the
strect, and even more thc women, has an
attitude of complete humbug in regard to
the marriage ccremony. Far too many
want to have their cake and eat it.. Our
objection is when these rules are imposed
on those outside thc church.




