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Prison[Gates

The gates of the Modelo Prison in Barcelona were set
alight during a prison riot and put out of commission.
The Barcelona Woodworkers' Union imposed a
boycott on repair work. Faced with the impossibility of
having repairs done there, the authorities decided to
ship the gates out to Majorca. Soldiers loaded the gates
on board the ship for delivery as the Barcelona dockers
refused to do so.

In September 1931 the gates arrived in Palma but the
dockworkers there, most of them CNT personnd like
their colleagues on the mainland, refused to unload them.
The scenein Barcelona was replayed: troops fromthe
nearby garrison had to unload the gates under Civil
Guard protection.

TheBalearic Idands CNT Woodworkers Union
imposed a boycott and asked workers to refuse to do the
repair work as an act of solidarity. After someinitial
confusion, the authorities decided to entrust thejob to the
Frau Brothers' carpentry works. The Frau brothers were
conservative businessmen who had made their fortunes
under the Primo de Rivera dictatorship on foot of their
connectionsin the civil service In order to halt the
repairs the Woodworkers Union declared a strikein the
carpentry sector.

That October, Cultura Obrera, the organ of the
Ateneo Sindicalisgaand CNT, carried the names of five
workers who had decided to scab and who, it seems,
were UGT members. They were not carpenters by trade;
one, for instance, was a cinema usher. There wereforty
workers at the Frau Brothers works on strike, yet these
strike-breakers carried on. Theworkers' strike fund
accounted for 50% of the union contributions.

Thiswas a very ddicate juncturefor the CNT in
Majorca: a series of disputes had erupted wherein the
CNT was making the running (e.g. the dispute at Palma
docks, the glassworkers' dispute, the Can Estany textile
plantinInca..). Tenson was running high, with the
employers and other unions taking the“Not an inch!”
line “Not an inch! As Soriano says, we must have done
withthe CNT (...) In Inca the textile workers are locked
out for trying to enforce statutory working hours. And
the union to which these comrades belong? The CNT.
So, not aninch! (...) The port employers have locked out
the Transport Union on a pretext, thereby serioudy
damaging business on theisland. And the transport
workers are CNT membes? Not aninch! (...) And the

workers from the Calceteria Hispania Tapices, Vidal y
Vda de Enrique Escapa firmare CNT personnd. So not
aninch! (...) And the affiliation of the comrades on strike
at Frau Brothers? CNT. So, not aninch!” (Cultura
Obrera, 21 November 1931)

On 17 October Cultura Obrera saw fit to denounce
Rafad Mercada, the president of the UGT -affiliated
“Desarrolloy Arte’ association as an active participant
intherepair job onthe gates. Isthis, it asked, what the
UGT isall about ... strike-breaking? However, Rafad
Mercader was a familiar name to the anarcho-
syndicalists; he had settled in Palma but camefrom a
nearby town, moving after breaking a strike at the Can
Pieras plant. When socialist councillors Migud Bisbal
(son of Lloreng Bishal, the ‘founding father’ of socialism
ontheidand) and Migud Porcd acted in favour of the
scabs, it was obvious that the socialists and the UGT
were aligning themsdves with the bosses. The authori-
ties brought enormous pressures to bear on the union
and the workers: the civil governor banned the media
from carrying any reports on the strike and ordered the
suspension of the workshop councils and committees.

In an effort to keep the strike afloat, the Woodwork-
ers Union reduced strike contributions to 30% of wages.
The CNT nationally decided to back their comrades. In
the end, the strike was lost. Nearly al of the strikers got
their jobs back (five being sacked permanently). Given
that the strike was allegedly illegal, the prosecutor
decided to press for four month jail sentences for
comrades Joan Mas and Pere Iglesias. Cultura Obrera
lampooned the prosecutor’s request likethis: “To be
honest, the sentence being asked for for our comrades for
an offence that we fail to see strikes us as meaningless.
Accustomed as we are to seeing workers facing anything
up to and including the ‘ley defugas’, it seems rather
little. Can the prosection be sure that he means to ask for
four months for these two comrades and not four years?’
(Cultura Obrera, 28 November 1931)

TheMajorcan CNT was determined to make one
point clear: “ Thereis rather more than ‘working hours’
and ‘pay packets ... Dignity, that precious gift of high-
minded people has these days taken root in the souls of
Majorcan workers who, trueto their word, have opted
and choose till to dedineto make money, that they need
for the upkeep of their househods, rather than apply their
effort to achunk of wood that has been used [-> over]
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Review

Librarian[ak[cultural lhero: [QutwittingHistory(by
Aaron[Lanskylofthe [National Yiddish[Book [Center
Outwitting history: How a young man rescued a million
book and saved a vanishing civilisation by Aaron
Lansky. Algonquin, 2004. Souvenir Press, 2006 ISBN
0285637525

Thisis an excdlent introduction to Yiddish culture,
and recommended if you dways (or ever) wonder ‘What
doesit meantobea Jew? It salso an entertaining
anecdotal account of alifewith Yiddish books. Its chief
interest for anarchists and radicdl librarian isfood for
thought on the need and means for preserving books and
transmitting culture.

Yiddish

Yiddish evolved as the secular, everyday language of
Eastern European Jaws. Inthelast half of the ningeanth
cantury, it saw an explosion of palitics (including a
sgnificant Yiddish anarchist movement) and literature
(Mendde, Sholem Aleichem, |. L. Peretz). The same
period saw Yiddish go global, as emigrantstook it to
Britain, America, Argantina. In the twentieth century the
Yiddish language survived both the Nazi Holocaust and
Stalinist terror (Stalin was having Yiddish writers
murderedin 1952!) After this it was weakened by assmi-
lation: Jewish religion was acceptable while Yiddish
speaking culture was not, and children of immigrants
became Americanised (or Anglicised eic.) The‘Yiddish
revival' fromthe 1970s on saw new generations explor-
ing Y iddish language and culture.

Thisis where Lansky camein. He's not redlly (or
simply) alibrarian. As founder of theNationd Yiddish
Book Center he @med not togather a single copy of every
Yiddish book published, but to rescue every single
Yiddish book which was headed for - or had dready gone
in - the dumpster (skip). Thesewere then passed onto
insitutions and new readers. Thar huge digitisation
project now means you can even choose acid-free print-
ornrdemand copies too.

Books

Thereare plenty of anecdates for anyone convinced of the
importance of the printed word (something the anarchist
movemean has historicaly held dear). There'sanicejoke
at the start when Lansky and his fellow Y iddish sudents
could not lay hands on enough books: they weren't
‘people of thebook’ anymore but * people of the Xerox'.
Books hold ideas and even whalelives. The human
element is central here, not simply a question of language
or literature but of an inheritance beng handed from one
gengaionto another. ‘' The great Newark book heist’ has
to bethe best chapter title, but my favourite story isthe
Leksikon fun politishe un fremdverter (Dictionary of
political and foeign terminology in Yiddish) by Dor-Ber
Sutski (Kiev, 1929). Sixty-odd years after Stalin's
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NKVD pulped the whole print run, asingle copy (the only
oneintheworld?) comesout of hiding...

Lessons
So, what lessons arethere for anarchists and radical
librarians? Somethings arefamiliar: thetask of gathering
and redistributing booksis similar, dso the needto pass
knowledge on. Although the anarchist movement proba-
bly has more historicd continuity, it's much harder to
fundraise for and more used to shoestring operations. But
that asgde, themain lessonis not to wait around for
somebody dseto do thework. We can't wait around for
the government to decide we re worthy of sudy. If we
don't look after our own history, who will? TheKate
Sharpley Library needs donations of books, pamphlets,
money. But we also want activists' memoirs and book
reviews (ask if you haven't seen our ‘how to' shedts). Lets
make history.

John Patten

The National Yiddish Book Center is online at
www.yiddishbookcenter.org

Prison[Gates[(¢ontinued flom [fiont)
to peninthear brothers. Not everyoneis of the same
mind. Thewretched UGT carpenters have buckled down
to thetask and the poor things think much along these
lines: If wedon't do therepairs, somebody dsewill. (...)
Painly theworking man does things at odds with his life
and thoughts. Of course he does. But what man of
conscience does what that consciencetdls himiswrong?
Who, knowing his own place will usurp that of his
neighbour? (...) It isundignified of working mento hdp
the common foe, capitalism, to the detriment of thar
worker brethren. Thisis what happened in Palma. Barce-
lona carpentry workers refused to repair the gates that
were st alight by the social prisoners at the Modelo
Prisoninthdr city. Out of comradeship, out of salidarity,
out of dignity, the CNT -affiliated carpentry workers of
Palma al so refused to do so. And not becausethey
reckon that [Barcdona] was going to be left without its
Moddo Prison, but simply because their dignity forbade
them from doing it. The carpenters affiliated to the UGT
(...) have, by their work, earned themsdves fiftean,
twenty or a hundred durcs, etc., but human dignity has
evaporated from their consciousness and they are now no
more than human brawn. They are machines, packmules,
ugly examples of human fauna.” (Cultura Obrera, 17
October 1931)

Germinal Gatamoix

From CNT (Madrid) No 327, October 2006

Reprinted: Memoirs of a Makhnovist Partisan and The

CNT and the Russian Revolution back in print in the
UK. Still only £1.
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Siberian[Anarchism

Review[:[ASiberian[Makhnovshchina’
Anatoli Shtirbul
The Anarchist Movement in Sberia in the First Quarter
of the 20th Century: Vol. 1 —1900-1918 (205 pp) Val. 2
—1918-1925 (174 pp) [Omsk State Pedagogica Univer-
sity, 1996] and The Anarchist Movement in Russan
Civilisation’s Time of Crisis (late 19th to first quarter
20th century) 85 pp.[Omsk State Pedagogical
University, 1998]

That anarchist ideas and anarcho-syndicalis practices
could befound in Siberia was something mentioned in
the vast mgority of academic publications (Paul Avrich)
or militant publications (Voline, Grigari Gordik, Piotr
Arshinov) in Russian or in other western languages, but
oddly enough very little has been known about Siberian
anarchism’ sinsurgent and revolutionary deeds which can
stand some comparison with those of the

M akhnovshchina

The great merit of Anatoli Shtirbul’s books on
anarchismin Sberiaisthat they fill thisgap. Very richin
terms of documents taken from soviet archives (Cheka
filesand CPSU reports) and in contemporary testimony
previousy strewn around various publications, his thesis
isthework of one*“busy beaver”. Had it avoided certain
methodological shortcomings — the absence of an overall
index or sub-headings in his chapters — it would doubt-
less have gained in terms of readability, but let us
concede that the author has displayed a degree of objec-
tivity in his handling of thetopic. Whilst Shtirbul is
obviously disindined to emphasise the condructive side
of anarchism, he makes no bones about itsimpact on
revalutionaries and the general population in Siberia.
True, we might bemoan the researcher’ s difficulty in
exploring his subject but, all in all, wewould do well to
saute an effort which — given the conditionsin Russia
today — and epecially in Siberia— reved s that the writer
and the University of Omsk have an unmistakableinter-
ed inanarea of study far removed from the intellectua
approach currently in fashion.

Theintroduction to thework reviews the Sate of
university studies of the anarchist influencein Siberia,
eoecially local ones, sincethe gtart of the 1990s. Shtir-
bul’s main contribution is the stress he places on the
confluence of thelibertarian sensibility and age-old
Siberian traditions; the anti-feuda craving for autonomy
among the Caossacks theties of solidarity between
banditry and pessantry; the anti-state sentiments of dissi-
dent Orthodox religious groupings; and theinfluence of
the Protestant faith in the 19th century; the existence
among the peasantry (and theworkers as wdl) of
cooperative practices on a scale comparableto that found
in religious communities (like the Doukhobors and
Tadgoy).
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Relying upon studiesby V. A, Lozhdikov, Shtirbul
suggeststhat Bakunin's libertarian convictions would
have been bolstered by contact with the Siberians. Whilst
this hypothesis is conce vable with regard to Bakunin, the
fact isthat it definitdy appliesto that other great figurein
Russian anarchism, Kropatkin. Histimein Siberia assur-
edly had someimpact upon thewriting of Mutual Aid, A
Factor in Evalution (1902). Kropotkin himsdf said as
much in his memoirs. “The years | spent in Sberia
taught me many things | would have had difficulty
learning elsawhere. | soon realised the impossibility of
rendering any really useful service to the masses by
means of adminigtrative machinery. | wasrid of that
illusion once and for all. Then | began to understand
not just men and character but also the innermost
workings of the life of society. [...] Today | may say that
in Sberia | lost my belief in that Sate discipline
[ military type command] . | was thus prepared for
becoming an anarchist.”

The presence of libertarian palitical prisoners
sentenced to pena service or banishment was doubtless
one of thefoundations of anarchismin Siberia. Shtirbul
places the existence of the earliest specifically anarchist
groupsthere no earlier than 1902. Thelibertarians first
socia manifestation dates back to the insurgent-type
opposition movements of 1905-1906. Very mucha
minority, theanarchists a that point stuck essentially to
oral or written propaganda. Shtirbul remarks hee “ The
failure of the political movement [ie. thereformst
parties], the escalation of the repression, a deteriorat-
ing economic Situation accompanied by falling living
standards, all of this heightened the hopel essness and
drove some of the politically active wor ker s towar ds the
anarchists’ (Val. 1, p. 85). Prafoundly revadutionary, the
Siberian anarchist movement addressed itsdf to dl
victims of explaitation, including criminal offenders,
espousing Bakunin's stance on thisissue. We may note
that on foot of decisionstakenin 1907 by agroupin
Tomsk, it set itsdf arange of objectives: expropriation of
State and privately owned assats, the use of terrorism
againgt certain individuals, agitation among the military
as alead-up to an armed uprising, ord and printed
propaganda, activity within thelaw in terms of the
formation of cooperatives, trade unions and solidarity
funds. In conjunction with social democrats, social
revolutionaries (SRs) and people of no party allegiances,
arange of armed ventures was launched: onewas
aborted in Omsk in 1907, and there was another in Chita
in 1911 (when 30% of one regiment deserted). Acts of
expropriation and terrorism were o commonplace In
1914, an anarcho-communist conferencewas hddin a
villagein the province of Irkutsk. It attracted about thirty
participants and laid down a two-pronged line: anarchist
propaganda plus preparations for “ Terror againg the
agents of authority”. Alongsidethistherewas the
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phenomenon whereby the libertarian movement was
divided into three greet traditional schools of thought:
anarcho-communigs, anarcho-syndicalists and anarcho-
individualists. Shtirbul offers afew theoriesasto the
number of anarchig militants. In the 1906-1907 period
therewerg, it isreckoned, a hundred of them, as
compared to 3,000 social democrats and 1,000 SRsin
banishment (Vd 1, p. 93). Figures, however, are hard to
arrive at, especidly as the anarchists were often itinerants
and it isnot always easy to draw a line between sympa:
thisers and militants. According to Shtirbul’ s reckoning,
Siberia around 1917 would have boasted 46 anarchist
groups and d ubs with about 800 members.

Though backed by thewhole of theleft, the Russian
revalution of 1917 quickly turned to the advantage of the
Basheviks who promptly seized control of the levers of
power. Preoccupied with res ging the counter-revolution
from theright, the other brands of socialist tried never-
theless to set up popular agencies oppased to the marxist-
leninist pretentions. During which process thelibertarians
wereto split into pro- and anti-soviet factions. In Siberia,
despite certain internal difficulties that had much to do
with the presencein ther ranks of * ordinary criminals’,
theanarchist movement engaged in cregtive activity,
natably through the non-centralised trade unionism of the
Keaemovo miners. On thewider scene theworkers
sd zed thefactories and workshops in September and
October 1917. In describing this trend, Shtirbul refers to
a“ spontaneous anarchism” that had no gpparent connec-
tion with thelibertarian organisations “ The current
wave of anarchy” —stated Lenin at thetime, patently
uneasy about it —* may prove stronger than us; the
masses, famished and worn out by the policy of the
provisonal government will wreck everything and
smash everything, even anarchically.” Shtirbul citesthe
example of the abortive uprisng by thegarrisoninan
Irkutsk under the sway of Kornilov in September 1917,
but anarchist activity was equdly palpablein Tomsk,
Krasnoyarsk, Cheremkhovo, Semipalatinsk, Chitaand in
the Lake Baika fleet. Whereas SR and Menshevik activ-
ity declined geply, that of the Bolsheviks and anarchists
spread. Thelater had afirm foothold in the regions of
Tomsk, Krasnoyarsk, Irkutsk and around Lake Baikal.
The dissemination of anarchigt ideas took off thanks to
the publication of books— by Kropotkin, Reclus and
Maatesta— by Novomirsky publishers and of newspa-
perssuch as Shirskiy anarkhist (Sberian Anarchist) in
Krasnoyarsk and Buntovnik (The Insurgent) in Tomsk.
Clashes between authoritarians and libertarians were on
theincrease: over thewinter of 1917-1918, the anarcho-
syndicalists of Krasnoyarsk declared their opposition to
“sazing of power inthe soviets’ and sated thelr reedi-
nessto fight againgt parties that would not defer to
“revolutionary praearians’ (Vol. 1, p. 162). Inthe
spring of 1918, the anarchists of Tomsk put the case for
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the soviets being organised in accordance with workers
interests. During 1918, an anarchist presence was
discerniblein avarigty of soviet congresses: that January
in Irkutsk they provided 7 out of the 104 ddegates repre-
senting western Siberia. Besides thefigures, thereare
certain details that indicate libertarian influence within
these structures. At the dl-Siberian congress of sovidts
hdd in Irkutsk in February, the anarchist dd egates
accounted for 8 among thetotal of 202, but the congress
voted 25 Basheviks, 11 SRs, 4 maximalists, 4 anarchists
and 2 internationalist social democrats onto its
leadership.

Whilst very often singling out instances of drunken-
ness and banditry — actual or false—intheanarchist
ranks (Vad 2, p. 37) or of despatic behaviour (Vd. 1, p.
181), such as Peregozhin, Buiski and Smoalininthe Lake
Baikal region, Shtirbul concedes that the anarchist influ-
encewas growing among the railway workers and
peasants, bolstered by theimpact of anarchist sdldiers
dispatched to Siberia. In his view, what stopped
anarchism from spreading theway that marxism did
across Siberia and the whde of Russawas the lack of
coordination and diminished tactical sense Oddly
enough, the second volume of his thesis seems to dither
between judtifying the Leninists (eg. (Val. 2, p. 6)
“During the spring of 1918, the soviet authorities,
responding, initially in Moscow, to irresponsible
anarchist activity, strove to bring them under their
control.”) and recognition of libertarian criticisms of “the
communist dictatorship and its compulsory principles
of abrupt centralism and dictation fromon high” (Val.
2, pp. 65-66). This obvious contradiction may well be
explained away in terms of the gap between the writing
of thethed s and its publication, snce we might readily
understand how, over that long period of time, the
author’ s thinking might have altered in kesping with the
growth in freedom of expression in the universities of the
former USSR.

Shtirbul definitdly fails to give due stress to the fact
that the disarming of anarchist units by the leninists was
thwarted by the general onslaught by Kolchak’s Whites
in March 1918. Those units, like the Left SR units, were
too effective as fighters for the leninists to deprive
themsdves of them. They werein theforefront of the
dandestine resistance after the Whites occupied Siberia.
Intheautumn of 1918, anarchist peasant guerrilla groups
emerged in the areas mentioned earlier. For ingtance,
Novosdov led atroop of some dozens of fighters singing
“The Anarchigs March’ and brandishing red-and-black
banners reading “ Anarchy is the mother of order” (Val.
2, p. 36). Other anarchist detachments dected their
commanders. Shtirbul reckonsthat a nat inconsiderable
number of the 140,000 revolutionary fightersin Siberia
were under the sway of theanarchists (Val. 2, p. 54).
Just as Makhno' stroops made a vital contribution to the
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defeat of Denikin in the Ukraing, so the Siberian
anarchist partisans (under Novosdov and Rogov) hdped
defeat Kolchak. From a gtrictly military viewpoint, the
anarchist contribution to thefight against the Whites was
indispensable. This fact may explain why the eradication
of anarchism as planned by M oscow had some difficulty
getting under way in Siberia as thelocal Bolsheviks
looked upon the anarchists primarily as decent
revolutionaries.

The grave political economic and socid crisis by
which Siberiawas hit in 1920 as it emerged from the war
againg the Whites was to have an impact onthe CP in
Siberia. Shtirbul does not place enough dressonthe
leninist “ diktat from on high”. However, the appointment
of outside leaders to the region and the appointment of
former tsarist officersto command of thearmy (Val. 2,
p. 68) fully endorsethe Siberian libertarians' analys's of
Balshevik manipulation and the crucial ned for the
workers themsdves to retain control of the revolution.
The example of thelV Army of peasant partisansled by
Marmontov provides quite a good illustration of the
senghilities of “genuing’ revautionaries. When
commander M. V. Kozyr proposad in late 1919-early
1920 to organise soviet authorities without communists,
the CP |leadership stood him down and appainted a
Bodhevik to replace him. Immediately, a mesting of the
garrison passed this resolution: “ The soldiers revolu-
tionary committees elected by us have no power ... No
one should dismiss our representatives and replace
themwith folk who do not know us. We will not counte-
nancethat!” (Val. 2, p. 70). Kozyr himsdf had stated:
“Appoint your best men everywhere, pick the oneswho
have earned your trust and who understand your needs.
Protect them againg all who threaten them, even
should they do so without a word.” Other clashes pitted
the partisans against the CP sleadership. A report
concerning the Altai region and dating from January
1920 noted: “ The peasants had been hoping for
‘regional authorities . When they ran up against
centralised soviet authorities, they were suddenly
assailed by mistrugt.”

Resistance to the amalgamation of partisan unitsinto
the Red Army was organised around commanders like
Novosdov, Rogov, Lubkov and Plotnikov inthe Altal,
Tomsk and Semipaatinsk regions. The anarchists
labbied for the creation of salf-managing peasant callec-
tives and for the release of Rogov, which was achieved in
April 1920. Thefirst of May that year was marked by a
huge anarchist rally in thevillage of Zhulanikh, 120 kms
northwest of Barnaul, at which the speskers paid tribute
tothevictims of the Whiteterror. A thousand partisans
participated and several thousand pesasants attended,
waving red-and-black banners. Two dayslaer, the upris-
ing came. A band of around 1,000 people mobilised by
Novosdov moved that an Altai Anarchist Federation
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(AAF) be established and Rogov and seven of his
commanders were part of this. Their forces swelledtoa
thousand fighters and received backing from thousands
of peasants from the Pritchensk region. During the spring
and summer of 1920, Rogov's uprising spread, accord-
ing to Shtirbul, thanks to AAF sympathisers within the
army, themilitia and the Cheka. The anarchist partisans
occupied the area northwest of Barnaul plus the towns of
Biiski, Kuznetzov and Novonikolayev.

Despite ordersissuing from Moscow, thelocal
Bolshevik authorities' response seamsinitially to have
been to adopt await-and-see line, probably fearing that
disaffection might spread to other army corps. Oncethe
Red Army did begin its offensive, Rogov’ s troops split
up into small groups which dispersed into the taiga. In
June 19020, Rogov was captured and took his own life.
Novosdov carried on thefight up until September 1920
before going into hiding with his partisans. At the same
time, Lubkov triggered a fresh uprising in the Tomsk
region. His partisans numbered between 2,500 and 3,000
men. Defeated, Lubkov tried to negatiate with the
Bolsheviks before disgppearing into the taiga himsdf
with afew of hissupporters. In January 1921, Novosdov
was involved inafurther uprisingin Zhulianikh. His
“peasant Army” numbered between 5,000 and 10,000
fighters. Unlikethe earlier uprisings, this one canvassed
for anti-communist support, regardiess of whereit might
comefrom, even from the Whites. But thetide of battle
soon turned against it.

Shttirbul sees all of these risings as redolent of “ petit-
bourgeois revolution", regtricted to just one part of
Siberia and affecting only 25,000 people— and even then
we do not know if that figure rd ates to actual fighters or
to thewider population. Besides, this“ Siberian
Makhnovshchina” was, he argues, afactor in theintro-
duction of the NEP. Hisinterpretations need to betaken
with a pinch of salt. Theauthor plainly has no dear
understanding of the aftermath of thistale. Whereas
certain anarchists — like Guistman, Buisk, Kalandarish-
vili and Shatov — joined the Siberian CP (65 of themin
1922), others were expdled from it (70 in 1921) inthe
western Siberia and Lake Baikal regions. Findly, it isto
be regretted that Shtirbul has not been ableto gaugethe
likdly influence of libertarian ideas over the Siberian CP
in 1919-1920, in terms both of federal autonomy and
respect for therights of peasants and partisans.

Whilst this research refutes some of the traditional
Bolshevik higtoriography —beit of the Leninigt, Trotsky-
ist, Stalinigt or post-Sdinist versions —which mentions
only the Ukraine, Tambov and Krongadt as areas which
rebdled against the CPSU, it is afflicted by arather rigid
view of the history of Siberian anarchism. Whichisa
great pity inthat it would have been useful to correct the
oversights of VVoline or Paul Avrichin this connection.

[IMMfage



http://www.katesharpleylibrary.net

Siberian[Anharchism

Findly, let us notethat Shtirbul has published some
vey interesting Russian and Siberian anarchist texts on
the subject and an exhaustive bibliography in Russian.

by Frank Mintz. From A Contretemps, No 9,
September 2002 www.acontretemps.pludoin.org

Ted Lbggatt

On Mile End Row, opposite Great Assembly Hall in Mile
End, open air medtings were held every Sunday morning
by various * Saviors of Humanity”, such asthe Salvation
Army, Chrigtian Evidence Society, Free Thought ad-
vocates, Socialists, eic. Among them, weather permitting,
was always Comrade Leggatt, with his small collapsible
platform | caded with literature, which he distributed or
sold after his“sermon’. A city dustman, or rubbish
collector, he was a splendid orator, dthough with very
limited education. Every Sunday he talked on a different
subject. Quite frequently he offered analysis and criticiam
of the subjects his competitors on the“row” had talked on
aweek before. This would so antagoni ze the adherents of
his competitorsthat they would try to disturb his gather-
ings with heckling.

—"“Hey you, you'reforever afreelover. Y ou don't
bdievein marriage You just live with your wifel”
Leggatt would quickly reply:

—“Yes, it's 0, but you bdievein marriage, yet you live
with thewife next door.”

Another would shout:

—"“Hey, you blooming Anarchist, you infidd, you'll goto
hdl when you diel”

—“WdI” —hewould reply with a smile—"Wedon't
know much about the hereafter, but I’ d rather bein hel
with Voltaire, Paine, Ingersoll, and other philosophersand
learned men and women free-thinkers, than bein Heaven
with idiats, prostitutes, criminals and tyrants, who were
promised heaveniif they repent and pray to God. Thefor-
me can make heaven out of hdl, but the latter will make
hell out of heaven.”

At times, when hewas sarcadtically inclined, hewould
imitate thetolling of afactory bell:

“Mugs— mugs — mugs — go-to-work — go-to-bed — go-to-
wark —go-to-bed — from-your-cradle—till-you' re-dead.”

He carried on his propagandata ks for many years, on
Sunday morningsin Mile End, and inthe afternoon in
Shepherd's Bush. It is remarkable to what extent free
speech was permitted in London. Leggatt, for example,
attacked the Royal family, the clergy, the capitalists. The
Army were“legd murde's’, the Navy were“pirates’. He
even roasted the Palice, dthough abig London Bobby
stood near him smiling. Leggett later procured a better
city job and hisire cooled.

From Beyond the horizon : The story of aradical
emigrant by Thomas B. Eyges. Bogton: Group Free
Society, 1944.
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New[phmphlet

Emilio[Chnzil:Iah @harchist partisan inIthly @nd [Spain
byPholo [Einzilahdlothers, krhnslated hy[Phul Sharkey
Canzi was born in Piacenza on 14 March 1893, fought in
the First World War, and joined the Italian anarchist
movement in the 1920s. He hdped train the Arditti del
Popal o (People’ s Commmandos) who fought against
Mussolini’ s Blackshirts. In exile, he agitated against
fascism and fought it in the Spanish Civil War. Captured
by the Gaemansin 1940, interned in Italy, he escaped to
play amgor part in the partisan strugglein his native
Piacenza. As Finzi says, Canzi always fought onthe side
of freedom.

ISBN 9781873605295 £3/£2 subscribers. Illus., 50pg

Hobnail[Review

Hobnail Review covers* Anti-authoritarian and
Libertariantleft’ books, pamphlets and periodicals.
Includes rants, biographies and confessions of radical
publishers (the best hit).

Free send a donation/ some stamps Hobnail Review,
Box 208, 235 Earls Court Road, London, SW5 9FE
Also available from Hobnail Press,

Atributeto Guy Aldred by John Taylor Caldwel 50p
An Introduction to Guy Alfred Aldred and the Anti-
Parliamentary Communist Federation by John Taylor
Caldwdl & Mark Shipway 50p

Plus Proletarian aspirations: reprints from the 1980s
magazine Black Sar

1, Anti-Parliamentarism & Communismin Britain
1917-21 by Bab Jones (AKA Left-wing Communismin
Britain 1917-21: Aninfantile disorder?) £2

2, Anti-Parliamentarism & Communismin Britain
1921-45 by Various (Jane Patrick, Sylvia Pankhurdt,
Mark Shipway, etc) £2

3, The struggle continues inc tribute to (and essay by)
Daryl Hepple, Sunderland libertarian socialist £2

New[Leeds[ABCIphmphlets

Prison Was Created For The Poor: Mothers & Sons
From FIESto Aachen Pastora& Xose Tarrio Gonzalez
and Julia & Gabrid Pombo Da Silva£2

The mothers of two Spanish prison resisters show
“Justice has never existed for the poor”. With an appen
dix onthe Aachen 4 trid.

Tear Down The Walls John Bowden £1.50

50p postage per pamphlet. Available from: Leeds ABC,
PO Box 53, Leeds, LS8 4WP, England
lesdsabc@riseup.net

Questionnaires

Any left from last issue? The lucky winner was P.
Kropatkin of London. They didn’t say what they fancied,
s0 they' Il be getting the latest pamphlet.

[MMMage
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KSLPUBLICATIONS [ [DISTRIBUTION

KSL BOOK

Antonio Tellez The assassination attempt
on Franco from the air (1948)
9781873605806 £5 (£4 post freeto sub's)

KSL PAMPHLETS
L’Adunatade Refrattari Buenos Aires
Tragedy: Scarfé & Di Giovanni £3 (£2)

M. de Agostini Prisoners & partisans:
[talian Anarchistsvs. fascism
9781873605479 £3 (E2 toindiv'ls)

Octavio Alberola, & c Revolutionary activ-
ism: Spanish Resstance £3 (£1.50)

A. Bdlegarrigue Anar chist M anifesto
9781873605820. £3 (£2 to individ'ls)

Tom Brown British Syndicalism £1

K. Bullstreet Bash the Fash 1984-1993
9781873605875 £3 (£2 individ'ls)

J. Carrapato, The Almost Perfect Crime:
Por tuguese Anar chism £3 (£2)

Ciancabilla Fired by the ideal £3 (£1.50)

George Cores Per sonal Recollections of
the Anar chist Past 9781873605059 £1

Dawn Callective Under the Yoke of the
State (Prison writings 1886-1927)
9781873605486 £5 (£3 individuas)

Becky Eddsohn Anar chist Response to
War & Labor Violencein 1914 £2

M. Everett War and Revolution: Hungar -
ian Anarchis M ovement & Budapest
Commune, 1919 9781873605387 £3 (£2)

Ex-Liverpool AFA Anti-Fascist Action
9781873605493 £2

Ferrari & Aguzzi Pagesfrom ltalian
Anarchist History £1

NEW: P. Finzi Emilio Canzi, Anar chist
Partisan 9781873605295 £3 (£2)

Juan Garda Oliver Wrong Steps: Errors
in the Spanish Revolution £1.50

Migud Garcia L ooking Back After 20
Yearsof Jail : Q& A - Spanish Anar chist
Resistance 9781873605035 £3 (£1.50)
~Unknown Heroes: Anarchist Resistance
Fighters 9781873605837 £3 (£2)

Victor GarciaThree Japanese Anar chists
30p, 9781873605622 £1.50

Sylvain Garel Louis L ecoin: An Anar chist
Life 34p, 9781873605523 £1.50

Phil Grosser Alcatraz: Uncle Sam’s
Devil’sIdand 9781873605240 £3 (£2 sub)
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R.Hdms George Brown, Cobbler An-
archig of Philadelphia 9781873605349 £3

Rhona M. Hodgart Ethel M acDonald:
Glasgow woman anar chist. 2nd ed £1.50
AnnaKey Beating Fascism £2.50

~No War but the ClassWar £2 Post Free
~Mayday & Anarchism £3 post free

L KattisK. Speras. Lifeand Activities of
a Greek Anarcho-Syndicalist £3 (£2)

Llorens CNT & Russian Revdution £1
Wilf McCartney Dare to be a Danid £1

Manzaneralron Column: Testament of
a Revolutionary 9781873605196 £3 (£2)

Marzoochi Remembering Spain 2nd ed.
£3 (£2toindivid'ls)

Max Nettlau Anar chist Bibliogr aphy of
Latin America 9781873605028 £4

David Nicall Stanley’s Explaits, or,
Civilising Africa. £3 (£1.50)
~Lifein English Prisons £1
~The Walsall Anarchists£1

Alan O’ Toole With The Poor People Of
The Earth: Creaghe of Sheffield &
Buenos Aires 9781873605783 £3 (£2)

Des Pachrider The Courier sare Revolt-
ing: DIWU 1989-92 9781873605677£1.50

John Patten Ned Kéelly’sGhost: The
Tottenham IWW & Tragedy £1
~Yiddish Anarchist Bibliogr aphy £7.50
~ldandsof Anarchy: Cienfuegos Bibli-
ography £30 (£15 subscribers)

P. Pomonis Early Days of Greek
Anar chism 9781873605738 £3 (£2)

Odon Por Italian glassblower stakeover of
1910: Syndicalismin action £1

Emile Pouget Dir ect Action £3 (£2)

Edgar Rodrigues Santos - the Bar celona of
Brazil 9781873605936 £3 (£2 subs)

Antonio Tdlez The Anar chist Resistance
to Franco 9781873605653 £2

Tsebry Memoriesof a Makhnovist Par ti-
san 9781873605455 £1

‘Uncontrallable from thelron Cdumn A
Day M ournful and Over cast
9781873605332 £3 (£2 post freeindiv's)

Vanzetti The Story of a Proletarian Life
9781873605929 £3 (£1.50 indiv'ls)

Efim Yartchuk Kronstadt in the Russan
Revolution 9781873605073 £3

www.katesharpleylibrary.net

BOOKS

J Barker Bending the Bars£6

Alex Berkman What is Anarchism? £10
~ The Blast complete £15

Tom Brown’s Syndicalism 111p. £5
Pino Cacucci Without a Glimmer of
Remor se (Jules Bonnat) £10
Chomsky on Anar chism £10

Stuart Chrigtie Stefano delle Chiaie £4
~New Christie File vol 3, Edwar d Heath
made me Angry £40 (E25 subs) Few left
~We, the anar chigs! Iberian Anarchis
Feder ation 1927-37 £7.95

Sam Dad goff Fragments. aMemoir £3
Agustin Guillamon The Friends Of
Durruti Group: 1937-1939 £7.95

Nestor Makhno The Struggle Against The
State And Other Essays £7.95

Albert Mdtzer Anarchism: Argumentsfor
and against 96p, 1-873176-57-0 £3.95

~| Couldn’t Paint Golden Angels 386p,
1-873176-93-7 £12.95

Pedro de Paz Man whokilled Durruti £8

Jost PeiratsVals The CNT in the Spanish
Revolution, Vol. 1 299p, Vadl. 2 270p, Vd.
3 266p, £17 each. UK Post £3. (KSL subs
post freeg)

Alexandre Skirda Facing the Enemy: A
Higtory of Anarchist Organization £12
~ Nestor M akhno— Anar chy’s Cossack
414 p. 1-902593-68-5 £13

Antonio Télez Sabate: Guerilla Extraor-
dinary 208p, 1902593103 £5.95

Various On fire: Genoa & anti-capitalism
141p. 1-902593-54-5. £3

OTHER PAMPHLETS

Miguel Garcia's Story 72p, £2

Mark Barndey If it waseasy, They would-
n't cal it ‘Struggle £2

Phil Ruff, The Albert Memorial: life &
timesof Albert Mdtzer £6

Yerril & Rosser Revolutionary unionism:
the FORA in Argentina. 48p, £1.50

Please add 10% for postage (inland) or 20%
(overseas). Cheques (in Sterling, UK Bank)
payable to the Kate Sharpley Library (not
jug ‘KSL’ please): KSL, BM Hurricane,
London WC1 N 3XX. Dallarsto KSL,
PMB 820, 2425 Channing Way, Berkd ey
CA 94704 USA. Moreinfo on titlesat
www.katesharpleylibrary.net
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