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ANARCHY ON TRIAL.

Being the speeches of GEORGE ETIEVANT (sentenced to five years
imprisonment on a charge of stealing dynamite cartridges), JEAN GRAVE
(sentenced to 2% years for publishing his famous book Société Mourant et
I’ Anarchie), and CASERIO SANTO (who killed President Carnot), in 1894,
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a misdemeanor hidden under the cover of a book. 1t 1s a real book,

_ i d reflect, a book j

accepted seriously by all w:f hmpk > P
the doctrinal sense; i {ﬂléh}l‘( A °f 201‘(1' Be Eontilc S
that shuss it off from the vulgar, gives it & rather repellant form, ang
doubtless at the present hour it would repose l«:p'llt"n_\' upon t he shelves
of librazies or 1h iuhe cupboards of_ savants if the i""“f"""l law of
December 1893 had not gone, with its long claws, even into the past
to seize it in order to satisfy its craving for' per:;q:au}ltl_nn. _

Here is what a contemﬁnml'y ghinks of it. This is an article by M,
Clémenceau. . It has this m‘m_gb‘_”.‘;"pm&i to'me. 1 borrow from
it some lines which express my opinomn. = '

M. | Clémencésu- is not snspected ‘of Anarchy ; he has no interest in
its triumph; for if Anarchy triumphed it would suppress, at the same
time as the landlords; the deputies; or those who wanted to become
such, apidn o wwon 19

The law against the press,”” “"Titéﬂb}’f-cmmﬂnf‘ﬂmh “works to the great satis.
factioniof M. Rayual Itis now theturn of M. Jeun Grave, guilty of having
wrcilttqn & llllook_ﬂltiﬂed f La Société mourante et ' Anarclide* [Morvibund Sveiety
and Anarchy].

1 do not know, M. Jean Grave. .I_?nly_ know what M. Ogtave Mirbeau has
said of him in'an articld in th’eirqui‘:lé: L U618 a working shocmaker,. whose
aoul is moved, whosé mind' is opened, by the sight of miscry and of human

egeneracy. 3 Dsl
. F4ME. Jean Grave’s hook appeated more thana yearago. No oy saw in it
then anything for prosecution. For a whols year it was exposed for sale in the
windows of aﬁ our booksellers. = "
¢ Phe homh epidemic'supervenes.” M. Raynal profits by the alarm of the
deputies to malke themvote in theirfear for a reactionary political law, which
cannot arrest the arm of | any bomb thrawer, but whieh ‘will perhaps one day
ggr;eszglglieiogc of disordered mind into an act of criminal violence, out of hatred

1d repression. ;

‘¢ It is generally agreed that the laws have no retroactive power. M. Antonin
Dubost does not stmi’ abistich trifles. ' M. Jean Grave, in writing his book two
Y"-.“E':i ag%'f should’ have foreseen the reign of M. Casimir- Périer. The hook 18
seized. M. Jean Grave is under arvest. |He has already done a mouth of pre-
ventive imprisenment for a press offence. When there was a republican party,
that alone would have aroused the most violent pmthlutin‘nq 4 o# .
f “I'ha’v‘l; Jjust read this'bodk, and ‘my opinion of ‘t he \\'riil-:‘ does not differ
very sensibly from that of M. Mirbeaw. The language is sim le, clear and
ixgg::ous. y Tlt]ie critical power is. trul_): terrible. Lot E‘(‘”‘ ?vho live (Eu .r:rm]y-mﬂdﬂ
R received from the crowd, refrain from opening such a book. It can only
shock them violently, without striking any light in them, owing to the lack of
suitable elements.” For'those, on the‘confrnrg who trhl' IIic' f:“ ltlip- 8 -lv’qu who
tli:v-e'idm of their own, whatever they msvyi)e wha”c‘io 1::'t ‘i" :‘r lt L;,Lbject

% % b 3 ) Tony y (& (1] :
th:g-gﬁggp%zs_t?thiﬁa gm‘-t ,“‘.’ﬂ.‘ﬂhmg criticism, the niost radical revision, al
vl thoulc)rht. ir doctrines; all their doctrines—this book is good, forik

No doubt his book contains some passages of a disconcerting violencd
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which most men wonld réfuse térwrite; ! not from fear of M. Raynal'slaws, but
because they are repugnant to theéir way ofl feelingand ' thinKing. How can M.
Jean Grave, a man of peaceful and tranquil temper, who lives as.an asaetic,
and who, 1t appears, has won the admiration of hardened bourgeois, indulge
in observations Unacdeptable to the plain conscience of mankind ¢ 1t is because
a'man capable of making 1he Cartesian fabula rasa of his'mind, ' of freeing him-
self absolutely fromall received ideasin order to make himself anew, ‘runs the
risk of losing in the immensity of his effort not, only the prejudicds, thefalse
ideas with their accompanying sentiments, but also that portion of plain good
sense, right reason, and human sentiment which our ancestors have unconsciously
mingled with them

ssTuvelve: honest men are going to beasked to express their opinion on the
case of M. Jean Grave.  It.isamuch/to be feared that they have not,read his
book, and judge only by some exiracts cleverly chosen. By such means there
iz o medical book that could not be condemned for indecency. Now, it is of
social medicing the author has attempted to treat.’ I do mnot hold by all his
therapeutics butin our eentury thereis mo institution, mno idea, but should
be in a condition to face criticism, every criticism. -Inshort, the intellectnal
hustling that we get from M, Jean Grave is wholesome for us;, in that it tests
our powers of resistance, and forces us to make sure of our opiniens.

¢ Tf the jury Tead M. Grave’s book from one end to the other they will doubt-
less censure i, but they will, at the same time, say to themsélves that the
slightest refutation will be more efficacious than months or years in prison.®’

T have quoted this article, Gentlemen, becanuse it sums up well the
fiversal sentiment, the impression of the genuine workers among the
intellectuial’ and the learned, whose opinion M. Mirbeau, M. Bernard,
afd’ M. Paul Adam have re-echoed to you.

Yet for this ook the A ttorney-General demands a merciless repression.
He regrets he cannot demand a still more merciless one.

Why? ;

Looking, not from an Anarchist’s point of view, not from my client’s
point of view, but from yours, gentlemen of the jury, from the bour-
geois point of view, what harm has this book- done ¢

‘What harm could it do &

The last edition-—the only one prosecuted, the only one that can be
prosecuted, sirce the other, the first, is secured by limitation—has been
seized before being exposed for sale ; it has therefore not been able to
incite the soldier to mutiny, nor the worker to murder his employer,
sinee it has not made its way into either barrack or workshop !

T repeat, the ‘édition has been seized, 'with the exception of 200
copies devoted to the use of the press. ¥

“But these 200 copies, if they have incited any one, have incited only
journalists. Now reassure yourselves, Geutlemen of the Jury ! First
of all, the journalists have but scant time for reading the publications
sent. them——they recéeive too many ! Furthermore, if the journalists
at times incite’ others, they are but little sensitive themselves to that
kind of ineitement ; they are blasés !
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may—Geneml wants to make this bog

wamhmnd}ng the. «M&D h&ngploded He hl'ing:-i it ]Jllfln‘e you
s g o recen itraoes _'A Let us consider. If the book is t
glfsh;o?'l‘:;zozl{ | ':;Othe Otlfté,ge'wﬂl reﬂe(_:t the ph)‘sin;_vnnlu}' of ti]i:
book. . Now, th Bflx?k s logical; the ontxage is not.: therefore, betweg
the.c;utra'g'e-éin& the book {here existsmobhing in common.  If the hogk
inspired the 6u‘t1fz;gé',“ the outrage would su].ect its victims : it would
strike at the heart of society; it would hit ab it through its governing
classes, its 'eié oiters, those who are in possession ; for those are the
persons that the book points out .tmd brands.
no choice ; it struck by chance, it 'bléw ‘up a one-eyed landlady of g
hotel or a huihblewaitéx“‘.” me?ﬁfofe, the b()(‘lk has nothi 1 to do With
the matter ; for ﬁhefbbf})k“éondamns these useless hecatombs,

L Up 10 this but one outrage has been logical—that of Vaillant,
Vaillant's crime belongs to the category of political erimes like Fieschi'y,
like' Ofsinit’s!’ Fieschi aimed at & King ; Orsini at an emperor ; Vaillant
aimed at parliament—a multiple emperor, o king with seven hundred

Bub has M. Grave’s book eaused Vaillant’s outruge ?

Vaillant has quoted his masters to you, the authors who taught him,
He has not quoted M, Grave, | M, Grave is a young man, and the
yquﬁ'g.pulenla.rei nev ;guq!ﬁed, itv is nnly the classies that are (I\luted,
“"What are these classics ¢ Spencer, Proudhon, Rousseau, Voltaire)
Behold th.e.malef&qﬁqrg:ghat,]w be logical, you should bring into court,
Mr. Attorney-General

Now let us summon them to appear. Those of them that are dead
haye statues. . : |

I

‘Summon, these statues. | Summon Voltaire's : his bronze smile wil
say muc

Now the outrage mads

more to the jury than all my pleading !
I]Ef[a,s Iﬁ Gr}::;:’s 536 R Tt T
. ;Léauthier has read some of M, Grave’s pamphlets, but * Moribund
§oe§ety‘qn§i4;namri& " s just the one he hi‘: uﬁb read !
L,,];3,%&:};3!53‘5,,m Was easy to meite Léauthier ! Among the reading
W']:EIC fm'med _h.IS f;ﬂl,ly entertainment the f’ai.trmmz'ym.u.‘ figured ; he says
4oin his examination, Now, M. Rochefort's paper is not an Anarchist '
,k ,F%l-“,_ﬁtlsag excellent paper. I am forced to believe this, sine |
. Antonin Dubost, Keeper of the Seals and hierarchical superior of |
t%!%nrﬁﬁﬁ‘?m?é’:?e@e@a onge saved 1t, he held it in such esteem ! :
;. Incitement is altogether relative! It is altogether subjectivel It
@e?endsgglg'n, ﬂ?e ‘hmﬂ Wbich is BUbj(}ctud to 1k, A u-un.iing to your ‘
Systenm, tTs :At't;?rne}'.‘.(}ﬂnﬁrﬂl, there is not a page of polemics,;or
?&‘E?‘%Veﬁs?}ll’%{%@jﬁ oout might, be looked wpon as an incitementy |

enldam?“ce the sharks conneeted with La Haute Bangue, the |
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rascols’of -Finance who forget your addresses to the conrts; I ineite the
people to curse them, to hate them. ™" Be Jogical therefore ; drag me to
the defendant/s place; put me -injthe seat of the accused !

The truth is that the book is not the cause of the bomb;. but the
bomb and the bodk are both' produets of an anterior and superior cause;
and this cause is despair, the great disease of the century:

Y.our Revolytion promised happiness to the proletariat; the prole-
tariat have been the victims of. a. gigantie swindle. , The bourgeoisie
stole, promising/ to, share with them | the outcome of the theft; the
boutgeoisie-haye not kept their ‘word; they kept for themselves all
the fruits of their plunderings! Not oenly did they give nothing to
the’ proletariat, they. also found means to furthen despoil, them: they
hawer duied-up the springs of resignation in their hearts.

The proletariat saw that to the nobility clad in silk, which formerly
succeeded to the nobility elad in steel, had succeeded a third nobility,
more merciless and still more oppressive than the other two; the nobi-
lity cagnd in gold! ;

Deceived and exasperated,. the proletaviat then uttereda great cry
of anguish !~ ‘Fhis ery of anguish is ringing through all our, literature.

1t is Heinrich Heine who eries :—

\reePhis bld society haslong since been judged and condemned. - Let justice be

Let this old world ‘be broken in pieces . ... . where innocenee has

dene !
Let

erished, where egoism has prospéred, where man is exploited by man!
these whited sepulchres, full of lying and iniquity, be utterly destroyed.™

It is Lamennais who curses :—

& We say that your society is not evena society, thatit is not even the shadow
of jone, but an assemblage of beings that can be given no name : administered,
manipulated, exploited at the will of your caprices, a warren, a flock, a herd of
human cattle destined by you to glut your greed.™

. It is Vietor Hugo who blasphemes :
_; 6 What kind of soeiety is it which is based upon inequality and injustice to such

anextentasthis? Would it not be well to take the whole thing by the four cor-
ners and fling pell-mell up to

the ceiling the cloth, the feast and the orgy, the
gluttony

and the diunkenness and the guests ; those who have their two elbows
ow the table, and those whoare on all-fours under it, to spew the whole:lot in

@God's face and todfling the whele world at heaven. . . ...
¢ . . The Hell of the Poor makes the Paradise of the Rich.
Not only has happiness not: come, but lonor has fled.

Flaubert declares:i—

«iWith the development of capitalistic production European publie opinion
s stripped off the lastTag of conseience and modesty. -+ Eachhation glotieseyns
ieally in all the infamy that goes to hasten the accumulation of capital.”

The same Flanbert ruthlessly sums up the position of the modern
wirld in these terms, which brand society and spit-in its face i
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+<We daoe; not over a veleano, but upon the plank over a latrine which, t
me, seems more than somédwhat stale.

What would Flaubert have said b

i a8 !
to paint his picture of shame and ignominy ! vy

Here are the instigators of both book {”“l bomb Ihey arethe
thinkers, philosophers, poets, who have l{l'f‘(""!}"“_l- who have sung, the
despairs of our century. Now, let us be logieal, Mr. ‘Attorney-General,
Let these men take their places in the Court of Assize, for M. Jemn
Grave has only repeated what they ha \'l‘,'s:ll(] ! 4

You know well that M. Jean Grave is not the guilty person, You
know well that his book has wot kindled the flames, But this Governt
ment imitates’ ifs predéc?ssors. It - profits by crime to assassiate
Ideas. :

Tdeas! these are the sternal ‘enemy of the men in possession. The
possessors want to stay where they are : Ideas mu st oo forward

Al'dagger struck down the Duke de Berry fmmediately the Resto-
pation mounts the tribune and saysto s weeping country : * I'he dagwer
which struck the Duke de Berry Is a Liberal idea!”

Aibomb explodes : immediately the third Republic asc nds the same
tribune and ories to a weeping country : “ The bomb which has just
exploded is an Anarchist idea !

Then in the midst of the soke of the bomb, which in our times
takes the place of the lightnicgs from Mount Sinai, M. David Raynal

o-day,’ after so much infamy, cop

passes & frightful law, Which ismothing else but the resurrection of the
old ‘crime'of inciting to the Hatred and eontempt of governmel t, Only
the formtla is slightly modified : it is the crime of inciting to the hatred
and contempt of the bourgeoisie !

Théophile Gautier was right : “What doeés it matter whether it bea
gword, a holy-water sprinkler, or an ambrella, which rules us! ‘1tis
always a stick !"

How logical your accusation is, Mr. Attorney-Gene al. You charge
M. Grave with having ineited to theft ! What then is this new e ime!
Has M. Grave instigated the pillage of your house? No. You declar
him incapable of thinking of another’s wealth.

But M, Grave isan uploldér of Communism : he wi to abolish
bourgeois property, he believes that its abolition is the 1 ym of the
next. revolution ;. it is his doctrine~—false perhap st a doetring,
after all, of which he is not the first teacher : Proudhon and many

otirlr%rs thewgit of it before him.
w .L_ms,.}!owuv(’ is the erime with which you c¢harge him !
To dream of'\ailsoeiety other than that which exists is to inciben}

)

e
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robbery. ' TIt'isto be a eriminal !

Then you must put Jean Jacques Roudsean beside M. Jean' Grave!

Tt would pain you to do that, Mr. Attorney-General?  Jean Jacques
Rousseau was the father of the Revolution of which you'are the 'son ;
Jean-Jacqires Roussedu is therefore your grandfather; yousee, I leave
you in the family ; don’t be afraid, T shall always leave you there.

Jean-Jacques: Roussean has gaid —

¢ The first man, having an enelosure, a plot of ground, who took into his head
to say ¢ This'is tine,” ‘was the Teal founder of eivil society ! What crimes,
misery and-horror would have been: spared mankind if someone had pulled, up

the fences and filled in the ditches, erying outto his;fellows :. ¢ Beware of listen-
ing to this imposter ; you are lost if you forget . that the fruits of the earth
belong to all and that the land belongs to no one person.” *

faithful to your: prinéiples; wants to overthrow: the landmarks set up
by the s usurper denounced by - Jean-Jacques/ Rousseau ! You re-
prcach M. Grave with having said that the next Revolution will destroy
the officés of (your attorneys and. notaries, that it will burn all the title-
deeds ofi botrgeois property. ' You forget your, Jacobin decrees, you
forget your decreesof June 18th and 19th and of August 25th, order-
ing the title-deeds of the tuined world to'be burned !

You forget the symbolic tumbiel; which carried to the Place de Gréve
the chidrters of the vanquished world, the bonfire that was lit-and the
Jdanee of the crowd around that bonfire!

After that, if you are sincere, you are going ito put Jean Grave

The ivony:of things!. You indiet in the Assize Court the man who,

in prison | :

Y.ow wish to give Jean Grave five years in prison for, having spoken
411 of our native land and the army, for having incited the  soldiers to
mntiny, forr having instigated:the murder of an officer.

Here, again; -the method (of - Mr. Attorney-General is to be dis-
trusted ; it is more murderous than Grave’s prose. It consists always
of searching through the'three hundred pages of the book to find two
lines which, taken by themselves, would go to hang aman. It consists
in piesenting to youasa Poasoned-out system;as acool syllogism, what
is inveality thefeverish cadence of a sentenee that'ends a chapter deveted
to the native-land Tdea!

Our native land!

1 oam certainly above suspieion; @ehtlemen: of the Jury. I am one
of | tliose wlio | venerate  my| country witho4llo my heart; jand1n the
domain .of ‘thiouight! D havej /by word and by pen, tried to defend it
aeninst those who do not desire it, who can no longer believe in it.

Bat T am forced to acknowledge that brains greater than mine have
treated it as a dangerous chimera and a maleficent Utopia.
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wyy ax i i, of all the avil L have seon and suflered, arig,
i T ional hatrodes o mgael Eha il rest on o lumsy Nic i
love of one’s gountry.”> A b el ol
And Victor HIugo prophesies:— | |

#In'the twentieth century, war will be dﬁdy ﬂ".“ sca.f,fold ill ha dead, hiatred
will be dead,, the froutier will be dead.: man will live !

I do not plead this cause, gentlemen: I'quote the great men who
constitute themselves its advocates. ; f 4

Do we then indeed defend our eountry against the suspicions. of
Thought 2+ Instead of hunting down the writers wl.m eriticise it, shall
we 1ot do better to hunt’ down the'swindlers who dishonor it ?

Is it Vietor Hugo, is it Tolstoi, i8 it Jean Grave—if his modesty will

allow me to mention his with such great names—who at this moment
are thrusting the Ldea of Native-land into the gravest dangers ?
1" Under the title of ‘“Les Sans- Putrie!” (The Men without a country),
my eloquent ‘confiére, M. Vivianiy the députy, wrobe yesterday n fine
article. Hedenounced the ehief sharks of finunee—thesearehis own terms
~who are about to flood the French market with the hundred millions
of Ttalian stock that could not be sold éither in Rome or Berlin.

The Stock Exchange is like those bitds of prey that soil every-
thing they touch.' | It degrades property, it befouls our native-land |

“Behold les Sans-Patrie! the:meﬁ’ufr:iithout & country who will transform
the citizens of the whole world into Sans-culottes (the Un-breeched) in the
literal sense of the word, for, as things are going, they will soon leave
them without & piirof trousers, . ooin 0 oo

And M. Viviani adds these lines, of which I leave him the responsi-
bility, but which T havea right to reproduce 'asa document since ho has
given them publicityr—y civiil w0l v o |

*The Government Ieaves things''done. Tt hiints dow ialist: -
theénlin its press; dares' to repro & & with not loving :hesix? Z::ﬂ:l:ttr?'. Shjg::: :i
pr?f.efi.:v f‘ﬁ;ﬂﬁﬁ“ who sém}i.,'gmplﬂﬂ,; betray their country !

i 8 o ;g{:gqse_ agamsﬁ.‘mgg}atz,ang of miscreants. When are they
POy TN % v 3 ox Mirow zovloe j
¥ am not pleading against Government, Gentlemen of the J ury;
T-am not pleading for the Socialists; they have not, asked me to do
%o. Bufii I tell Mr. Attorney-General : we are all eonjointly liable.
or, under color of huntmg down Anarchy, you hunt down human
sthought. To-day jotv pursué Jean Grave as an. Anarchist, to-morrow
syouwwill :pursue [some![Socialists under pretext. that they border upon
‘Anarchly ; ithe day after will come the turn of other thinkers, who are
neither Socialists nor Anarehists, - but whom you will ursue because
cthey:are free-thinkers, and yvou will no llo o 7
frod (hinl T ity » and you will.not allow free-thinkers—you, the
dl i gae a2 o
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You sit in judgment, you will end by oppressing ; for the judgment
seat is not a plane surfiace upon which you can stay motionless :  if:
is an incline, and this incline is one that is never ascended— we descend
it, we deseend it until we arrive at tyranny. :

Now, to complete your famous law of December 11, 1893, I look for-
ward to an enactment that will define a criminal as follows : Every man
who dares to think that all is not for the best in the best of Republics
should be imprisoned as a criminal. :

Very well! you may imprison me with the others, Mr. Attorney-
General. 'Without espousing either the doctrine or theory of any one
~~thatis not my business here—T ‘take the liberty of saying to you:
You defend property : then when will you hunt down the ehief sharks
of Finance ? You defend our country: when will you hunt down the
cosmopolitan octopus, whose hideous tentacles are wound round every
nation 'and suck out all its 'blood ¢

I take the liberty of saying to you with my eloquent  confrére, M.
Viviani, the deputy: You have made laws against ¢riminals, you apply
them to the Anarchists of the humbler sort'; when will you apply them
to the anarchists of the higher class'?

You apply them to the Anarchists of Thought ; when will you apply
them to the anarchists of the Stock Exchange ¢ : :

You apply them to those whom you accuse of blowing up buildings;
when will you apply them to those who blow up ¢onsciences ? e

Ah'! eertain bourgeois, who think of themselves as our native land
inearnate, have strange ways of defending it—our native land!

And ‘we are surprised’ when our native land is ‘discredited, 'when
writers, thinkers, tend more and more to confound it with the Statz "i.e.
with that assemblage of easual laws and artificial conventions, which
change every century or every half-century, preserving only their com-
mon charadteristic of always oppressing the weak for the profit of & few
big men, who in our time are only big, for they do not possess any longer
éven the extenuating feature of ‘being great. )

‘We are surprised when Jean Grave, who bears Tolstoi in mind; sees
in our native-land only a hypocritical frontage masknig: the 'selfish-
ness of a bourgeois State !

‘We are surprised that he eries :—

‘It was the idea of the bourgeois to substitute the authority of the mation
for that of Divine Right.,”? : ; gt ;

Before him, a man, who has not, that I know, been disturbed on
account of Anarchist propaganda, the honorable M. Yves Guyot, had

uttered the following reflexion :—

¢ Faith in the State is a transformation of the religious Idea,*
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‘What would you haye ? The religious Idea is being transformed ance
more—and this is not yet atan end, Gentlemen who govern ! Yoy hay,
Killed Glod in order to make the State his successov.  Your successoy
see that they are being made fools of, and :rn its turn they send the

v R A Qi e y
State to k_EEP company with last years Snow i .

It is only the first step of 1_3119 necessary evolution.

The ' further they go, the more will the people break loose from the
State. : : i ,

Chamfort, Mirabeau's friend, one of the soldiers of the French Revo.
lution, has wiitten :—

¢ A Jucky, tnstinct. seans to (say, tosthie people : ¢ Lam at war with all theg
who govern e, -with those who aspire to govern me, even with those whom ]
myself have just elected.’ ™

The same Chamfort adds i~

““On seeing the brigandage of the men inlofiiceone is'tempted to regard society
as a wood- full of robbers, of whonm the most dangerous are the archers charged
with guarding the rest.”’

OF course,. you understand, that, jthe prehers in Chamfort’s mind. are
the police, no matter what uniform they may be tricked out in fyop
the national wardrobe !

Thomas Paine, the illustrions mewmber of, the National Convention,
author of 7%he, Rights of Man—another great ancestor, M. Attorney-

Gereral ! for you may remarle that L quote only irveproachuble men,
Members of the Convention,  Givondins, members of the Constifuent
Assembly, XVIIL century; philosophers!  Ikeep you iu the fumily;

do not feary youpwill stay there always—Thomas I

e thus completes
Chamfort’s thought 1=

{1 Within the:memoryl of manthi traderof governing has always been nbiis:
polised by the most ignorant aud the wpst raseally individuals of wankind ?

You see, Gentlemen of the Jury, that we have not waited for either
M. Elysée:Reclus; or: M. Jeaii Grave' to say that to the people. It i
more than a hundred years ago-sinee folks 'an_r:m to tell them this; and
yousoe inore than! d/handded years later it is repeated to theimn.

-Lhe.~ people: iare. now .eonvinceds ' They know now that all shades
of politicians, whether clad in white, black, oi1ed, will sing them the
same anthem and will add a new chapter to the: bobk of human: les,
already such a long one. :

They wish “for no more of it. They are undeceived——not . mote
80 about one set than the other- Zabont all, whatsoever they .be
called. "What they “abhor is politics, that bowrtrabis science invented
to Sserve’as a m'n_sk‘ for Tourzeois Parlinmentdanism

The worstobdb-ds-bhat the disrepute into Whicli thé State lis falled
wecesSiiily Fecons Tipo: \]m avinyy

)

Jean Grave, 3

In fact, in time of peace, the army seems like a sort of gicantic police-
force at the service of the State; and the more the State seems to
oppress, the more it breeds a dull hatred agaiust the army, the instyu-
nment of its oppression. :

These words are not mine. They are not M. Grave's.  They are a
charming poet’s, the poet of the Tour d'Ivoire; they are M. Alfred de
Vigny's:—

‘¢ The modern army, as soon as it ceases ta he at war, becomes a sort. of police
force. It feels as it it were ashamed of itself, and knows neither what to do or
what to de 23

The word “‘shame” ‘tacked to the word ““army.”  I'knownathing
more terrible nor more sacriligious.

Is not; the germ of éyery mutiny contained therein ?

Youwant to give M. Graie five years’ imprisoument' because if the
soldiers had read his hook it'would have been able' ¢ to" dissuade them
from bowing under a brutalising discipline.”

Will you prosecute the next edition of M. Renan’s" “ Sovwenirs de
in ‘which he relates that he should never have been able to
submit himself to military discipline, and thag if he had been compelled
to become a soldier he would have 'deserted 2

This passage is infinitely more dangerous, T
marked out in your indictment. ' For' the prosecuted’ edition 'has 'not
got into the barracks’; you'know that it has only reached ‘the journal-
ists.  Whilst in the barracks the books of Renan' are sometimes to bo
found; and the soldier who ¢omes ac¢toss the lines referred to, to whom
eight days of nrnierited Tmprisonment has been' given,” and who 18 dis-
satisfied with his captain, such a soldier will thinle:" * Sée here'!l “Why,
M. Renan is a glory to mankind! The minister sajd that-whenunveéil-
ing hid last bust. 'If a glory ‘to mankind declares that he'could not have
submitted to the discipline and would have deserted 'to escape from it,
why should not' T imitate this glovious person ¢ ”

The syllogismi is'of the best construction, and it might readily produce
propaganda by deed, for it 1s easier for a soldier to desert than it is for
him to smite his.captain under the fifth rib.

Has M. Jean. Grave ever told a soldjer to =mite his'captain under
the fifth rib?

He says, what is quite true, . that to slay him or to strike him in‘the
face would comeé to absolutely the same thing ; for if the soldier slay he
will be condemned to death, and if lie strike him he will be'equally so,
according to the terms of the military code, which 'we are'all tnanimous
in declaring to be somewhat excessive.

But let us once for all be ‘done with this iniquitous method that con?
sists of isolating a couple of lines from an entire book, in presenting as the

ssure you, than' the one
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dominant note of a work what is only the feverish conclusion of a heated
Pe?’;%u want to find an incitement to the murder of the soldiers of the
Frengh a—l‘n;y you should not seek it in Jean Grave ; you must look fur-.
ther and higher,

Listen to this page ; Victor Hugo is addressing the Be :
5 1f Bonaparte come, if Bonaparte invads

Belrians :—

¢ Peoples | There is but one people ! MR M aiite ‘of whicl 4%
you, hax})inrr at his back . . . thatarmy, . . those l'a””I “"; r, which he has
{ i1 tHowe ® Pretorians, .. . thoseé Janissaries, . . . why

made into hordes, . . . : M et 3w Moivhd
should have been h,eroes, but whom he has turned into drigands ; if h yme up.

on your frontiers, rush for yowr pitchforks, stones, _";-"’r‘i"f".-"".".‘:,f""":’; "f ’: shares,
take to your knives, take to your guns, take to your car u‘m: ; | + : ] ! '

These hordes, these janissaries; these BRIGAXDS Were [lu}'l ll'lhnw‘_x army!
For if the French army is only respectable under the 'l"i"” e, 48 s
have been for three-quarters of a century l'lulld'l' FAQRAKCLY » We might
have despised the French army tlhreu out of every four years, :

Well, now, I ask you if political ll;u:r.cd. party hat red has oen able
to lead a great man to the pitch of crying oub to foreigners ;4 Assas.
sinate the French army!” what is there .1Lb‘tulkl.r-ill.lll.‘,( in the social
indignation of a young polemical \Vritcl" luwm;__:‘ l.Jl\J\\'!l to red heat some
lines, which are indeed but tame beside the frightful incitement that
issued from the lips of the great Victor Hugo! - :

You have forgiven Victor Hugo. You .h:wu placed him in the Pan-
théon, and you escorted him thither with those very soldiers of the
French army; of whom he had formerly spoken as l_nunlt:< and brigands!

And you want to condemn Grave to five years’ imprisonment to save
the honor of the army, . . .

Oh, the logic of your justice ! y

You want to condemn Grave to five years imprisonment also because,
at the end of a chapter in which he recounts the barbarity of certain
employers who ill-treat the human machine, who have a stone fora
heart, dollars in place of bowels, he supposes that if the martyrs of
shameless exploitation boldly killed one of those employers, the
lesson, perhaps, would serve as an example to others !

The warmth of a thinker you tax with being a justification

But why do you not prosecute all the other bursts of indignation ?

Listen: to these lines, M. Attorney-General; I take them from a
paptr which 1s not La févolte; it is the journal of M. de Gonceourt.

On January 13th 1871, he is surprised that the people, dying of
hunger, remain quiet, when the bakers—he mentions one; I do not
name him—are setting before the rich white bread and rolls, and the
purveyors are getting game and poultry for them.

His surprise.grews fnto-irritation, exasperation, and in the end he
erinz—

fea v 7 13

# When I read in ‘Marat’s paper the infuriated denunciations of the ¢ People’s
Orator’ against the shopkeepers, I believed them to be the exaggerations of a
madman. Now I see that Marat was in the right. For my part, I should see
no harm if they hung up to their shop-fronts two or three of these greedy ragues
v o . . Maybe a few murders committed intelligently are, in revelutiona
temes, the only practical means of keeping the rising within reasonable bounds.”’

The incitement is a pretty one! The justification equally sol
And when the same De Goneourt thought of all these idle folk who
live on the sweat of the people, he cried :—

““IT WOULD BE A.GOOD RIDDANCE OF STUPID' SWELLDOM AND' ELEGANT
IMBECILITY IF SOME:FINE DAY AN INFERNAL MACHINE 'WOULD' KILL' ALL
PARIS GOING ROUND THE LAKE IN THE Bols DE BOULOGGNNE BRTWEEN FOUR
AND SIX 0’CLOCK!?’

Does it or doés it not incite to murder 2

‘When it concerns De Gonecourt you sinile : that is Literature ! When
it relates to Grave you shudder: that i1s Anarchy!

Well, T tell you, I do not kaow what it is ; but as for you, what you
are doing is not Justice !

Now then, let us be frank! Tear away the veil !

They are neither the pleadings nor the incitements of a thought which
you arraign before the Assize Court : it is Thought itself !

It is not because M. Grave has written imprudent or criminal words
that the Attorney-General impeaches him before you. It is because M.
Grave has formulated a scientific theory which is in contradiction to the
Attorney-General’s. ' Or, if you prefer, M. Grave’s crime consists in the
mere expression of his theory.

It is not a man whom you wish to imprison ; it is an Idea.

The modern jury is asked to condemn a political system just as m
the time of Louis XIV. Parliament or the Sorbonne was asked to con-
demn a treatise on indulgence or transubstantiation.

My comparison does not please you? Then I will change it. . The
modern jury is asked to condemn a system which lays claim to be that of
the future, just as Parliament or the Sorbonne would have been asked to
condemn those who set forth the principles of modern society a couple of
centuries too soon.

The Attorney-Créneral says to you: The theory which I indict, if it
were realised, would abolish the bourgeoisie.

Precisely as'the bourgeois system, by its realisation, has swept away
the nobility.

Whenever one thing is put in the place of another, the first must be
removed in order to put the second there.

The Parliament of olden times would undoubtedly have condemned
the principles of ‘modern society.
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Can you imprison the, principles which are puttorward us those o
future society ¢

say, 10,
Why ¢ ; o .
Boti ety passing sentence, the old Parliament would have begy, ik
] se, ass GA TR Q10 ~
logical : its powers rested on right divine. . |
“Whilst you, in passing sentence, would but belie yourselves your
powers rest on free investigation, 3 : ;
You are the sons of a Revolution which' was effected just to 1.k,
P ]
i i i are solie =day.
impossible the thing you are solicited to do to-da; : ,
You can, condemn a inan; yow can condemn a erime: you can i

longer condemn an idea. ; i .

You can only discuss it and refute it, if that be pos sible.

Be calm, Gentlemen of the Jury, and do not make a monster of )
Grave’s Idea. This Idea is not the monstrous fungus of which tln
Attorney-General spoke to you just now ; that would  be
without root in a fin de sicele delivinm, Tt is not of recent ‘
is two hundred years old.” Not only has M. Grave not enviched
bombs the bourgeois martyrology, he has not even enricl i
the intellectnal repertory of mankind.

‘What then 1s M. Grave's Idea ?

It may be summed’ up in two propositi 1st. If m bad, ]
fault may be imputed to the soeial apparatus: destroy this Lppaatus,
man will ]!e!(ﬂtlllle‘_’_{l)ml; 2nd, To prevent this socinl : pparatus being formed

again, it is needful to totally eliminate the prineiple of authm
“The total elimination of the principle of avthe 1 i

the powers in avhich. it is manifested ; these are the means and the end of
scientific Anarchy, the aim of which is the vealisation of the common @ood
by the suppression of competition and the harmonising of intew ts.

I am not discussing, 1 am not refuting. I am explaini;

Is this new 2

Take Rabelais and read his description of the abbey of Thelema » N

more government, no more constraint, individualism substifiit. d event
where for the co]]ectivity; and above the gate, as principle, the sole law:
Do what you wish—thatis, Do as you ought ; for man having, by hypo-

thesis, become good, would find his i/l coincide with his ustay.
Open Voltaire : His hero, Candide, visits Eldorado, the Kden drea

e
of in the philosopher’s mind, As in the abbey of Thelema : No kivs.
no constraint ; harmony, happiness everywhere.

‘* Candide asked to see the Court of dustice,| the Parliament : told 1
they had none, and that they never went to 1aw. t He inquired if thev hadans

prisons, and they told him, no.’’

This is the theory. Itisa moral malady! eries the A ttoruey-Generik

i

Jeaw | Grave. 15

Ah! When a new idea rises up in the world donot .beso ready. to
cry : it is a moral malady !

What is ocenlt science ¢ It isiunknown science. As s06n as unknown
science becomes known, it ceases to'be oceult 16 'béconie offitial.

Formerly, \Chemistry was called: % Alchemy,” -and Alchemists Were
burned., . Now-a-days,  Alchemy has ' become Chemistry, ' and ' 'the
Chemists are decorated.

It is with Sociologyas with all the seiences.

Every idea, which;is not conseerated, | vulgarised; and becomeé part’of
the impedimenta, of ;our every:day opinions,  which 'conflicts with our
customs and our education, seerhs monstrous;

We readily consider it as/a moral malady, and we'quickly make
answer to those who proponnditito ms: ¢ You are out of your mind !”

If someone had said to an old Roman senabtor: ¢ Slavery is‘a dis-
grace, slavery must be abolished !  the old Roman senator wonld have
replied : “ Destroy slavery 2 ¥oware an A narvchist! Slavery! Why,
it is the basis of society!! '\ Tt is/the basis of ‘all society ! - There ean be
no soeiety without slavery! 7. .. And with hand upon his'code, the
old senator would have defended slavery just as to-day, with hand apon
his law books, the Attorney-General defends capital.

None of the institutions’defended by the Attorney-General to'day
but. were, formerly branded as moral maladies.

If any one had predicted the society of thé Middle Ades to aman of
ancient times, he would have replied s #¥ou are & sick personi |7

If any one had predieted modern society t0 & man'of Feudal times,
he would have replied: % You ave a’sick person!?

St. Gregory lof Nyssa, the immortal thinker of the TV. century-—
Gregory of Nyssa was canonised; and he has been quoted by Le
Révolte ; - with this,/double recommendation, he ' cannot  be very
palatable to thelAttorney-General; no matter, I shall borrow a féw
words from him. St. Gregory of Nyssa wrote these lines i

“C He 9elio worlid 'gvve the name of robbery or ‘parricide to the iniquitons inven-
tion of <uterest asould not-Ye very for Jromy the truth. " What; indeed., does if
signafy f yone have made grourselves mmasters of | the lwealth of anotler| by scaling
walls or by killing passers-by, or.if you have acquired what belongs. to you by

the merciless method of the loan? '’ .
If any one had prophesied to St. Gregory as follows -

“ A dey will come when what thou tréatest as robbery and 'assassination will
become the law of the world, and iwhen an attorney-general : will -indiet din the
Assize Court the writers who share thy opinion. The whole, of society will he
founded upon usury. They will build a temple which they will call ‘Tur Stock
Excnaxcr.’ This temple will fill the place of thy cathedrals, even as thy
cathedrals have filled the place of the temple‘of Vierius or Tupiter. " The priests
serving in this new temple will be called Lévy, Arton, Reinach, Hugo Obern
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§ old that will assure {
il19swindle‘others ot of gol e {0 they
ey The}&‘z::;ruwm buy everything that is buyablé, and sémic of the thigy,
R g And vain revolts against their frightful empire will sorve only t,

that are not. g ¢ SgwinatiLie
make more manifest its terrible solidity !/’

1f any one had prophesied that to S;n. (;f.fl:n[r'\—.. : :\('1[ : ‘(.:[,.,..L,‘ ,l,.),i Who
believed in God, wauld ha\.eijﬁjll?ned his hands and cried : ord, delivg
us from such a moral malady ! : ' . s

The malady has run its.course.: From ' time:to t_mw, to n.‘snl_\' its
evil virus, it has thrown out Panamas—those tertiary symptoms of,
decomposing and  disselving body soeial ; and every day the caneey
increases that soon will corrupt us all !

Ah !/ do not-hasten to'say, Thisisa moral malady !

This, good or bad, this is human Thought.

Do not put: Thought in prison,

It always escapes from it. |

Do not kill Thought; it always comes alive again.

See ! it has been lmnged on every gibbet, it has been nailed to every
ipillory: it has lighted up all the gibbets with its rays, it has illuminagad
all the pillories with the fire of its haloes. :

It h.s been decapitated; burned, tortured, Within
walls, very similar to ours, magistrates, clad in the sime purple’and
capped with headgear like the Attorney General’s, have crushed it

eruecified !

beneath similar social thunderbolts, in similar murderouns periods, !
droned in similar inflections of voice, timed by similar see-saw westures:
for, in the midst of evolutions; revalutions, cataclysms, when all things
change and when all things crash together, immovable human justies,
everlastingly vietorious on the eve and  always vanquished on the mor-
row, keeps the same pose and the same physiognomy !

The.(onciergenie for Thought is the ante-chamber of the Panthéon!
And the magistrates cannot go out: without' passing the statue of ong
of their vietims.

They believe they could stifle Thought, but the Thought flashes forth,

Every day, at the corners of the crossways, in public places, the

Etienne Dolets,* crowned with immortelles, smile in the morning splen-
dours that greet the awakening of Paris !

Let Thought run its course, gentlemen ; do not stop it.

Defend yourselved'y donot persecute,

Gentlemen, hear my last appeal; it ¢ries to you from the depths of
‘my mind, with all the energy of my faith and my youth : J arymen of
the end of this century, do not persecute ! pxs

French: printer and man of letters, burnt ass

* Etienne Doletesamentshyat:
deretii 1540,

R

CASERIO,
WHY HE KILLED CARNOT.

Gentlemen of the Jury,—I do not propose to make a defence, but only
an explanation of my deed.

Since my early youth I began to learnthat the present;. society is
badly  organised, so badly that every  day many wretched men
commit suicide, leaving wife and children in the most terrible distress.

Workers, by thousands, seek for werk and cannot find it, . Poor
families heg for food, and shiver with cold.: they suffer the greatest
misery ;; the little-ones ask their miserable mothers for food and the
mothers cannot give them, because they have nothing. - The few things
which the home contained have already been sold or pawned. All they
can do is to beg alms, and often they are arrested as vagabonds,

I went away from my native place because I was frequently moved
to tears at seeing little girls of eight or ten years old- oblizved to work
fifteen hours a day for the paltry pay of 20 centimes [not quite tuzopence.
Young women of eighteen or twenty years old alse work fifteen hours
a day for a mockery of remuneration. And that happens. not only to
my fellow-countrymen, but to all the workers, who sweat the whole day
long for a crust of bread, while their labor produees wealth in abundance.
The workers are obliged to live under the most wretched eonditions, and
their food consists of a little bread, a few spoonfuls of rice, and water ;
so that by the time they are thirty or forty years old they are exhansted,
and go to die in the hospitals. Besides, in, consequence of bad food. and
overwork, these unhappy creatures are, by -hundreds, devoured by
pellagra—a disease that, in my country, attacks, as the physicians say,
those who are badly fed and lead a life of toil and privation.

I observed that there arve a great many people who are hungry, and
many children who. suffer, whilst bread and clothes abound in the
towns. I siw many and large shops full of clothing and woollen stuffs,
and I saw also warehouses full of wheat and Indian corn, suitable for
those who are in want. A nd, on the other hand, I saw thousands cf
people who do not work, who produce nothing and live on the labor of
others ; who spend every day thousands of francs for their amusement;
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who debauch the daughters of the. workers ; who own dwellings of
forty or fifty rooms, | twenty or thirty~horses, many servants ; in g
word, all the pleasures of life. e 6 :

Alas ! how much I suffered seeing this vile society so h,“:'”-‘f organised |

Many times I said to myself :.* Those \\_-h.n ;L’l)Tl:lﬁN"l the st fortupe
are the cause.of the present social inequalities. .

When T was a child, I was taught to lf_ﬂ\'c my native land ; but whep
T saw thousands of workers obliged to quit their country and leave thej;
children and their parents in utter destitution I said to myself: The
fatherland does not exist for the poor \\'cal'}:"l'ﬁz our country is the
whole world. Those who preach the love of count ry do s0 because
they have in that ecountry their personal interest, their well-being : a4
the bird defends its nest because it feels comfortable in it.

I believed in God ; but when I saw so great an inequality between
men, T dckriowledged that it was not God who created man, but may
who credtsd’ God.  And T diseovered that' those who want their pro-
perty to be respected have an interest in [ll-‘v:n.‘]tfll.-_{ the existence of
paradise and hell, and in keeping the people In ignorance.

On account of 'all this T became an ‘Anarchist,

On''the "1st of' May, 1891, when the workers of the whole worlg
demanded 4 holiday, ‘the governments republican well as monareh:
ical, answered “with rifles’ and prisons; many wi
wounded, and many more of them were sent to prison

Sinee'that year I have been an Anarchist, because I have ascertained
that' the Anarchist “ideal is eonsistent with my own fealir Ambongst
Anarchists alone have T found good and siticere men, who know how to
fight 'for the sake of the workers.

rikers were killed or

I also'began to'do Anarchist propaganda, and did not delav in pass
ing on to action. "I have not beén long 'in Frapece, but in this shdrt
timeé T have seen that all govert:ments are ‘alike, " T have seen the poor
miners of the North, 'who ‘struck because they did not darn’ enouth to
support their families, ‘and after more than threé months of str
they were 'forced" by hungér' to return' to worl o the'old terms "
the GoVernment did not care’at all' for these thiousands of ‘workers,
because it was engaged 'in preparing 'festivals' for the Friuico Rudsian

alliance in Paris, Toulon and Marseilles.
It was said that millions of franes must be'obtained by new taxes for

these festivities; and the mer wWho Have' &old 'their conscience o' the
bourgeoisie—that 'is" to ' shy, the' journalists wrote muny articles in
order to demonstrate' that' the alliance between' Framee and Russia

would be very profitahle for the workers. "And yet we poor workers are
‘1]“'33"5 in'the same wretched condition, arnd’ have to pay the expenses
of the Testivities of governments, F‘H”, when we ask work and ])]‘(‘:U_I,

(userio.
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wo are shot down, as were the miners of| the North, ! the pursants of
Sicily, and many ot hars.

Not [(‘1.};.;‘ Vaillant, threw,a, bomb in the Chamber of Deputies to
progest Agn the present system, of society: . He, killed no one, /only

wounded som  PaI ; vet the I"J'“.‘J"“i»‘a‘jllﬁﬁt'i: sentenced him to death.
And not satistied w h t :.'w- condemnation of the guilty man, they began
to pursue the Anarchists and amwest not.only those who had known
Vaillant, but even those who had merely been present at any Anarchist
lecture, | )

The Government did not think wof their, wives and children.
It did not consider that the men kept in prison were not the only ones
who suffered, and that their little ones cried for bread. Bourgeois

+ itself about these innocent ones, who do no: vet

jllh“('t‘ did not t

know what societ) It is no fault of theirs that their fathers are in
pl‘ir""“: they only want to eat.
The Government went on :.u:u'(-}nug ]l:-i\';lte ]1()115@:’.;‘ Ol’lt‘l!ill&[ pl‘iv."..te

ectures and meetings, and practising the most infa-

letters, forbiddin

mous oppressions against us.
Even now, hundreds of Anarchists are arrested for having written
an article in a newspaper or for having expressed an opinion in publie.
Why, if the governments use against us guns, chains and prisons,
should we Anarchists, who have to defend our lives, remain skulking
at home ¢ Should we renounce our idea, which is the truth? No: on

the contrary, we will answer those governments with dynamite, bombs,
-'IH[I fll:_‘

Inone word, we must do all we can to destroy the bourgeoisie and
the governments

Emile Henry threw a bomb in a restaurant; I avenged myself with
a poniard,

Gentlemen of the Jury, you are the representatives of bourgeois
society ; if you want my head take it; but do not believe that in so
st propaganda. Take care, for men

doing yon » the Anarchis
reap what they have sown.

The governments have begun to make martyrs : they have garrotted
in Xeres, hanced in Chicago, shot in Barcelona, guillotined in Paris.
The last words the vietims pronounced in the moment of their exccu-

“ Death to the IJ:III]j('A?i&iI‘!'J

crossed the seas and the mountains; they have

tion were :

T]ll".\‘!- words have

penetrated into the towns, into the villages, into the homes of millions
of workers,
The workers, until now. have suffered themselves to be led by ambi-

tious men, who trv to 1rule them by means of associations, trade unions,

syndicates and othen impostures, in order to be elected as Deputies or
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Councillors and so live without working,

But now, at last, it is recognised that only the violent Revolution
against the bourgeois system can Lelp the workers.

‘When the Revolution has taken place, the workers will no longer
commit suicide through misery ; ‘they will suffer no more by vears anq “7‘
years of imprisonment ; they will be hanged, shot, garrotted, guillotineq RE ’ A_RD & PUNISHMENT
no ‘more. For ‘the bourgeoisie, the kings, the presidents, the minjs. E
ters, the senators, the deputies, the judges of assizé courts and police —
magistrates will have perished beneath the people’s barricade in the

blaze of the Social Revolution ! Being a.speech made before the Codrs. in Paris by our' comrade Geor

Etiovant, who was sentenced to five years’ imprisonment for being concerned in
the robbery of dynamite cartridges.

| “GENTLEMEN,

“I wish to make a few remarks as to my position here at the bar
on trial, and to yours, gentlemen of the jury, as my judges. T want to
say that our ideas are so different that we should at least make the
attempt to comprehend the forces that have influenced and controlled us
both,  We are not born into, the world with any preconceptions ; no
ideas are innate in us. They came to us by means of our senses,
through the environment in which we lived.

So true is this, that if we are devoid of a sense we cannot form any

| conception of the sensations resulting in that sense. For instance, a
person blind from birth can have no idea of the variety of colour,
because he is devoid of the faeulty required for perceiving the colour
of objects. Besides, according to the abilities with which we are born,
We possess, in a greater or less degree, in one line of thought or another,
a power of assimilation arising from the greater or less degree  of
receptivity whick we possess on that subject.  Thus, for instance, some
Iearn with ease mathematies, whilst othérs show a great aptitude for
languages. This power of assimilation which we possess can be devel-
oped in each of us to an extent varying ad infinitum, by means of the

| multiplicity of analagous sensations which we receive,

But just as, if we use our arms almost exclusively, they will acquire
greater strength to the detriment of our other limbs or sections of our
body, they will become more apt to Fulfil their office in proportion as our
other limbs become less so, even so the more our power of assimilation
exercises itself in consequence of the multiplicity of analagous sensa-
tions produced by one line of thought, all the more, relatively to the
whole of onr faculties, shall we resist the assimilation of ideas derived
from an adverse line of thought. Thus it is that, if we have come to
consider one sort of thing or idea true and good, we shall be shocked
at all contrary ideas and oppose a great power of resistence to their
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assimilation, although to another they may appear so natural and so
just that we cannot in good faith understand how one can think other-
wise. Hvery day we see examples of this, and I do not think any one
will seriously deny its truth. This fact once formulated and admitted,
as.each-aet is the result of one orseveral ideas, it becomes evident that
in order to judge a mian,in' order to understand the responsibility of
the individual in the accomplishment of a deed, we must be able to know
each of the sensations which have led to the accomplishment of that
deed, appreciate their intensity, know the power of assimilation or force
of resistence which each of them has encountered i him, as'well as the
time during which hé has been under the influence first of each of them,
then of several, and last of all

Now who can give you the faculty of perceiving and feeling what
others perceive and feel or have perceived and felt? Fow can you
judge an'individual if you can not know precisely the causes which
have determined his act? “'And how can you get to know all these
causes as well as their relationship to each other, if you cannot pene-
trate the hidden workings of his brain and indentify yourself with him
80 as to know perfectly his inner self 7' But in order to do that it would
be recessary to understand his disposition better than one often under-
stands one’s own, much more than this - it would be necessary to have
a similar disposition, to subject oneself to the same influences, to live in
the simie'environment forr the same period, for that would be the only
way to become aware of the number and strength of the influences of
that environnient ‘when e mpared with the power of assimilation which
those influences have encountered in the individual.

Tt is thus impossible t6 judge our fellow creatures, as it is impossible
tor us to know pre cisely the influences which they obey and the strength
of the sensations which determine their acts when compared with their
power of assimilation or their forces of resistance. But if this 1mpossi-
bility 'did not exist we should, at the most, only be able to appreciate
exactly the ' variouns influences which they obeyed, their mutual relation-
ship, the greater ‘o1 lesser power of submitting themselves to these
influétic but, for all that, we should not be able to judge of their
respousibility in ‘the accomplishment of an act, for this good and great
redson—that responsibility does not ‘exist. : E

To understand well the non-existence of respousibility, it suffices to
consider the variousintellectual faculties (liﬂ)l;\)-n-w] in man. For respon-
sibility to exist it would be necessary that the will should determine
the sensations, just as these determine the thought and that determines
the act,” But, on the contrary, it is the sehsations which determine the
will, which give rise %6 it in us, and which divect it. For will is only
the'desire which we have to accomplish something destined to satisty

i R
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one of our needs, that is to say, to obtain a pleasurable sensation, to
avoid a painful sensation ; consequently we must feel or have felt these
qensations in order that will may rise in ms. - And wﬂ_l, created in' us
Ly the sensations, can only ba? uh:_mged by new sensations; that. is o
say, it can only 1:Ll<u_ a4 new (11z-ectlop, pursie & different PbJECt, if new
gensations give rise in us to a new line of thought or modify our former
litte of thought. 'I‘hijq lm'r; buerl: recognised in all ages: you yourselves
tacticly acknowledge it ; for, fltter all, do youw mot hear pleaded bP:fore
‘ot the case for the prosecution and the defence', that new sensations,
reaching you through the sense of hearing; can giverise in you to a will
to act in one way or another, or modify your formerwill? ' But as I said
in'‘the beginning, if ~one is _:wmmmmad,. in ' consequence of va/ !Dng
griceession of analogous sensations, to consider one 'idea: good al}d ]usté
all contrary ideas will shoek us, and we shall present a greatforceo
resistence of the assimiliation of thems | . [ f

It is for this reason that old people adopt ‘with difficuity new ideas
hecause, in the course of their existence, they have been :s.ub_]ected};w .
number of sensations arising from .t,he environment in whlclﬁh;:y ‘a\:e
lived, which have led them to consider ﬂs'good ideas those w Aohcarhom
accordance with the generally accepted idea of right and wm]fg Il)re-
vailing in that environment. It is for this same reason tlﬁat the (,011;
Cepti(';!l of justice and injustice has constantly varied in the Cglig‘s?egt
centuries, that to-day it varies greatly indifferent countries;in ; il
nations, and even in different 'meny -and, as these diverse f;mwp 1om‘3;
eart only be relatively good and just, we musb conelude t-h(}t. a }.;zreaé
poa'tion: if not the whole; of mankind are Stll_i ab f.ault on this su;3 i;,i
This also explains tous whiy an argument which will convince on

ill leave another unmoved. ;
wﬂBut, whichever happens, he who -is struck by an argl‘iﬁe;gogl:ﬂa:g
unable to prevent his will l:ein_g influenced l?y ibin Sorlt)lfi toe : Vexit -
he whom the argument’ has:left unmoye_;d will be un.a e 131]:3;31;1 g
will from remaining in the 5-:.1111‘_3 cm};‘hft:g;; z:;c Eifgrietal ,o(f:iigy, the{;ther

i y unable to prevent himself ir : 1

?: ?L \(“(l)llllf}l,'i]‘\l' wny—-—m}]iess new sensations should intervene to modify
B i erform mo-act, good'or

Although it may sound l]}ke a _pa.ra.dox WehI_JCh i Y ,forced o
bad, nio matter how insignificant 16 mayfbf,ilwr;laticnship which exists
perform, since every act is the result of the e S A
between one or more sensations arising from T?hqle?'w];oihich e R
we live and' the greater or lesser power of a,ssxfm a %%le L o
encounter in us. ! Then, since we c:mmot be L'G?b}_‘JGHS%t'h ol tg e
or Jesser power of ‘assimilation which we possess vvv'letenoegof iy
order of sensations, nor for the existence or non-exis

—
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arising from-thé environment in which we live:iand for the sensations
which result from it, any more than for their 1elationship to each other
or for our greater or lesser respective facilty or force of resistance ;
néither ean we be responsible for the result of this relationship, since
it/is not only independent of our will but, in fact, determines, our; will,
Thus any judicial act is impossible, and: punishment. and reward are
alike unjust, however slight they may be, and however great may. be
the ‘good o1 evil of the deed. - ob ] ‘

“One cannot: thus judge mén -or éven their acts without -a sufficient
ériterion, and this criterion: does: not exist:j-atany rate: it cannot be
found in law, for true justice is unchangeable &nd aws ehange, It is
with laws as with every thing else. . If laws are good, why deputies and
senators to change them 2./ And. if they are bad; why magistrates to
apply thém 2

By the mere fact of being born every human being has/a right to live,
labour; and be happy.: This right of cireulatingfreely in space—the
earth under one’s feet, the skiy above one's head, the sunlight in one's
eyes, the air in one’s lungs-this primordial right, this impreseriptible
and natural right anterior to all others, is to-day denied to millions of
human beings. ! ‘

These millions of disinherited, from whom: the rich have; taken the
earth (the common mother), cannot take a step to the right or left, can-
noteat or sleep; cannot, i1 one word, give free play to their organs,
eaniiot satisfy their needs and/live without the permission of other men ;
their life is always precarious, at the merey! of the eaprice of those who
have become their masters, They cannot circulate in the great domain
of humanity without encountering barriers at every step, without being
stopped by these words: “ Don’t go into that field, it is So-and-so's ;
don’t goiinto this wood, if belongs o this one; don’t pick this fruit,
don’t eateh those fishy ithey belong to that one.” . .
< (LAndiif they sisk o ¢ Why=—then; what have 'we goti 2" they. will be
answered s ¢ Nothing? jou have nothing.” - |And already, whilst still
quite suiall; their brains are so fashiened by veligion and law that they
may acoept; without murniuring, this outrageous injustice.

The earth revolves round the sun and presents, alternately, each of its
sidés to the: vivifying influence ¢f thats star, but: this. great/ revolution
is hot miade for the equal benefit of all human ereatures ;. for the earth
belongs to some and net to others, men have bought it with their gold
and silver. But by wha subterfuge has:this-been accomplished since
gold and silver-are contained in the earth with other metals 2

How ds it that a part can equal in volume the whole 2

How is it that| after buying the earth with their, gold, they still
Ppossessi that gold ¢—Mystery / I

7 s .
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Nor can they have bought, or inherited from their fathers, those im+
mense forests, buried for millions of centuries by geological revolutions;
because at that time there was no human being on the earth. Never-
theless it belongs to them ;| for all, from the depths of the earth and the
bottom of the oceans to the highest summits of the great mountains;
—all belongs to them, Forests formerly grew so that this ‘man might
give a dowry to his daughter ; geologieal revolutions took place: so that
that man might give a palace to his/mistress; and it was in order that
they might drink champagne that those forests were slowly converted
into coal. ' {
mtBut if the disinherited should ask : % What shall we do to live if we
have a right to nothing 2” they are told : “ Console yourselves ; the pos-
sessors are worthy men and, provided you are good, provided you obey
all their wishes, they will allow you to live,in return for which you
must till their fields, make their clothes; build their houses, shear their
sheep, prune their trees, construct machinery, make books,—in short,
provide all those physical and intellectual pleasures to which they alone
have a right. - If the rich are kind enough to let you eat their bread,
and drink their water, you must thank, them warmly, for your lives,
belong to them, as well as everything else.” 5 tas .

You have no right to live unless iti be. with their permission, and on
condition that you work for them. They: will direct you, they will.
watch you work, they will enjoy the fruits of |your toil ;; fon, it is their,
due.  All that you may require for your work belongs tathem-also..
While. they, born, at the same time as you,shall pass ﬁheu-»;-hves com-
manding, all your lifetime ' you must obey. . Whilst they are able to.
rest in the shade of trees, poetise on/the murmaur of nvulets,-st«rengphen
their muscles in the water of the sea, seek health af therma]-sprmgs,‘_
enjoy the splendid views from the height of mountains, enter into pos-
session of the conquests of human intellect and thus converse with
those powerful sowers of ideas, those indefatigable seekers of thg_Bey_ond,
you, when hardly grown out of your ﬁrst.' childhood, slaves. from bn]:;h,
you must begin to drag your burden of misery ; you must produce, that,
others may consume; work, that others may be idle ; die at your: task,
that others may live in joy. ¥ I doidw moidieoq

‘Whilst they {n'e able ‘:;oytraverse the earth in all directions, to enjoy:
all horizons, to live in constant communion with Nature, and toiséek’at
the inexhaustible source of poetry the most refined and sweeb Sel:ﬁﬁ&h@ﬁ'
that can thrill a human heing, you shall have for all: your horizon the!
four walls of your hovels, of your workshops  of the penal .sebh]ement‘
or the prison ; a mere human machine whose life’ consists in' one ac:
indefinitely repeated, you must recommence each day the task: of yes-i
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terday, until gome wheel breaks in you, or, worn out and”'old, you are
east into the gutter as mnable to provide them with sificient Foturts.
Woe to you if illness should east you' down-if, ‘young ‘or' ‘old, ‘you
should be too weak' produce "at ‘the good " pleasure ‘of ‘the possessing
classes! Woe to you if you should find fio one to whont you may pros-
titute your' brain, your arm, your body *=you will "fall ‘from abyss to
abyss ;- they will make & erime of yourrags, a veproach of your pangs
of hunger: the whole of society will liurl' anathemas against youw, and
Authority intervening, law in hand, will cry after' you: “ Woe to the
homeless ! woe to those with no roof to shelter them ! woe to him' who
has not'a bed on which to vest his weary limbs'!" woe to him'who dares
to be hungry when others have overfed ¥ woe to him who is ¢old when
others are warm'! woe to vagabonds ! wos to'the vanquished 1”7 © Taw
will strike them for daaing to have nothing whilé others have all. ' Tt
18 just,” says Law, ¢ Tf ig'a crimal” say we it must not be, it must
céase to'exist; for it'is unjust”

Too long have men acceptad as a thoral law the expression of the' will
of the few and powerful ; too lonig has 'the ‘wickedness ‘of some found
accomplices in the ignorance and cowardice of others ; 'too'long have
men been deaf to the voice of redson, justice and Nature ; too long have
they accepted lies as truth:' 'And here is the truth : =~ What is lifo but
a perpetual pracess of assimilation and dispersion ' which incorporates
with the human being molecules of matter in diverse fors and then
soon snatches them away to combine them anew in &thousand different
ways; ‘a perpetual process of action and reaction between the individual
and his surrounding natural environment, which is composed of ‘all that
is“not himself : ‘such s life!" | All things animate “and inanimate
perpetually tend, by their continucus aetion, to the absorption’ of ‘the
individual, to the dissolution of hig identity, to his death.

Nature only fashions new from old ; she always'destroys to create ; she
brings life out of death, and she has to' kill ‘what 4s to give birth to
what shall ‘be.” Thus life is only possible for the individusal through
perpetual reaction ‘between himself 'and the totality ‘of ‘things which
surround him. © He ean only live on condition of combating the decom-
position which all things subject him to, by assimilating to himself new
mpolecules which, in'his turn, he must borrow from everything.

And, indeed, all animate objects, ut whatever stage of organization
they may be, from zoophytes to men, are provided with the requisite
faculties for combating the decomposition of ‘their organisms by ‘incor-
porating in themselves new elemenits” botrowed from the environment
m'which they live. -~ All are provided with ‘move’ or less perfect organs
designed to-prevent the preseiee of e nses kely to'bring about too

g‘
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'. while proclaiming himself the first of all men.

~ ideas, be théy religious; moral, or politieal|
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k ﬁgwﬁftr a decomposition.  All are provided with organs énabling them to
- fioht against the disorganizing influence of ' the elements. ]
. Why should they be provided with these organs _1&' they are not: to
pse them—if it is not right/ for them to make use of them? (

 Let. the one side cease to deny. the other the right to life and
; f;pines_s, and prostitution and murder will disappear ; for all-are born
equally free and good. It.is: the zocial laws which imake men bad and
justy slaves, or masters, robbed and robbergs,. mm-de[’..ers or vxct.xqas.
iver.y‘ man is an independent: autonomons being, that is “‘fhy the in-
‘dependence of each should be respected.  Everyattempt against natural
. liberty; every enforced restraint, is a erime whichcalls for revolt:

. I am well aware that iy argument bears no resemblance to the
i

:‘: political economy taught by M. Leroy-Beaulien, nor to the morality of

" Malthus, nor to the Christian Séeialism of Leo. XIII.; iv]I;o prgsifhes_ lt'lt:e
e it f riches while himself surrounded by wealth, and humility
B procoin I am well aware that
1 1 o . 3 ted

b tural philosophy runs. counter to- all, generally accep 3
B i ot But its ultimate victory is
assured for it is superior to all other philosophical theory, to all other
‘moral .coneeption, for it windicates mo right for some u-{z:zch it d;aes ot
’gq‘rmlﬂ'y vindicate for others ;and it means true c';qualm yoat: amplies
jusﬁicé. It does not bend before either time or environment—and does
not proclaim the same action both-good and bad: .
+ It has nothing in common with that double-faced morality commog
among men now-a-days which deeides:an aletion to | be gooél or| ba
according to the latitude-or longitude in which it is performed. !
o For instance it does not proclaim that itois sometimes atromousfm_;t.;
sometimes-sublime to seize a thing and leave behind  the corpaﬁ; 01 i ?
former owner. - Atrocious if ititakes place, in the nelghPo’m (;::;,c-]_if
Paris, sublime if it takes place in the nelﬁ‘bem;hood of Hz& 11: ogoes 1n01f:

\ i it: of el i v pewar:
And as it does not admit of either punishment or - 7 ‘
«call for the guillotine on the one hand,-or an a:potheogs lon the Otht‘:i
In place of all the innumerable and ever:ehahngm% m'ﬁ_;lal b;WShlél]'_ze?ery

slave ing: their frailty
me to; enslave others and‘ proving (Aral t .
ﬁ?ufn%er and instability, it substitutes naftural Justl.)lc:, t;hzj g;]afrﬁ;;;a&lz
1 evi ich i k of no man but res

law of good and evil, which is the work of ub v i

i ] i d is that which is good for us,
internal organization of each. - The goo | ch 1 ey
$h?cljl1 proc?]res for us pleasurable sensai'ﬁops,t ﬁ.néi fz? _1_1; 1set§§fﬁ esex:;ail

i 1 whaeh w §1re

ions which determine our will, the good 1s thatavhe macdehinas o)
2;0(?}:&;‘ i:ﬁ]‘.ch is bad for us, tha which gives.us En.mful bul)&xtiﬂ{ls, 11; 1§
that which we domot desire.  ‘‘Do As ¥OU WISH, 15 the ?nl_y };mi: r,gg
our justice recognizes; for it proelainis the liberty: ! of - each
equality of all,
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Those who think that none would work unless obliged to, forget that
inaction is death—that we have energies to expend so as to renew them
continuously, and that health and happiness can' only be préserved on
th_e condition of activity—that as none wish to be unhappy and ill, all
will have to use their organs so as to enjoy all' their faculties ; for a
faculty which is not used does not exist, and that means one source of
happiness the less in the life of the individual.

To-morrow as to-day, as yesterday, men will wish to be happy, they
will always expend their energy, they will always work ; but as the
work of all will be produetive of social wealth, the happiness of ‘all and
each will be augmented thereby and thus each will be able to enjoy the
luxury he has a right to; for/there is no such thing as the superfluous
and all that can exist is necessary. ;

_ Man is not only a stomach, he has ako a brain; he requires books,

picbures, statues, musie, poetry, just as he requires bread, air and sun.
light ; but, just as'in his consumption he must only be limited by his
power of consumption, so, in his production, he must only be limited by
his power of production, and as he consumes according to his needs he
must produce according to his capacity. | Now who can know his needs
better than himself? Who ean know his capacity better than himself?2
No one : consequently man must produce and consune according to
his own will.

Humanity has always had the latent knowledge that it eould only be
happy and that all the beautiful qualities of human pature would only
be able to expand under Communism.

Thus the golden age of the ancients was based on common property
and it never occurred to the choicest natures who 'have poetised the
past that the happiness of man was compatible with private property.
They knew by intuition or experience that all the evils and  vices of
humanity arise from the antagonism of interests created by individual
appropriation unlimited by needs; and they never dreamt of a society
without wars, without murders, without prostitution, without erime
and 'without viee, which was not also without property-owners.

It.is because we wish for no' more wars, no murders, no prostitution
no vice, no crime, that, we struggle for human liberty and dignity. In
spite of all gags the word of truth will ' ring through the world and
mien will thyill at its sounid, they will fise.ab the call of Liberty to e
the artisans of their own happiness. 8o, indeed, we are strong  in lour
very weakness; for, whatever may happen; we shall congquer:.

Our enslavement teaches men that they have a right to revolt; our
imprisonment, that they have a right to  freedom jrand by our (,ie:Lth
they learn that they have a right todive.!i

4t shot Flourens and Ferré.

George. dticvant. - Y9

_Presently, when we shall return to prison and, you, will. return to

| your families, superficial observers will ‘think that we are the con--

quered.—An error: we are the men of the future, and you are the men
of the past. T T 2 s

e represent to-morrow, and you yesterday; and no one has the
power to prevent each minute that goes by from bringing nearer ' the
morrow and distaneing yesterday. - Yesterday has always, tried to- bar

- the way of the morrow and it has always been conquered in its very

victory ; for the time it had passed in conquering has brought 1t

. nearer to its defeat.

7t made’ Socrates drink the hemlock'; ¢, made Galileo recant under

: pain of torture; ¢ burnt John Huss, Stephen Dolet, William of Prague,

Giordano Bruno; it guillotined Hébert, Babeeuf ; ¢ poisoned Blanqui ;-
What were the names of the judges -of
Socrates, of Galileo, of John Huss,ef William of Prague, of Stephen
Dolet, of Giordano Bruno, of Hébert, of Babeeuf, of Blanqui, of Flourens,
of Ferr¢ ¢ No one knows : they are the past; they were already dead
whilst they yet lived. They have not even attained the fame of
Erostrates; whilst Socrates is immortal, whilst Galileo yet lives, whilst
John Huss exists, whilst William of Prague, Giordano Bruno, Stephen
Dolet, Hébert, Babeeuf, Blanqui, Flourens and Ferré live.

Thus we shall be happy in our misfortune, triumphant in our misery,
victorions in our defeat.. 'We shall be happy, no mattér what happens;
or we are certain that at the breath of the.renovating idea others will
be brought to the truth, other men will undertake our interrupted task
and bring it to a good end; and, finally, that a-day will come when the
star which gilds the harvests will shine on Humanity without, armies,
without eannons, without frontiers, without barriers, without prisons,
without magistrates, without police, without laws and without gods;
free at last intellectnally and physcially, and men, reconciled with
Nature and themselves, will at last be able to quench their thirst for
justice in the universal harmony. | ARTOR. T3 £ VOLT

What matters it if the dawn of this_tgreat day be impurpled by the
glow of fires; what matters it that in the morning of that day the dew
be bloody 2 The tempest also is.useful to purify. the atmosphere ; the
sun-shines more brightly after the storm. ~_ *~ S

And the glorious sun of Liberty will. shine’ and . Humanity will be
happy: Then; each sheltering his dindividual happiness behind _th,e
universal happiness, no one will do evil; for, 1%\5'111 be to no one's
advantage to do evil. oA i i e s

‘Free man amidst enfranchised Humanity ‘will' be able to march
unhindered from vietory to victory for the good of all towards the
unbounded infinity of his intellectual powers.
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The riddle of to-day—Liberty, Equality, Fraternity,~ set by the
Sphinx of the Revolution, when solved will be-—Anarchy:.
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