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Anarchism is a theory of human development which
lays no less stress than Collectivism upon the ecconomic
or materialistic aspect of social relations ; but, whilst
granting that the immediate cause of existing evils is
cconomic, Anarchists believe that the solution of the
social problem can only be wrought out from the equal
consideration of the whole of the experience at our
command, individual as well as social, internal as well as
external.  Life in common has developed social instinct
in two conflicting directions, and the history of our
experience in thought and action is the record of this
strife within each individual, and its reflections within
each society.  One tendency is towards domination ; in
other words, towards the assertion of the lesser, sensuous
self as against the similar seif in others, without seeing that
by this attitude, true individuality impoverishes, empties
and reduces itself to nonentity. The other tendency is
towards equal brotherhood, or to the self-affirmation and
fulfilment of the greater and only true and human sellf,
which includes all nature, and thus dissolves the illusion
of mere atomic individualism.

Anarchisi is the conscions recoguition that the first of
these tendencies is, and has always been, fatal to real social
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unicn, whether the coercion it implies be justified on the
Plea of superior strength or superior wisdom, of divine
right or necessity, of utility or expedience; whether it
takes the form of force or fraud, of exacted conformity to
an arbitrary legal system or an arbitr ary ethical standard,
of open robbery or legal appropriation of the universal
luthrlght of land and

To compromise with this tendency is to prefer the

the fruits of social labour,

narrower to the wider expediency, and to delay the pos-
sibility of that moral development which alone can make
the individual one in feeling with his fellows, and organic
society, as we are beginning to conceive of it, arealisable
ideal.

The leading manifestations of this obstructive tendency
at the present moment are Property, orthe domination over
things, the denial of the ¢laim of others to their use ; and
Authority, the government of mau by mau, embodied in
majority rule ; that theory of representation which, whilst
admitting  the .clainy of the individual to self-guidance,
renders him the slave of the simulacrum that now stands
for society.

Therefore the first aim of Anarchisn is to assert and

inake good the dignity of thmndmdual .human being, by

his deliverance from every description of arbitrary restraint
—economic, political and social; and, by so doing, to make
apparent in their true force the real social bonds which
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already knit men together, and, unrecognised, are the
actual basis of such common life as we possess, The means
of doing this rest with each man’s conscience and his
opportunities.  Until it is done any definite proposals for
the reorganisation of society are absurd. It is only
possible to draw out a very geuneral theory as to the
probable course of social recontruction from the observa-

tion of growing tendencies.

Anarchists believe the existing organisation of the State
only necessary in the interest of monopoly, and they aim
at the simultaneous overthrow of both monopoly and State,
They hold the “centralised administration of productive
processes” a mere reflection of the present middle-class
government by representation upon the vague conception
of the future.
and distributive associations utilising a common capital,

They look rather for voluntary productive

loosely federated trade and district communities practising:
eventually complete tree communism in production and
cousumption. They believe that in an industrial com-
munity in which wealth is necessarily a social not an
individual product, the only claims which any individual

can fairly putforward to a share in such wealth are: firstly,

* that he needs it ; secondly, that he has contributed towards

it to the best of his ability ; thirdly (as regards any special
article), that he has thrown so much of his own personality
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authority, and its main cause and sanction will disappear
with the destruction of monopoly and the State. Crime
resulting from defective mental and physical development
can surely be dealt with, both more scientifically and
more humanely, by fraternal medical treatment and
improved - education, than by brute force. however
elaborated and disguised.

As for the expression of bhe common life of the
community, and the practical persuasion and assistance
desirable to raise those who have lagged behind the
average of moral developmeut, it is.enough to note the
marvellous growth of public opinion since the emancipa-
tion of platform and press to become aware that no
artificial machinery is needed to enforce social verdichs
and social codes of conduct without the aid of written laws
administered by organised violence. Indeed, when arbit-
rary restraints are removed, this form of the rule of
aniversal mediocracy is, and has always been, a serious
danger to individual freedom ; but as it is a natural, not
an artificial result of life in common, it can only be
counteracted by broader moral culture.

Anarchism is not a Utopia, but a taith based upon the
<cientific observation of social phenomena. In it the
individualist revolt against authority, handed down to us
through Radicalism and the philosophy of Herbert

Spencer, and the Socialist revolt against private
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into ity creation that hie can best utilise it.  When this
conception of the relation between wealth aud the indivi-
dual Las been allowed to supersede the idea now upheld
by force, that the inherent advantage of possessing wealth
is to prevent others from using it, each worker will be
entirely free to do as natwe prompts, £.¢., throw his whole
soul into the labour he has chosen, and make it the
spontaneous expression of his intensest purpose wid
desire.  Under such conditions only labour becomes plea-
swre and its produce a work of art. But all cocriive organ-
{sation working with machine-like regularity is fatal to the
realisation of this idea. It has never proved possible to
perfectly free huniatt beings to co~operate spontancously
with the precision of machines. Spontaneity, or artificial
order and symmetry niust besacrificed. And as spontaneity
is life, and the ovder and symmetry of any given epoch
only the forms in which life temporarily clothes itself,
Anarchists have no fears that in discarding the Collec-
tivist dream of the scientitic regulation of ndustry, and
in inventing 1o formulas for social conditions as vet
unrealised, they are neglecting  the essential for the
vislonary.

The like reasoning is applicable to the moral aspeet of
social relations. Crime as we know it is @ symptom ol
fhe strain upon human fellowship involved qu the fal-e

and artificial social arrangements which are ciforced by







