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TRUE & FALS
—  SOCIETY. -

I have been asked to give you
the socialist view of the Labour
question. Now in some ways that
is a difficult matter to deal with—
far beyond my individual capacities
—_and would also be a long busi-
ness; yet in another way, as a mat-
ter of principle, it is not difficult
to understand or long to tell of,
and does not need previous study
or acquaintance with the works of
specialists or philosophers. Indeed,
if it did, it would not be a politi-
cal sabject, and I hope to show you
that it is pre-eminently political in
the sense in which I should use the
word; that is to say, it is a mat-
ter which concerns ecveryone, and

< PRee e has to do with the practical every-
‘ Lecture by day relations of his life, and that
Wm. Morris, 24/3/1824 —5/1)/96. not oaly as anindividual, but as a
member of a body corporate, nay, as a member of that great corpora-
tion—humanity. Thus considered, it wold be hard indeed if it could not
be understood readily by a person of ordinary intelligence who can bring

" his mind to bear upon’it without prejudice.  Such a person can learn

the basis of the opinion in even an hour's talk, if the matter be clearly
put before him. It is my task to attempt this, and whether I fail of suc-
ceed, T can atleast promise you to use no technical phrases which would
require explanation, nor will 1, as far as 1 can help, go into any specu-
lative matter, but"will be as plain and, as practical as I can be. :

Yet 1warn you‘{'_that_ you may be dis@)_pointe;i when “you find that I
have no elaborate plan, no details of a netesociety to lay'ostoze you, that

to my mind, to attempt this would be putting before you a micrs delasion.
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What I ask you to consider is in the main the clearing away away of
obstacles that stand in the way of the due and unwasterul use of labour
— a task not light indeed, nor to be accomplished without the most stren-
wous effort in the teeth of violent resistance, but yet not impossible for
humanity as we know it, and as I firmly believe not only necessary, but,
as things now are, the one thing essential to be undertaken.

Now you all know that, taking mankind as a whole, it is necessary for
man to labour in order Lo live. Certainly not all things that we enjoy
arg the work of man’s lahour; the beauty of the earth, and the action
of nature on our sensations, are always here for us to enjoy, but we can
only do ‘so on the terms of our keeping ourselves alive and in good case
by means of labour, and no inventions can set aside that necessity. The
*merest savage had to pluck the berry from the tree, or dig-up the root
+ from the ground before he can enjoy his dog-like sleep in sun or shade;
and there are no savages who have not got beyond that stage; while the
the progressive races of mankind have for many ages got a very long
way beyond it so that we have no record of any time when they had
not formed some sort of society whose aim was to make the struggle with nature for
subsistence less hard than it otherwise would have been, and to win a more abund
ant livlihood from her.

Tt was unfortunately necessary to cut this article at thfs stags, but it
will be continuéd iu subsequent issues. A

BOYCOTT

the Japancese militarist butchers, who are
making a shambles of China, raining death
from air, sea and land, particularly on the
proletarian districts, brutally murdering thous-
ands of women and children.  But why not
also boycott Italy, Germany and their puppet
Frarco, all of whom are equally guilty of a-
trocities on non-combatants, above all against
the common people. But just as the ‘Nation
al* Government has consistently shielded the
slaughterers of the Spanish people, so do they
now propose to prevent a boycott of the ja-
panese. Workers, if you want a boycott, im-

pose it yourselves by the method, not of parli
amentarism, but of DIRECT ACTION!
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ting news to you is becoming a very big problem indeed.
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The Anarchists 1n Spain
‘A REPLY TO EMMA GOLDMAN

By Ethel M ‘Donald

Barcelona, 20th August, 1937.

This is an experiment. Let me know immediately if you receive this
letter. My former method of writing to you no longer exisits and get-
i It is a ter-
rible feeling to know that you have to be careful of everything that you
say and even then not to be sure that that will be alright. Such is

censorship.

I have just been reading the issue of “Spain and the World” for 2nd.

July which makes very interesting reading. In it there is an article from
the pen of Emma Goldman and I think that as an experiment in the art

of being on both sides of the fence at the same time, it is perfect. I

‘Ado not say that because one does not accept the position of the official
element of the CNT-FAI, one must necessarily defend the position anl
action adopted by a certain section of the French Anarchists.

: ; : But at
last one n"aust yrake up his mind with reference to the stand taken by
the CNT-FAL To explain why the CNT took the stand it did, does not excuse
it, if it was wrong, from taking that stand. And if, as Emma says, she
foresaw all that would take place from the moment when the &narchists
entered the Ministries, then she had no right to be so willing to be the
official element of that organisation in Britain but should have continued to
criticise the Anarchists in order that the world would hear the opposition
point of view. Not all the foreign comrades present in Barcelona agreed
that the coneessions made by the CNT-FAI were the first wrong step taken
in the rise of the- Revolution. Some did and on all occasiens put forward
their point of view. But it is also true that certain of these comrades who
spoke against the CONT position were gradually eliminated by the persoms in
E.harg-e} of the 1fﬂrelijgn %.\ropti.lgaml-a here in Barcelona. That is, not by the
Spanish comrades, but by those foreign. .comrades—whe,according ¥ :
foresaw what would happen. oy ccording to Frma

I also believe that the leaders of the ONT did not wilfully betray the
movement but what does that matter. The fact remains that the revolutionary
spontaneity of the workers was wasted during the May Days by the hesitating
and unanarchist behaviour of those persons who were in the position to lead
but who in fact proved themselves less revolutionary than the mass of ‘the
people. The explanations put forward by them for this behaviour are per-
fectly logical. Tf the workers had gome forward in the May Days and taken
complete control throughout Catalonia there is no doubt that there would have
been direet intervention against this on the part of England and France. It is
also highly prebable that there might have been disruptions between the
alleged anti-fascist sections at the fronts. But would all this have had the
same serious result as has had the eriminal cooling-down of the revolutionary
ardour of the people? And by our capitulation, have we maintained the anti-
fascist front? Surely it is obvious to all. To-day there is serious trouble in
the anti-faseist front. Because of our weakness the Communist Party are now
going to every length they ean to eliminate the Anarchists and drive every
foreign revolutionary from the country. To-day we are in the position of
the Anarchists before the revolution—we:speak in whispers, we have to be
careful where we utter our opinions, we are pot sure if the person sitting
next to us is a police spy or not. Each day more and more comrades are
arrested, many of whom have fought and been wounded at these very same
anti-fascist fronts.

No! If the Anarchists had gone forward they could have assumed their
rightful place as the true voice of the libertarian people of Spain. But the




leaders stilled the urge of the people and now, as T have said, there exists,
more or less, a dictatorship based'on the Russian variety. In a social Fevolu-
tion can we expect, to have non-intervéntion on the part of the dutside govern-
ments? Surely, at least, We should know that muéh. That whenéver there is
“a'revolution, theére also will there be foreign intervention. At the anti-fasecist
front what have we done? Babotage of these anarchist and revolutionary
battalions who were struggling, not for a ‘demoeratic ‘republic or for a Com.
‘munist ‘Party dictatorship, -but for the soeial révolution. I have written you
before of the treatment to which the comrades in these battalions are subjected
and of the efforts that are made, with some success, and the tricks that are
employed to bring about their' disintegration. The anti-fascist front is being
broken up, not by the Anarchists, but by our Communist Party and Républican
friends. With all the compromises made, we have gained nothing. We gave
in to militarisation, Has this yiélded such great results? Are we advancing?
Has the bombing of towns and the murder 'of innocent people ceased?

.. To come back, Emma is mot in agreement with the position ‘adopted, but
where. did she criticise, our comrades of the OCNT? Had the criticiem been
-public it might have had some effect on the trend of the Spanish 'Revolution
through making the workers in Britain eonscious of the difficultios ‘with ‘which
the Anarchists were faced and so making the workers act that the compromises
would have been out ‘of place. But Emma becomes sentimental and: harks on
the' old tale: ‘‘ Which one of us has been consistently true’to- his ideas? 7’
Bhe cites Kropotkin and the anti-Anarchist stand taken by him during  the
Great War. But'even ‘with that, says Emma, no one would have hought of
‘charging Kropotkin with trédchery and corruption. Well, I am not sure.
Kropotkin. was charged with tréachiery. And it seems to me that a man or
woman who has constantly urged opposition to war and who, at the first
opportunity that is presénted to prove his' words, fails, that person is certainly
“guilty of ‘treachery. How many developed an opposition to war by the words
of Kropotkin? And how many beeame Anarchists and opposed to government
‘and lack of faith in the “workers through the propaganda conducted by those
very ‘same. persons who denied their old work by their behaviour after the
Spanish Revolution commericéd?  No matter how ugly the term may. be, it is
‘nothing less' than tréachery. And as such should be denounced.

And from the Anarchist point of view sirce when did the struggle in
‘Spain become but'an'anti-fascist war ?

Emma says: “What about ourselves? We were against the world war and
some of ‘us went to prison for our opposition to it. Yet we immediately
rallied to the support of the anti-fascist war. We did so because ‘we consider
fascism the greatest menace in the world,  the 'poisonous contagion which
disintegrates all political and social life.- The fascist countries as well as the
Russian dictatorship certainly prove this. One can still breathe in demoeratic
countries, little demoeracy though they 'may have. ‘One can still raise one’s
voice against every political abuse and social iniguity. One still has a certain
amount of security to one’s liferand limb. All this is obliteratéd by Fascism.’

As Anarchists we are opposed to'war., ' We are opposed to imperialist-war,
to wars for spoil and plunder, te ‘wars that use the working-class merely as
cannon fodder for the purpose of increasing the wealth of one or another
tuling class. And as Anarchists we ought to understand that Fascism is not
something new, some new force of evil opposed to society, but is only ‘the old
enemy, Capitalism, under a new'and fearful sounding name. Capitalism is
the ‘‘greatest contagion which disintegrates-all social and political life. There
are still but two classes in society ; those who have and those who have not;
the rich and the poor, the persecutors and the oppressed. But this is waived
aside and the menace “‘Fascism’’ is waved before the nose of the working class
and under the guise of ‘‘Anti-Fascism’’ elements are admitted to the working
class movement whose interests are still diametrically opposed to ‘these of the
_workers. Spain proves ‘this. Here in the ‘‘Anti-Fascist’’ ' movement we-have
gathered all the petty bourgeoisie and all the reactionary elements. “Anti-
Fascism is the new slogan by which the working class is being betrayed. _Our
stand, as Anarchists, with regard to the Spanish Revolution ‘was taken, or

. should have been taken, not because we were ‘Anti-Fascists but because we
are social revolutionaries. We did not- give our support ‘to ‘the ' Anti-Fascist
war as such but to the social revolution that commenced in ‘Spain-on July
19th, 1936.

We_supported the workers of Spain then, and fo-day it is those same
workers who need and expect our support. And our support only goes to
groups and organisations to the extent that those groups are the revolutionary
voice of the masses. 3 : -

Let us be frank. The workers were betrayed in May. They were
betrayed because they forgot that always they should go forward disregarding
obstacles that are placed in their way and the voices that try to dissuade
them. July 19th was possible because of that understanding. The May Days
have given rise to a trail of pérsecution and oppression because of their forget-
fulness. All of the people are revolutionary at one time only very occasion-
ally, and anyone, under no matter what pretext or excuse who wastes such
periods should never again be in the position to do the same under different
circumstances. Let us agree that they betrayed unconsciously, biit let us see
that they will never be able to do it again.. For before the anger of the
revolutionary workers, everything is swept. aside. In May the Anarchists
could have taken all. But only when the new upsurge of the masses comes
will that be shown.

(The above letter from Ethel MacDonald was posted secretly in Barcelona on
Aungust 20th; was received in Glasgow on October 13th. It is published in the
“Workers‘ Free Press,”" as being the ‘challéenging organ of Anti-parliamentarism.

Only a personal paragraph’ deseribing the author’s precarious situation at that
time in Barcelona is nmitted.—FEd.) -

If you wish thisrpaper to continue, show us your so]_ida.ritsf by pushing
the sales. The bigger the circulation, the bigger the paper will be.

LITERATURE YOU SHOULD READ:
“THE SPANISH REVOLUTION.” (U.S.A.) ;
“CONTROVERSY.” (Published B‘ C. A. Smith).
“VANGUARD,” (U.S.A.)
“THE NEW LEADER,” (IL,P, weekly, 1d.)
“SPAIN and the WORLD,” (Anti-Faseist Fortnightly, 2d).

Guns are Made of. ..

Despite Hitler’s bombast, the Nazi regime cannot escape the contra-

dietions inherent in capitalism, and totalitarianism does not enable it to

defy economic laws. There is friction between different sections of the

capitalists and ‘Dr Shacht, until recently chief financial adw:iger, rea.present:s"
one of the factions. Although now deposed from his position, his words

still carry weight and he has severely eriticised the ‘mad inflation that is
faking place. He sums his eriticism up in the phrase:_GUNS ARE

MADE OF STEEL, net paper.” :
This is true, but only half of the truth. Of what is steel made? Irom

treated with carbon, consuming coal, ete., in a modern furnace? Again

this is but half the truth. Coal, Iron, Copper, and all other metals, are
“made,” not by paper, not money of any kind, but by LABOUR—the
labour of hand or brain as it is usually termed. Guns, or any other
‘‘eommodity,” represent the consumption of thousands of hours of LA-
BOUR in every land and every clime, for no modern industrial plant
could exist but for the cooperation of millions of workers in every part
of the world, many operating the mostly expensive machinery, which in
turn is also naught but the congealed LABOUR of tens of thousands of
workers. And since labour—the workers— make all, they should assert
their eonsequent right to take all, instead of yielding the bulk of their
produce to the international gang of legal robbers who profit by this
present iniquitous wage-system.

When, through the soeial revolution they do 50, the “necessity,” of
guns instead of butter will disappear, as will the guns. Only then will
peace be possible. a




FROM HOLLAND: THE WORKERS TO-DAY

[We are iﬁdebted to comrade Guy Aldred'for permission to reproduce
the following interesting and thought-provoking letter.—Ed.]

Dear Comrade Aldred, ; :

After my return to Holland from Spain, I was more disappointed than
ever, as I contrasted the spirit of the Dutch working-class against that of
the Spanish. The latter carries over into the class struggle against Capit-
alism the best romantic traditions of feudalism. The Spanih workers are
self-conscious, and possess a pride that reealls only the gollant traditions
of the middle-ages. They seem scarcely touched Ly the first influences of
International Capitalism. The Dutch workers, including the unemployed,
are very interested in International football, boldy represented by the
bourgeoisie, as a means of stimulating brotherhood. Actually, so-called
International sport is a hidden, or secreat and insidious way of increasing
chauvinism, developing the spirit of national pride and prowess, for the
sake of national unity in the next world war. If only the workers had
the wisdom of the capitalist class, they would evolve such unity, that the
proletarian revolution in Spain would not be lost. But the world’s workers
are stupid and are not interested in the realities of the class struggle.
They are not inclined-to develop action and so are incapable of doing so.
And so our discussions remain abstract and mnot vital theory, because there
is no “ripeness” in the proletariat individually or collectively for self-action.
The workers’ incapacity for self-action has an appalling effect on propa-
ganda. The principle, the essential principle of Socialist thought and edu-
cation, becomes impossible. The speaker is forced to stop discussion,
and to become a tutor or leader. In this way, priesteraft and dietator-
ship develop, until life turns to death. AIll because the many despise the
few who believe in the many, and meet their joyous agitation with bor-d
inattention. At the best. devoted to International football, the many,
from politeness, advance silly ideas concerning leadership, authority, com-
petition, ete. To keep contact with our fellow-workers, we, who are So-
cialists and Anarchists, and not parliamentarians, are forced to assume

the role of leaders. We don’t want to be leaders or to seem to be such.
But what can we do? . -

Can we keep ourselves apart? Yes. Let the workers face the problems
themselves, and they will develop. not the idea of self-action, .but of
directed  action, wrongly directed action. They turn to opportunism and
stagnation. To-day, the workers have organised themselves through labour
unions and .political parties, into nothing. They are nothing and they do
nothing. They cannot even pay the price our Spanish comrades are pay-
ing. They will the price, but not for social revolution: only for war, for
death, for foul and bloody murder. To avert this, we are compelled to
contradiction. WE MUST TEACH AND LEAD THE WORKERS TO
BELIEVE IN LEADERLESS SELF-ACTION.

It is amazing to obszerve how incapable the Dutch workers are of think-
ing. They believe the meanest lies of the social democrats and ‘““Com-
munists’” (gicl—=3rd. Int.) about Spain. They fall for the greatest non-
sense about class-politics, the latest name for frank opportunism and class
betrayal. And so capitalism uses Soeialism and Communism so-called to
kill the character of the workers, and their solidarity of action. Capital-
ism will use this Moscow charlatanism more and more. Are we not less
and less inclined to believe that a world-war can be converted into a
world-revelution ? The progress of industry has brought about the dis-
appearance of orthodex religions, or, at least, transformed their beliefs,
and diminished their infiuence: but it has replaced them with new religions,
Oxford movements, faith-healing, Christian Science, Astrologv, Progress!
Christ is dying and Stalin is replacing him! We no longer bealieve in the

S

divine rights .of kings, but. we must believe in :the divine rights of the
Kremlin-dictatorl’ “Our superstition' is labelled “Comimunism” and our king
is a Soviet-bureauucrat!" Progress! It gives such freedom of mind and is
so healthy for all who think and feel genuinely!

There are some points of light on the horizon! The working-class is
only fit to enjoy Fasciom, so long as it believaes in “Communist’ butchers,
its spirit critic-less, its vision narrowed to the aims of leaders and the
nzed of leadership, its great confidence reposed in Governments. The

workers who expected freedom from the State and regard from the State

are heading for Fascism, all power to the State!

But Fascism will destroy itself. £

1. Under Fascism, contradictions of wealth and social status becomie
more open, more evident, than under charlatan demoecracy. s

2. Under Fascism, the influence of political parties end. People no
longer have political leaders to urge on them the .errors of .the
State, to plead for them, to play at reformism and practice op-
portunism. The issue is defined: ALL POWER TO THE STATE!
And to the people, who are robbed? Direct thought; secret but

direct speech; secret but direct, and then open and overpowering.

action—revolution.

This brings me to another aspect of the struggle. I do not know if

you have read Wilhelm Reich. His views, politically, are not right, but

when he writes about psychology and sexual life, he should be studied.. '

And he may be right on the question of revolutionary development., I will

write about him later. Tt is enough to say that, during the long period of

inereasing misery, the working class will lose all idea of bourgeois morality

in general, and in particular the existing sexual ethie of property society.

This completion of revolution in the thought of man will mean social

revelution. -
Yours for Liberty and Revolution,

C. P. A. de WIT.
The Hague, Holland, August, 1937.

FOR A REVOLUTIONARY A[TIANCE.

“The Workers’ FREE PRESS” is offered to the workers and their pro- - =
pagandist groups in Glasgow and district as an open forum for discussion.
At this stage the Anti-Parliamentary Communist Federation, of which the

Editor is secretary, do not wish to accept the responsibiliy for such a ven-
ture, but it is published never-the-less with their full cooperaion and sup-
port. But any bona-fide worker or propagandist, irrespective of whether

he has our view-point or not, will find these columns open for discussion -

and criticism, without fear or favour. Tt is hoped, that as a result, there
will be in the near future, a Revolutionary Alliance of the working class
forces in Glasgow that believe in the ideal of a class-less Socialist Indus-
trial Democracy, brought into being by the overthrow the present rotten
sv=tem of exploitation and murder, by means of the revolutionary workers’
Councils of Action. If we expect the workers in Spain and elsewhere to
co-ordinate their forces, it is up to us to do likewise, so that a revolution-
ary united front may be shown to imperialism, fascism and Stalinism—in a
word CAPITALISM, whatever its form. This is an ofler, but it is also a
challenge, Those who do not accept this opportunity have themsclves to
blame. 1t may not oceur again for some time if this venture falls throneh.

Open air meetings held at Albion Street, 8 p.m.

Saturday—U.S.M.
Monday—S.W.R.P.
Tuesday—A.P.C.F.




THE STRUGGLE IN SPAIN.

WHAT HAPPENED IN ; BARCELONA
BY ETHEL MACDONALD.

i i { i de Mac-
de Aldred informs us that this essay was written by comra
I[}ngﬁﬁa 05;1 her arrival at Nimes, and was intended to be published BBIIJIE-
cially -by her A.P.C.F. comrades, acting in co-opera."tmn”thh the U.S.M.;

and was sent specially to the “Workers’ FREE PRESS.”—Ed.]

i ebacle of the DBarcelona May Days, the Communist Party
comgncgzie adfgmﬁdable repression against the revolutionary elements that
had' fought against them on the barricades in the streets. The countgcrl'-
revolutionary aim of this Moscow directed party could no longer be hi i
den. Between May 3rd and 8th, they had exposed themselves for al
the world to see. With the Assault Guards and .the Civil Guards they
took their stand against the workers of Barcelona in an attempt to take
the control of the enterprises and social life away from the masses organ-
ised'in the CNT and to a small extent in th: UGT. Their efforts did not
succeed as well as they expected, for within a few hours the workers had
risen to a man to defend their interests. Workers of. the CNT, members
of th FATI and the POUM, side by side, struggled against them.

But' the struggle on the streets was brought to an abo;‘twe end and the
fury of the Communist Party was brought to bear against the members
of the revolutionary organisations. Ir an attempt to cover up the role
they had played during' the May Days, the CP with the assistance of the
Delegation of Public Ordér controlled by Valencia, began to lgy the res-
ponsibility for the uprising on the Anarchists and  the comrades of the
POUM. In proper Russian style, those who had fought against them were
Jesighated - “Trotskyists,” “provocateurs,” “Fascist agents,” etec. Not im-
mediately ecould they bring their pressure against the CNT-FAI; they
started with the POUM. ] ; ;
The POUM is composed of Marxists of various tendencies and associated
with” them were many Marxist groups from various countries. To labgl
these groups “Trotskyist” is typical of the CP. but entirely false. There' is
only '@ ‘smalll se¢tion inside the POUM that is definitely in sympathy with
Trotsky and many séctions are completely opposed to him. But all these
sections had one thing in common with the Anarchists—they had no sym-
pathy for the CP and so in a sweeping fashion, thus hoping to hide their
own. treachery, the CP made them Trotskyists without exception.

Within two days, the headquarters and the locals of the POUM were
sized, their printing presses taken over and the Spanish and foreign com-
rades thrown into prison. Comrades living in houses that had been taken
over by the POUM after the July revolution were arrested, their personal
belongings searched and their papers and documents seized.

I had eccasion at this time to visit daily a Dutch anarchist comrade who
was imprisoned without having any charge preferred aganst him.  The
day after the arrest of the POUM leaders I went as usual” to visit him,
accmpanied by another woman anarchist comrade. In the office of ths
police station where the visiting permits were issued I encountered five
comrades of mine three of whom were associated with the POUM; the
other two being membérs of the CNT-FAIL They informed me that the

Assault Guards had entered their houses that morning, placed them under
arrest and seized their goods without giving any explanation whatever.
Because my friend and T had spoken to these people, ws were detained.
We were not allowed to' leave but when we protested we were informed
that we were not “detenidos” but ‘meérely “retenidos.” The fact that we
had spoken to our arrested comrades Was a sufficient reason for refusing
to permit us to leave. T 2oy 2 | :

Lt o
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That day there was =& reontinudl stream -of comrades, mosty foreignets,
who had ‘beén arrested in a manner similar tothe comrades ‘first arrested.
In fact, the arrests were so thorough, that even the woman who sold
cigarettes outside the door of the POUM headquarters’ was taken and only
released when she ‘had vigorously protested that she was a member of the
UGT and had shown her ecard of that organisation. = Women comrades
bringing food for their husbands and comrades were arrested and gener-
ally it was not safe to be seen Tmear “the “vicinity of the police station.

The arrests had not ceased with the members of the POUM. In the
Hotel Falcon were lodged many comrades  of the CNT-FAI and men from
the ‘International Brigade. ‘Those men of the .I.B. had «come to Spain un-
der ‘the ‘auspices of the GP:of their ‘country with:the genuine intention of
aiding the ‘struggle ‘against 'Fa cism. But the 'behaviour .of the persons in
charge of them -at the fronts was so dictatorial -and anti-communist .that
they were compelled to protest. An to protest meant imprisonment.

Gradually it became obvious that the CP was not content with the ex-
termination of the POUM. "With the POUM out of the way they began
on their real enemy-—the com:ades of the CNT-FAL The foreign com-
rades, especially were, to them, a menace. "The comrades knew the truth
of the May events and one anl all were anxious to get the truth abread.
But the workers’ control of the frontier had been displaced and taken
over by the civil guards and it was impossible for any person, other than
a sympathiser of the CP, to leave the country. ‘Each day that I visited
my Dutch comrade in prison, he gave me the names and information of
comrades, who, attempting to leave the country, had been arrested at
Port Bou and brought baék to ‘Barrelona -and put “in prison.

‘I spoke with many comrades during my stay in prison znd at least I
had this compensation for my arrest, that I was able ‘to'learn from ex-
comrades themselves how great was the disgust felt ‘for ‘the -part played
by his huge ‘deception called the Communist Party.

The POUM is made responsible for the May uprising. ‘But- the ‘Spanish

‘people -and we foreigners ‘who “were in Spain ‘at the time, know that" the

‘responsibility “for ‘the bloody days - of May ‘lies ‘not with the POUM ‘but

with"the  CP-and’ the "fascist elsments’ that swell its ‘ranks. If the POUM

‘was responsible, then the -anarchists also were responsible.  And if the

anarchists were' to' blame, then the mass -of the ‘people ‘also- must acecept the
blame, because the anarchists of Barcelona are the~people themselves. And
Wwho are' Communist Party members to question the will of the people?
To-day, thanks to- the “Stalinists, there is being- prepared an international
list'of “revolutionists' that will be placed-at the service ‘of any _government
that requires it. Can there be any purpose in arresting wholesale ‘the

‘comrades? Why do they .photegraph each person-and take-so many -copies

of their finger-prints? ‘With: these, they are:able: to follow - the move-

'ments--of the revolutionists and ‘make it impossible ' fir “our - comrades to

move freely.
PROPAGANDA  MEETINGS

held alternately by the A.P.C.F. and the U.S.M.
SUNDAY EVENINGS, 7-30 p.m.—Bakunin Hall, 71 Stirling Road, C.4.,

‘and - Abstainers’ Hall, 'Forbes Place, Paisley.
kthel M‘Donald will speak
in Glasgow soon...probably
7th NOVEMBER. |
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PHILOSOPHICAL MUSINGS ON
ANTI- PARLIAMENTARISM

(BY CHARLES DORAN)

The writer, it 1= nccessary to state as a prefqtﬁ tt};! ‘K}:l%f- sz:rllli(;‘:rtfe ri':i
eriticism, has been actively assoeiated in t1_1e past wi ?1 e o
ary movements in Glasgow and Londonj; 1n Tact it w}:i.s lh D S ion
about 1b years up to apout 1934, wnen he‘ made a Ijiea.rc ity RO
by voting Labour at a Genelal_blectlon: '1h_¢ reason Dd R
the evolutonary Iaclors which induced it will be covered gen:

i i sary intellect-

The auto-biographical note, will, I hope, give me t?}—::-aﬁeegezndyassociates,

i enter the arena with my former cot e :
gilaeedential 0 i i v harbour the dubious pride that
with ‘most of whom I still am friendly. I har owers of reason-

ils of them placed no exaggerated value on myl p et
Sl e o ) i rtheless considered me hone
ing on fundamental questions, they neve > ST i
my endeavours to ‘help on the cause. The first po e e
in the first discussion. H’fhéa Secl?nsct’ioi féniﬁléelle—ip gggg,al S Ehe T want
: U ne € :
ci1sputj.e_d- lgi 0:1;\;1& tgha; Antl—lglarliamentarianisn‘; is dead as a method
roach to the present political struggle 01;_ c assclas. d
O:EI:pgied after a short period of seeing vitahty_ chiefly becaﬁl;;ttdﬁgﬁ?
i ical strength, it was unable to fit itself into ity :
ltts ﬂlior‘?gﬁabread aghd'kindr.;-d things which, unfortunately aur(e1 of para
sl i i i illi hose minds are not
> i in the daily lives of the millions W ! .
?r%fgcégiigr?v?‘flf contemplation of the ultimate truth and logic of Anti
arliamentar hilosophy. e
?afh?vish fu?:,t}f:er to passert that the good Comrades of the Antx-Pa.rﬁa.i
mentary Communist Movement are not Materialist reasoners. ’I'l1e)tt'm'e,01
nink, unwittingly subjecturist in their whole approach to the ques éon. £
political struggte. They start off from the very erroneous p_mlnIté o lvt.l'?m
hat the workers in Britain are refadcg/ f:rY not alone the Social Revolutl

- even for an Anarchist form of Socety. .
ut’I‘}?ise erroneous conception is born of the feehng'and I use that \Ylt_)r:l‘
eliberately, that the idea is paramount and must tijmmph in its unsullie
and pristine purity over those hostile forces to which we give the name
External Conditions. ; : '

Here, it might be well to remind my Idealist _fl:1ends that the precious
Idea itself is an inegral part of those same conditions. Co_nsequentky the
inter-play of mutually hostile forces, without which life is non-exxstqnt-
and Natural Law unknown have a modifying effect for good or ill,
according to the point of view, upon all things. So our precious Ide? is
no longer what it was. It has been emasqu.la.ted by contact with opposites,
it itself being an opposite although belonging as all opposites belong to the
totality of things—human as well—which we call Nature.

As all Individuals have an individual world so all those worlds must be
jnally merged in one common world that the individual worlds may be
recreated in the Intellect. : = { : ‘

This, as I explained on the last occasion on which I was granted
the courtesy the A.P.C.F. platferm, is my understanding f the case for
Anarchism and how it will -come. 3 : :

The opposites must be merged in a higher unity, which we eall Com-
munism. S

Meantime Capitalism is here and. the workers are at work building up
the war-machine which will untimately demolish themselves. :

The unemployed are still unemployed and not looking for Emanci-
pation from Capitalism, the nature _of which few of them are
considering. They are looking for jobs if such can be had, a.r_ld. certainly
looking for bread, butter, tea, sugar, ete., lower rents and higher scales

=8 >

of telief. More reforms! quite true, but very real, not of course to the
pourgeois-minued philosopners in our ranks wno don’t unuerstand us
anyway, We being proletarian wage-slaves, but to the people who nave Tu
innabit slums and semi-slums, to cadge for jobs in industry, to stand in
gueues at Labour mkxchanges and at Parish Councils and submit 1n-
aividually to ali the large and petty vexations and humiliations percaining
to their lowly status. And who but those who have experienced it can
appreciate 1 all 1ts horror the sordidness and unceasing struggie to maie
ends meet in the separate homes (little worlds) of the common peopic
not onty during slumps, but, indeed during periods of so-cailed prosperity.

But, it will be objected, these are the objective conditions for Revolu-
tion. Yes and No. Yes, if all other things are equal and the pressuic
of exproitation is un-variable and constant in its similarity of degree over
the majority of the vietims. No, if we discover on closer serutiny that
while misery is the common lot it is variable and inconsistent in its
pressure in the special circumstances of individual persons and families
and groups.

Furthermore, we must take into account the psychological factor which
is now recognised as an important ons. Whilst it is true to say there is a
working-class psychology more instructive than informed to a very large
extent, arising out of the growing desperation to live as Capitalism de-
clnies and appetites grow with Society’s cultural developments, it is none
the less true and must not be overlooked that there are individual psycho-
logies, and although arising from a common mass rooi, are indisputably
diterent and in the nature of things mutually contradictory. Our old
materialistic friends the opposites again make their appearances and must
be finally resolved in the Higher Unity. »

How then is this Higher Unity to be achieved? My Anti-Parliamentary
friends say “Boycott the ballot box and call the workers to a Revolution
to establish a principle.” The innocents! Apart from their failure to
erasp the significance of historical processes and their lack of understanding
of the complex nature of Capitalism and the further fact that what is
aimed at by the really advanced elements of the proletariat is the Social
Revolution, with almost all the odds in favour of the status quo, the Anti-
Parliamentarians ignore the necessity for a mass basis for their Idea.

This is splendid isolation in practice and naturally keeps them restricted
to a propaganda that is heard only by a small number, most of whom are
already converted. The Editor of “The Workers’ Free Press,” despite his
able and conscientious work on the platform, knows this' to be sub-
stantially true. So how will he and his group, who are certainly not
lacking in earnestness and ability, to establish touch with the workers
in their millions? : g i boss)

1 shall here anticipate his reply of “Workers Councils.” But what
form will these Councils take? Will they be based upon abstract Revolu-
tionary phrases or on Reforms under the existing system? And if the
latter, will this not liquidate their Anti-Parliamentary philosophy as inter-
preted by the Editor and his colleagues? By all means build up your
Councils if they can be the means of bringing you into direct touch
with the mass of non-Socialists. But be under no illusion that the said
mass will take the Revolutionary field to consciously fight for the realisa-
tion of a grand Ideal. History is not made that way unfortunately,
since Man is primarily an animal with animal needs.

The workers in their cussedness will only fight, and even then only
timidly, unless goaded beyond the point of endurance, which noint seems
afar off in this particular country, for the small things of Life, such as
half-pennies on their pay, half-hours off their work-time and extra loaves
of bread, ete. It is in the course of the many struggles for these, to
them, real achievable ends that they will be ultimately compelled by the
apparent inability of the Capitalist class to concede and in the process of
refusal to concede actually worsen their condition that there is any hope
for the Revolutionary challenge as a prelude to conquering political rower.




In conclusion, thercfore, 1 would advise my former assoeciates

to re-

analyze and re-view their Ideas in their relation to Present conditions and
ask themseives if the time has not come to seek a wider audience on a

wider platform.

I submit that the ILL.P. of to-day has that platform.

Although not yet a member, 1 can see no other medium apart from A.P.
C.F. for expression of Socialist agitation and propaganda.
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We cull the following ex
cerpts “from an article in The
New English Weekly, 29/7/37,
by George Orwell, who returned
from Barcelona late in June.

. the Spanish Govern-
ment (including the semi-auton-
omous Catalan Government) is
far more afraid of the revolu-
tion than of the Fascists. It is
now almost certain that the
war will end with some kind of
compromise, and there is every
reason to doubt whether the
Government, which let Bilbao
fall without raising a finger,
wishes it to be too victorious;
but there is no doubt whatever
about the thoroughness with
which it is erushing its own re-
volutionaries. For some time
past a reign of terror—forcible
suppression of political parties,
a stifling censorship of the Press,
ceaseless espionage and mass-
imprisonment without trial—has
been in progress. When I left
Barcelona in late June the jails

were. bulging; indeed the regu-
lar jails had long .since over-

flowed and the prisoners were
being huddled into empty shops
and any other temporary dump
that could be found for them.
But the point to notice is that
the people who are in prison
now - are

NOT FASCISTS BUT REVOL-

UTIONARIES,
they there not
their opinions are too much to
the Right, but because they are
too much to the Left. And the
people responsible for putting
them there are those dreadful

are because

revolutionaries at whose very
name Garvin quakes in his gol-

oshes—the Communists.

the war against
Franco but

the real struggle is between re-

Meanwhile
continues,

volution and ecounter-revelation;

between the workers who are
vainly trying to hold on to a
little of what they wvon in 1936
and the Liberal-Communist bice
whn are so suecessfully taking
it away from them. It is unfor-

tunate that so few people in
England have ecaught up with
the fact that
nmow a  counter-revolutionary

force; that Communists every-

Communism is

where are in allianece with bour-
geois reformism and using the
whole of their powerful machin-

ery to crush or discredit any party
that shows signs of revolution-

ary tendencies. .
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