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ThelanarcholsyndicalistlPeterllRybinltookIpartlinlthelrevolutionaryllabourlmovementslofl Russia,
Ukraine,landlthelUnitedStateslandlplayedlanlimportantlrolelinlthellaterlstageslofltheDMakhnovist
movement.[YetlhelhasIremainedlal shadowylfigure,lknownllmainlyll throughlUallbrieflbiogaphical
sketchlinIPeterlArshinov’sthistory.'

ThelrecentldiscoveryloflRybin’sdUkrainianIChekall(secretlpolice)lcaselfilelfrom1 921 haslshedlight
onlhisllife,Iparticularlylthellastlfewlfatefullmonths. TT helfileDwaslstartedlshortlylafterIRybinlwas[arl]
restedbylthelChekaltlthelendlofJanuaryll 921, JandlclosedlonFebruary2401 921Iwhenlhelwaslsenl
tencedbylhlmilitarylcourt.

Rybin’slinterrogatorsiwerellmainlylinterestedlinlwhatl hellcouldltelllthemlaboutlthelMakhnovist
movementll(thelresihenttMakhnovistlInsurgentIArmylwaslstilllalthreatltolSovietlpower) Ibutlalso
recordedldetailslaboutlhislearlierllife. 0T helinformationlinlthelfiledmakes[itipossibletolrefutelicertain
rumourslaboutl Rybinlfoundlinlthelhistoricallliterature,InamelylthatlThelhadljoinedI theDRKP(b)
[RussianlCommunistIPartyll(bolsheviks) |landthatthebvasthIChekalgent.’



Someloflthelitemslinlithelfilelmakeforfunpleasantlreading,le.g.ldenunciations,lincludinglattackslon
hislcharacterflandUsanity,[byllpeoplelhelitrustedlandlconsideredlhislfriends.I Therellarelalsolpersonal
letters(bylRybin,Imostlylwrittenlinlthelsummerlandlifalllofl1 9200tolthelwomanlhelwaslinllovelwith,

whichlprovidelhlrarelwindowlintolhislemotionallktatelduringlthisiturbulentlperiod.

ThisImateriallwaslcollectedlbylithelsecretlpoliceltoldestroylRybinl-Inotljustlphysically,Ibutlhistoril
cally,Ibyltarnishinglhislreputation.[Butlitlcanfalsolbelputltolanotherluse:ltolshowlhowlalre volutionl]
arylovercomeslpersonallfailingsthndkeizesthelhistoricallimomentlwhenltheloccasionlpresentslitself.
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PeterllAntonovichIRybinlwasIbornlinl18850inltheltownlofllY elets,JaboutlhalflwaylbetweenMoscow
andlKharkov,ltolworkinglclasslparents.JHelfinishe dlelementaryllschooling,lthenlgraduatedlifromla
tradelschool.lLaterthelwouldlcontinuelhislstudiesfinlthe(U.S. A. [but,Judgingliromlhisletters,never
achievedlalhighllevelloflliteracy,lalthoughlthisldidInotIpreventlhimfromlcarryinglonlresponsible
teachinglhndleditingduties.

Rybin’sllpoliticallcareerlbeganiwithlparticipationinlthellRussianlRevolutionlofl1905-1907 [resulting
mlalsentencelofllsomelkindlinl19060forIbeinglalpolitical”.0Exactlyllwhatlbrandlofl“political "lisn’t
clear,Ibutlbyl19080helwaslcallinglhimselflanl“anarcholksyndicalist” IAfterlservinglhislterm,IRybin
emigratedltolthelU.S.A.lin01 907 .0Sincelhelltookanleasternlroute,lthroughINomell(Alaska)ItollSeatl]
tle [it’sllikelythatthekerve dhiskentencel(prisonforlexile)inlSiberia.

InlSeattle,wherellhelsettledltemporarily,lhelbecamelfriendsiwithlanotherlfRussianlemigrant,Vasyly
Isiurov,JandltheylbothlbecamelactivelinlthelUnionloflRussianIW orkersloflithelUSAllandICanada
(URW).[Iziurov,lanlengineer,llaterlreturnedltolRussialandlwaslarrestedlindKharkovlatlthelsame
timelhsIRybkinlinl1921.MHeloldthelCheka:

“Ilrememberlgettingllintolalbigllargumentliwithlhiminl1912,lmainlylonlideologicallgrounds,lconl

cerninglthelorganizationloflalRussianfibrary.”
OnelloflithelmainfactivitiesloflthelURWiwaslorganizingllibrariesliforlemigrantslfromlRussia.lA tlthe
timeloflitsIfoundinglini1908,0the0URWlwasllanarcholcommunistlinJorientation,Ibutlbyl19 140had
becomelstronglyllanarcholsyndicalist,lwithfalmembershiplcloseltoll 0,000.0Rybinlwasalmajorflfigure
mlthelURW [andhatlthelfederation’slcongressiiniSeptemberll 91 5helwasinominatedforlthelpostlof
secretarylofltheTURW.IHowever,lheldeclinedlthelhomination,lsayinghelpreferredltolworkforlthe
organizationlasfalrovingllagitator.0Sincelll1 9 140helhadlbeenlcallinglhimselfl“Zonov” Jalnamelassocil
atedlkxclusivelylwithlhisTAmericanlphase.

InfPittsburgh,IwherellRybinlsettledlin[1916,0thelU RWlhadlfive[localsiwithlalme mbershiplofllabout
300.HisldayljoblwaslvorkinglaslalmachinistlatlthelW estinghouselFlectriclPlant.[IRybinlZonoviand
twolotherPittsburghlactivists,GrigorylDvigomirov TandIRobertlErdman’ Istartedlalrivallfederation
tolthelURWIlcalledlithe[NewlFederationJoflUnionsloflRussianIWorkerswithlthelgoallofllresurrectl]
inglthelrevolutionarylmove mentl“amonglithelRussianlmassesllinlAmerica”.[ThellorganloflthisINew



Federationlwasltheljournal VostochnayallZaryal|Eastern(Star],lwhichlputloutlonlyltwollissueslbefore
collapsinglinlate1916.

WhenlrevolutionlbrokelloutlhnRussiallin01917 [DvigomirovlandIErdman,llikelmanyllotherlRussian
anarchistslinltheJUSA [hurriedlbackimalthelleasternlroutelthroughlVladivostok.IRybinlwaslnotlpart
oflthistirstlwaveloflre turnees,hndimaylhavelbeenlinlprison,forlhelwasldeportedlaterfinlthelyear.”

OncelhellreachedRussia,[RybinlheadedforlthelUkrainancitylofllY ekaterinoslaviwherelhelgotlaljob
atlthelhugelBriansklrollingmill. TIt’sOnotIknownlwhylhelchoselthisIdestination;Ipossiblylhelhad
workedUtherelbefore, ] orll perhapslitlwasl partl ofll all deliberatel strategyll byl thell Russianl anarcholl
syndicalistsltolimakelthelindustrialize dDonetsIBasin(Donbas)landlitsineighbouringre gionskalfocus
oflthenthctivity.

Rybin’sImilitantlbackgroundlandlorganizationallskillslquicklylbroughtThim0tolthelforefrontloflthe
revolutionaryllmilieu.llirstlhelwaslele ctedlfolre presentlthellB riansklplantlworkerslonlthellocallsoviet
offlworkers’ldeputies;lthen,linlAugustl1917,0helwaslele ctedltolthellocallexe cutiveloflthelpowerful
MetalworkerslUnion.JAtItheJAlllUkrainianlConferencellofiMetalworkerslindlDecemberll 1917 ,0his
proposalll forlunifyingll industryll onllal nationalllevell andl restoringl thell transportationl systeml was
adopted.TAfterwardslhelacce ptedianfinvitationdfromlthelBolsheviksltolmoveltolKharkovi(thellcapil
talloflSovietlUkraine) lwherelhelwaslalmemberloflthelRegionallBureaulloflthelMetalworkers TUnl
ionllandlservedlasll anlassistantltoll thelheadl ofll thel councill forl thelnationall economyl ofll Soviet
Ukraine.

ButlRybinlhadlnotlabandonedlhislanarcholsyndicalistiviewslandremainedlactivelinlthelanarchist
movement.JHellwaslalmemberloflthelBureauloflAnarchistsloflthelDonetsIBasin,Jandlspokelatlla
conferencellofllDonbaslanarchiststheldIFebruaryll019180inlY ekaterinoslav.lHerelhellmetlseverallful
turelparticipantsloflitheDMakhnovistimovement,Jincludingll PeterlArshinov,lIvanlKabas,landIMax
Chernyak.lAtlthatltimelArshinoviwasleditinglthellorganloflithelDonbaslanarchistsl- Golosllanarkh(]
istal| TheVoiceloflthehnarchist]."”

Thellspringllofll19180sawlthellinvasionlofll UkrainelbyllGermanlandl Austrianfarmiesifollowingllthe
TreatyllofliBrestlLitovsk,forcinglthelBolshevikslandltheirlalliesltole vacuateltoltheleast.[Rybinlwent
throughlallpersonallcrisisiiwhenlhelrealizedlthelanarchistslwerenotlstrongllenoughl-lorlcompetent
enoughll-ltollposellalseriouslalternativeltolthelBolsheviks.[Hellwithdrewllfromlthelanarchistimovell
mentland,likelmanylanarcholkyndicalistsfatltheltime,Iwentltolworkwithlthe[Bolshevikslbecauselhe
believedltheirl“dictatorshiploflithelproletariat”Iwaslanlintermediatelstagelindtheltransitionltolfull

communism.

Rybinldescribedthisihewlperiodlofthislifelasfollows:

“WhenlthellGermanslattacked,lIlwaslevacuatedltolTaganroglitoge therlwithltheRegionallBureaulof
Metalworkers.lIn(Julyl[ofl1918]0IlreturneditolKharkovitogetherwithlthelrestloflthelBureau.lFrom
thatltimeluntillOctoberl1 9200ImovedlaboutISouthlRussiallcarryinglloutlorganizingllandlteachingfas(]



signmentslforlthel Metalworkers’ll Union.[...0 Duringll thisl timel Il didI notll formallyllbelongll toll any
I)a_rt}f. »1l

ButlRybinlwasliglossinglloverlheroiclevents.[Inlthelsummerlofl19 190helorganize d120,0000Khark ov
workers[tolirepellthelWhitelinvasionlofllGenerallDenikin,Jandlaccompaniedlithe mltolthelfront.0A 0
terlonlyltwoldays,lhellwaslwoundedlandlhadltolreturnltolKharkoviiwherelhellwasltrappedwhenlthe
Whiteslcapturedlthelkity.IDuringlthe(WhiteloccupationIRybinlledkeverallstrikesloflime talworkers.

Afterlthel Whiteswereldefeated,JRybinlcarriedloutlalserieslofliresponsiblelassignmentslfromlthe
Sovietllauthorities.JAccordingltolldocumentsiinlhislicasellfile,lin01 9200helworkedlaslanlinstructorlfor
thelRegionallUnionloffWorkers’IConsumerllColoperativesloflithelDonbas,laslanllinstructorlforfithe
SouthernBureauloflthelCentrallCommitteeloflthe[lAllIRussianIUnionlofIWorkersfandIEmployees
oflithelChemicalllndustry,lasfalmemberloflalsublcommitteeloflithellexecutiveloflthelAllIRussian(Unl{
ionloflMetalworkersllchargedlwithlorganizinglthelmanufacturinglindustry,Jlandlaslanlinstructorlfor
thelSouthernlBureauloflthelAlllRussianICentrallSovietloflTradelUnions.JAndlyet,lalllthroughlthis
period,[Rybinlretainedlhisfanarchistlconvictions.[AccordingtolthelCommunistiPartylofficiallY akov
Plugin:

“INgotltolknowlRybinlin019190atltheIDonetskIY urievskylplant TasIpartlofimylofficiallduties.0I0had
frequentfargumentsiwiththimboffalpoliticalnature,[inlthelcourseloflwhichIRybinldefende dithelpoint
oflviewloflthelanarchists.”"

Duringlhislstaylinl TaganroglinlAprilll 918 [Rybinlmadelithelacquaintanceloflalfellowlrefugee,[Pavl
lynallDanylina.lFifteenllyearslyoungerlithanRybin,Jandlwithlalhighlschoolleducation,/Danylinallwas
embarkinglonlall careerllinlthelfledglinglSovietlinstitutions.l Rybinlformedlanlattachmentltol her
whichllcanlonlyllbeldescribe dlaslanlinfatuation.JUponlthentre turnltolKharkov,lheltooklcareloflher
mlvariouslwaysll- shellwaslvirtuallyllde pendentlonlhishsupport.fT'wollyearsllater,lhellsummedbupltheir
relationshiplhsfollows:

“ForlitwolyearslIlhavellovedlandlcherishedlyou,Jandltakenlcareloflyoullikelalsister.[Butlforlltwo
yearslyoulhavelkriedonlyltolgivelmealharditimelandlhate dleverythingllIdidIforllyou,lalwaysllooking
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uponlimelhskomeonelwholisidisposable.

BesideslfindinglDanylinalajoblinlthelSovietlbureaucracy,[RybinlhelpediherlsisteriMarialbylfinding
herlhfjoblandntroducingherltolthelcommunistIPlugin,lwholimarriedbher.

Inlthelsummerlofll 920,MDanylinaltriedtolbreakloffltheirrelationship,Isayinglsheldidhotlwishltolbe
al“Sovietbaryshnya”0[Sovietldebutante] “.0RybinlreactedIbadly,Ishoweringlherwithletterslandibel
cominglextremelylldepressed.[DanylinallaterltoldlthellChekalthatlhelthreatenedtolkilllbothlherland
himself,landinlfactlchokedlherlonlthreeloccasions.IRybin’slletterslitolDanylina,lcarefullylpreserved
mlthelChekalfile,detailthisimoodkwingslduringthisiperiodl(Augustl-[Septemberll 920).

OnlAugustll 1,[helwrote:



“MyligoallislitoldisappearlforligoodiandligoljoiniMakhno.ISollonglasfthisldoesn’tlcompletelyllcontrall
dictlmylprinciples.”"”

ButlhImonthaterlhelwaslcomplaming:
“I'velvacillatedimylwholellife [andldon’tthavelkolidfoundations.”"

OnlSeptember2201 920thelwasktillldepressed:

“IDwantltollive,ltolworklforlthelpeople.llltriedltolbringlgoodltolthelpeople,Ibutlwhatlamilldoing
now?WallowingllinlfilthJandInastiness,ltramplinglalllthatlisIfinelandIbeautifullinllife.0Onelmust
work!IOnelmustlsavelthelRussianworkinglpeople,buthslforimel-Nsittandidohothing.”"

Allfewldaysllaterthelcontinuedlinthelsamellvein:

“Ilwantltollive,ll0wantltoldolsomethingligood,Isomethinglhealthylforlsociety.[ButlIldon’tlhavelithe
strength,lIldon’tlhavelithelenergy.JllwantltolgetlalholdlofIlmyselflandldolwhatltheylarelproposing.
Butllldon’tlhavelanylstrength [Ildon’tThavelanylhopelthatlllcanlcarrylthroughlthisfthingwhichlthey
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havelputlinimylhands.

Rybinldidn’tIspellloutlthelpropositionlwhichlhadlbe enlputltolhim,Ibutlinlfactlhelhadljustlbeen
sweptluplinlthelwhirlwindloflpoliticalleventsiwhichlhadlenveloped@Ukraine.

InlSeptemberl1 920 ,IthelSovietlRe publiclfoundlitselflfightinglwarslonltwolbroadlfronts:Jagainstthe
Poleslinlthellwest,JandIthelWhiteslunderWrangellinlthelsouth.INeithellwarllwaslgoinglwell.lFurl]
thermore,[thelSovietlrearlwaslbeinglravagedibylvariouslipeasantlforces,thellargestloflwhichlwaslthe
mcreasinglylpowerfullRevolutionarylllnsurgentlArmyloflUkrainel(makhnovists) [RPAU (m)]Jorgan(
izedbyllNestorMakhno.[TolldefeattWrangel,ltheRedforcesineededlcavalry,Ibutltheirllcavalrylwas
tiedJuplfightinglthelPoles.lUnderltheselconditions,lithmadelsenseltolmakelanlalhancelwithlthe
MakhnowistsltolthrowltherfkavalrylhgainstlthelWhites.

SuchlanlalliancelhadlbeenldiscussedlbyllthelRedslsincelJunel1920,0butlbyllSeptemberlitihadlbel
comellanllurgentUmatter.lInlthelMakhnovistlcamp,ltherelwerellalsolelementslinterestedhnlsuchlan
alliance,llasIthel WhitellforcesllconqueredImorelandlmorelloflithelanarchistlheartland.IButlhowlto
bringlaboutllalrapprochementlbetweenltheseltwolforceslwhichlhadbeenlkslaughteringleachlotherlfor
manylmonths?

Kharkov,[IthellcapitallofiSovietlUkraine JwaslalsolthelheadquarterslofiNabatl-[thelConfederationlof
AnarchistsloflUkrainel-lwhichle njoyedlalquasillegallexistence. I ThellgovernmentlofliSovietlUkraine
approachedlthellleaderslofliNabatltoluselltheirlinfluencelltolbringlaboutlthelnecessarylalliancelwith
thelMakhnovists.IWithJalmandatelapprovedbyl ChristianlRakovsky,lheadloflthellgovernmentlof
SovietlUkraine,[threeINabatlleadersI-0YanlAlii,0Y osiplGotman,landdlvaniSafian®[-Ise loutdforlthe
MakhnovistlheadquartersfinlAugustl1920.0Theyllwerelneverlheardlfromlagain(-lalterriblellosslifor
thellNabatlorganization.



ButlthisltragedyllopenedluplexcitinglpossibilitiesIforlRybin.0AsIsomeonelwithlcredibilitylwithlthe
SovietlgovernmentlaslwelllasOwithINabatlandlthelMakhnowvists,Thellwaslanlideallintermediaryl/bel
tweenltheltwolsideslunitedlonlylbyltheirlhatredlofltheDWhites.IAccordingltolRybin,Ihelwasllespell
ciallylpressuredibyltwolhighlofficialsloflIthelgovernment,lVasylIMantsevlandlYakivlYakovlev,“Ito
uselhistinfluenceltolbringlaboutlalfusionlofltheIMakhnovistlforceswithlthe[Re dIArmylinlithellinter{
estsloflfurthering(thelrevolution.

RybinlwaslprovidediwithlicredentialsibylthelgovernmentlinlKharkoviandsetloutlonthislownjourney
tolfindlthelMakhnovistslonlOctoberll5.0Six0daysllater,Ihelarrivedlsafelylinltheltownlofllzium,01 25
kmsoutheastloflthelcapital,lwherelMakhnolhadlhislheadquartersifromIOctoberl8-13.00nltheldate
offhislarrival,ltheIMakhnowistslreachedlanlagreementlwithlthelSovietlgovernmentloflUkrainelonla
militarylalhiance, lwhichlinvolvedlnumerousconcessionslkolthelanarchistlinspiredimovement.JHowl
ever,llthell Makhnovistll armyll wasl neverllassimilatedl intol thell Redl] Armyll asll thell communistsl had
wished;lonlthelcontrary [therelwaslanlongoinglmovementlofltroopslinltheloppositeldire ctionl-Isolll
diersidesertinglthellRedlIArmyltoljoinlthelMakhnovists.

PriorfltolhislarrivallinftheIMak hnovistlcamp,[RybinlhadlheldloutllittleDhopelforlthelpeasantlanar{
chisttmovement.IButlwithinldays,lhislattitudelchanged.0OnlOctoberl1 40helwaslwritingltolPavlina
Danylinalt

“It’slthelthirdidayloflmylstaylwithIMak hno’slforces.0 ThellifeJofltheMMakhnovistslislonelofllconstant

tumultreminiscentloflthe[RussianlfreemenlandlthelZaporizhianSich.”ITherelisimuchlthatlislinter]
estingllandlattractivellaboutltheirllifelstylell[...].] ThelmainlthinglaboutlthelMakhnovistltroops[lislthe
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mterestingltypeslonelfindsfandltheirldauntlesslcourage.
AlshortlimelaterthellefthlcolourfulldescriptionlofithelnsurgentlArmylonthellmove:

“Todaylourlarmylsetloutlforlithelfront.IThislinvolvesfalgreatimovementloflpeople.[Thellcavalrylgall
lopsloft,Itheltachankas,lharnessediwithlthreelorlfourlhorseslleach,lrushlpastlloadedlwithlmachine
gunsthndlpartisans.[Everybodylkoundsthappyhndonelhearstharmonicasiplaying.”

Butlhtlthelsamelhme,lhelrealizedhisbvorklwasleutloutforthim:

“Amongthe[Makhnovistslignorancelandbuperstitionfarelrampant.lllhaveldecide dltoldevotelimyself

9926

tollculturallwvorklhndltolstartlpublishinglhlhewspaper.

Rybinlllaterlclaimedihelwaslputlinlchargedloflithelarmy’slculturalleducationallsection,lalthoughlitllis
morellikelylthatIPeterlArshinoviheldlthatIpositionJatltheltime.IBothllsaakTeperTandlVik torlIBell
lash*ImentionRybinlslhavinglresponsibilitylforIpropaganda.TThanksltolthelagreementlwithISoviet
power,JthelMakhnovistlcamplwaslsoonlinundatedIwithJanarchistlintellectualsIfromlKharkovland
otherlkities,laslmanylhsll 00 ,Imostlofliwvhomwerelputltolworklonlthelculturalifront.

Rybinlthrewlhimselflintolithisdwork,Jorganizinglcourse slonlpropagandaliniGuliaillPolyelsoonlafterlit
waslliberatedlfrom0theIWhiteslonIOctoberl26.0Almostl 17 OloflthelmostIqualifiedIpartisansiwent



throughlhisftrainingllcoursesltolsatisfylithelarmy’sIgrowingllnee dforlipropagandallcadres.IDespitelhis
dutieslinleducationallwork [Rybinlfoundltimelonltwoloccasionsltoltravelltolthelfrontlandltakelpart
mlthelhghtinglhgainstlthe[Whites.

Onll Novemberl 11,0 Rybinlwasl electedl secretaryll ofll thellarmy’sl Revolutionaryll Militaryll Council
(RMC),Ire placingIDmitrylPopov“TwholwaslinlKhark ovinegotiatinglwiththe[Bolsheviks.TT hislwashn
importantipositionlandlindicateslthelrespe ctiRybinlenjoyedlamongllthelMakhnovists.[Thellcouncil’s
secretarylwasihotlonlyllresponsiblelforlthelarmy’slchancery,[butllalsoltraditionallyldealtiwithlexternal
relations.[[RybinlwaslconsideredlespeciallylsuitableforlthislpostIbecauseloflhislconne ctionsbwiththe
Sovietlhigherfups.IButlinlspiteloflitheselconnections,Jorlperhapsibecauseloflthem,lhelhadlbecome
oneloflthelimostlradicallopponentsloflSovietlpowerlinlthelmovement.JOnNovember(l Slheltoldlthe
RMC:

“ThelBolsheviksiwillineverlallowluslselflrule neverlallowlalplacelcontaminatedwithlanarchylwithin
thellconfinesloflthelstatellorganism.0IThereforelwelmustlprepareltoldefendibylforceloflarms0thelin{
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dependencelbflourlregionlandthelfurtherldevelopmentloflourlanarchistlsystem.

ThisIwaslinltunelwithDMakhno’slownllviews.l Althoughladmittinglhisimovementwasltoollweak[to
seizelthelwholeloflUkraine,lhelhopedltolre ctifylthislsituation:

“ThelBolshevikshlsolstartedkmall,[butlthe ylmanage dolwin;lwelcanlsollmanageltolwin.”

Inlthellastldayslofll November,lhavinglusedl thell Makhnowistslasl shockltroopsltollovercomel the
Whites,lthelRedslturnedlonltheillallies,IdestroyinglthelmainlpartloflthelInsurgentArmy.0Atthe
sameltimelmassfarrestsloflanarchistsfinlKharkovllandlotherlcitiesltooklplace JandIMakhnolwasdel
claredlanloutlaw.0ItIwasIunderltheselcrisislconditionslthatl RybinIbecamelal fulllmemberloflthe

RMClonNovember{29.

Thelnextlfewlweekswerelspentlinfalmostlcontinuouslifighting,faslthellnsurgentlArmyltriedltolavoid
annihilationdbylthelvastlylsuperiorlforcesloflithelRedlArmy.0DrivenlfromltheirlbaselinlYekaterol
slavskayallprovince,ltheIMakhnovistslroamedUacrosslLeftIBankJUkrainelinlsearchloflalsafelhome
forlitheirlanarchistlexperiment.0JInlaltypicallylboldImove,IMakhnolcrossedlthelRussianlborderllon
Januaryl20lndlinvadedKursklprovince.

Thellanarchistll armyll whichl crossedl intoll Kurskl provincell wasl possiblyll 8,0000 strongll butll poorly
armed.lOnlyllalfewlhundredipartisansihadlrifles;lthelrestiwerele quippediwithlrevolvers,Isabers,land
grenades.IAccordinglitolRedlArmyllintelligence,lthelarmylhadl S0machinelgunsfandlonelifieldlgun,
butlverylittlelaimmunition.”

OnllJanuaryl240thelMakhnovistsUseize dltheltownlofl Korocha,Iwhereltheylstayedlforlthreel days.
Goodslfromlithellgovernmentlwarehouselwereldistribute dltolthelpopulation,landithousandsloflcopl
1esloflithelproclamationl ThelSituationloflFreelSoviets”Iwerelprinted .l ThelIRM C,Iwhichlseemslito
havebeenlwelllinformedaboutlsociallunrestlinlthelSovietIRe public,ldecidedthat’RybinfandIArshil
novishouldlgoltolKharkovitolengagelinfundergroundiwork.ITheltwollanarchistslreache dlthenlldestil



nationlsafely,Ibutlseparated.lArshinov,lwholhadlObeenllassignedltheltaskJoflwritinglalhistoryloflthe
movement,[neverlkawlhislkolleaguelhgainfhndneverlfoundoutthowlhelhadbeenlcaptured.

KharkovllwasllverylldangerouslforlRybinlaslthelanarchistimilieullwaslsaturatedlwithlinformersland
provocateurslandltherelwaslnolsafelhouselwherelhellcouldfindirefuge [Evenlinlthislearlylstagelofllits
history,JthelSovietlregimelhadlallltheltrappingsloflaltotalitarianlstatelwhichlexercisesltightlcontrol
overlthelleverydaylliveslofllitslcitizens.IRybin’slbestloptioniwasltolstaylwithlhisloldlfriendlthelengil
neerllziurov,levenlthoughlithellatterwaslhostileltolthelMakhnovistimovement,lhavingllgotlitlintolhis
headlthatlthelMakhnovistsiwerelopposeditolmodernltechnology.[Rybinladmittedlthatlhelhadlbeen
“out”’withltheMMakhnovwists,Ibutlshowedllzurovildocumentsiwhichlindicatedlhelhadlnlfacttbeenllon
allgovernmentlkanctionedmissionltolbringlaboutlthelmergerloflitheIMakhnovistsIforceswithlthe
RedlArmy.

FiveldayslafterfarrivinglinlKharkov,[RybinImadelthelfatallerrorloflarrangingltovisitiDanylinalatlher
apartmentldespitelthelfactlthatlshelhadlmadelitlclearlthatlshelhatedThim.[Whenlhellshowedlup,lthe
Chekallwasfwaitingltollarrestthim.IStunnedibylthisIbetrayal JIRybinlimmediatelyldeclaredlthatlhelwas
anfhnarchisttandwouldlconfessltoleverything.

Thiswasnotiterallyltrue [because[Rybinlhadlequippedhimselfmithfalcoverlstory.MHelclaimedOthat
hellleftlGuliailPolellonINovemberl25 JjustlbeforelthelRedsllaunchedltheilltreacherouslattack, Jand
headedlforllCrimealforlculturallworklatlthelfront.JUponlhearingloflthelbreakdownlinlthelagreell
ment,thelwentlundergroundndkpentlimelinvariousicitiesloflUkraine.

TherelwasInolwayRybinllcouldlsustainlthislstory.0On[IDecemberl1 8lArshinov’sltachanka,llcontainll
iglthellnsurgentlArmy’slarchive [waslcapturedinbattle.IAmonglthellcapturedldocumentsiwerellthe
minutesloffalmeetinglloflitheIRM ClldatedIDecemberllblandisignedbylP.IRybin.0HisIcampaignldiary
(seelAppendix)Imaylhavelbeenlpartloflithisltrovelofldocuments.lAlso,lthelMakhnovistlcommander
GrygoryillSavonov,IpresentllinlthelInsurgentl Armyllinl Decemberll 19200 -[Januaryl 1921,0told0the
Chekalhfterthislcapture:

“Thelarmylhadlalrevolutionarylmilitaryllcouncillcomposedloflfourlpersons:IMakhno,[Belash,IRy[l
bin,landdourthIpersonlididn’ttknow.””

BesideslithellcopiouslevidenceloflPavlinalDanylina,lthelChekalalsoltooklalstatementlfromher{sister
Maria,lwholkaid:

“TherellwaslgossiplthatIRybinldwaslcrazyl[ bozhevilnn] [ Theylalsolsaidlthatlhelwaslgoimgltolgolto
Makhno.””

ThellChekallfollowedlthelstandardlpracticelotlplantingfalstoollpigeonlin[Rybin’slcelll-lthe lcommul
nistlSergilKolpakov.IRybinltoldIKolpakovithatlhelhadlcomeltolKharkovltolraiselanlinsurre ction
amongllthellworkerslonlaccountlofltheldifficultlfoodUsituation.[Forlthislpurposelhelhadlbeenlsupl
pliedbylthellnsurgentlArmywithlallargelsumUoflmoneyl(seizedlbylthelChekalatltheltimeloflhislarl



rest).[RybinlalsolridiculediSovietlpower,lcarredlonlanarchistlagitationlinhislcell,landlexpresse dithe
opinionlthatMakhnolkouldbelexpectedinlKharkoviwithinlhlfewlweeks.

OncellthellSovietlauthoritiesIwerellconvincedlthatThelwasl ofl nolfurtherlluseltollthem,] Rybinlwas
doomed.IOnFebruaryl24lhelreceivedithelldeathlkentence:

“...IforlimplementingdMakhnovistlpolicieslandltherebyllcausinglharmltolSovietlpowerll(aslsecretary
ofltheIRM CloflthelMakhnovistlarmy).””

Thelrecordloflhislsentencelalsolindicateslthatltiwaslcarriedlout.JOtherIMakhnovistlleadersiman(
agedltolsurvivelcapture,forlexample,IRybin’slcolleagueslArshinoviandIBelash. TButIRybinlfelllinto
thelclutchesloflithelChekallatlaltimelIwhenlthelSovietlre gimelwaslonlshakylgroundsldueltolpeasant

revoltslandlworkerlunrestlinlthellcities.IThellnsurgentlArmylwasstlllinlthelfield,Inotltolbelsubdued
forlmanylmonths.[Rybinlwas[justltooldangerousitolbelkeptlalive.

Malcolm[Archibald

Firstlpostedlht www.katesharplevlibrary.net

APPENDIX

FromltheldiarylofltheMMakhnovistIP.IR.”

2100ctober.VillagelbflUlianovka.

Vanya"land0IlpreparedlaldraftloflanlagreementlwithISovietlpower,lthenlafterIsupperlwelwentlto
BatkoMakhno,wherelllmet Béla Kun"landlotherlSovietrepresentatives.IWhen BélalKunlandihis
entouragelleft,IwelgotltolworklanalyzinglthelIpoliticall question,li.e.Jourl draftloflthelagreement.
TheselrepresentativeslfromlKharkoviwerellalbiglwasteloflourltime.lInlviewloflthisIwelmadelsome
changesl[inlthellagreement]andlsentlthemlofflbyltelegraph.lInltheleveningloflOctoberl2 1 lanlorder
arrivedlfromlthelstaffloflthelSouthernlFrontthboutlpre paringforltheloffense.

2410ctober.

InlithelmorminglwelarrivedlhinlNovonikolaevka.lAtl4lp.m.Iwelheldlalmeeting,Iwhichliwasn’tlalsucl
cess.[InltheleveninglPetrenkoll(commanderloflithelinfantrylregiment)JarrivedlandltoldlthelBatko
andlmelthatlRedlArmylsoldiersiwereldesertinglfromlthenfiregimentslandImovingloverltolus.l Then
welwentltollthelregimentlandlexplaineditolthelRedlIArmylmenlthatlweldidinotlhavelthellrightltolacl

ceptlthem,Ibutltheylcategoricallylrefusedltolreturnltoltheirlownlregimentslandldeclaredlthatlthey
wereloingltollightlforiBatkoMakhno.
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3100ctober.IGuliailPole.

TodayllanlTtahanlanarchistlandl twoll Maximalistslarrivedlfroml Kharkov.0 Thell Batkoltalkedlwith
themUforllallongltime.l Theylofferedltheirlservicesltolthelculturalleducationallsection.IButlweldel
clinedlandproposedlthattheylworklinlthelfieldThospitals,lwhichltheylagreedto.

3INovember.IGuliaiPole.

I'milsadlandldepressed.l Thelthoughtl“andlwhatlwilllhappenlnext”ltormentsimelandlgivesimelno
peace.l' Thel Whitell Guardlregimelwilllbellcrushed,JandlthendwhatlwilllhappenltolthelInsurgent
Army?lAtlheadquartersleveryonellsitired.IMakhnolhimselflisiweighedldownlwithlfatigue.[Therelhs
nollconcretelgoallforlthelarmylandInolwellldefinedlplani-Tandlsolnothinglforlculturallworkers(ito
do.I’'mlalonefandfeelllike[l’mlonlanfisland.0Onelfeelsfaimlesslandapathetic.Ollwishlthelguyslfrom
KharkovllwouldlgetlherellquickerlIsollwellcanlcombinelforceslandlperhapsimakelsomelldecisions
aboutlalplanlforllsubsequentlwork.llI’mlafraidithelcommunistsiwillldeclarelusloutsidelthellaw,land
thenlthelsheddingloflthelworkers Tbloodwilllbeginfagain.fThoselbunglerslican’tlunderstandlthatlthe
RedlArmyfisldemoralizedlandlislmovingloverltollourlside.IButlourlwholeltragedyllconsistslinlthe
absencelbflculturallforces.Makhnolhaslhlsolklowe dldown.dlhavelthelimpressionfhelislwornlout.

6INovember.

Whilellheadingltolthelstaft,lIlmetIMakhnollonlthelroadlridinglonlhorsebacklwithUThisOsotnial [per{]
sonallbodyllguardidetachment — M. A.].0GalinalAndreyevna"lwaslridingluplfront.0A 1 0p.m.0Ilmet
Belash,Iwholpassedlonldepressingnewslaboutlthelknaverylandlhypocrisyloflthellcommunists,with
onelhandsigninglanlagreement,landlwithlthelotherlmakingliplotsagainstlus.IPeoplelarelcapablelof
anylkindlofllperfidylinlthelnameloflpower.llslitIreallyllconceivablelthatltheylcanldolanythingllfor
workinglpeople?

8INovember.

InlthelmorninglBudanov",ITaratuta” Jetc.farrivedlfromIKharkov.0InltheleveninglcomradesiBudall
novilandIKurilenko“I(helalsolarrivedlfromIKhark ov)ImadellalreportliniwhichlitOwaslexplainedthat
thelcommunistslarelplayingllpoliticslandlintendltoluselus.[Afterlwhichlwelarrivedlatlthelsamelconl
clusion,Inamely,[thatlwithlthelcommunistslitlisinecessarylLIL0.0[editor sihote lse verallpage sliarellmissl]

gtatlthisipoint]

25[November.lGuliailPole.

TodaylwelspokelonltheltelephonelwithIKharkovll(withIcomradesIVolinelandIPopov).I Theyllcoml
municatedlthatInegotiationslarellcomingltolanlend.lInlthelleveninglalmeetingloflthelCouncillwas
held.IBeforelthelmeeting,[thelBatkolpresentedImelwithlalsilverlrouble.0Ilremarkedltolhim0thatlit
wasllaSuvorovlrouble",lwhereuponlhellaughedlandaidsheepishly,I“ Welllthen,lgivelitThack.”lrel
pliedlthatlhitlwasltoollate.[Belashlaskedime:I“ HowllcomelthelBatkollneverligivesimelanything?” [llirell
plied:I*Don’tlasklime,kakefithupwviththelkomandarm*”.
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26November.

FromlthelstafflwelheardlthatlthelRedslarefttackinglonhllkides.MIwentltotheBatkolandfoundlhim
alreadyllpreparedltolmove. W ellassembledleveryonellandlbeganlldepartinglfromlIGuliailPole [butlht
appearedithatlthelRedslhadlsurroundedluslwithlaltightlring.JOurllcavalryllattacked ,Jsmashedlthe
Reds,landiweldroveloffl240verstsl[aboutI250km]lfromIGuliailPolelandImadelourselveslse curelfor
thellnight.IThe(BatkolislworriedlhboutlthelCrimeanlgroup.

1December.

Atl40p.m.0ShchuslhadtoligoltolYelenovkaltoldestroylthelrailwaylbridge.0U ponligoinglitolthelstattll

sawlthatlourlitroopsiwerellretreatingllinlipanic.lllboardedlaltachankallandlwelheadedlinltheldirection
ofMalayaMikhailovka.[Weldidn’tlslee plthelwholenhightfandiverelhungry.

SMDecember.

AfterlbreakfastiwellleftlthelvillageloflY asen.lAsOwelwerelleaving,lwellearnedlthatlthelgrouploflcoml
rade[Marchenkoll(commanderJoflitheICrimeanlgroup)iwas250verstslfromlius.IW elstayedltolwait{for
hislgroup,landlatl40p.m.0MarchenkolarrivedwithI3000cavalrylandl 1 50machinelguns.0 Theyllwere
greetedbylanlorchestrallplayingllinlithelvillage. [ ThelBatkolmetlithelgroup,landlexchangedlgreetings.
Marchenkolapproachedlthe[Batkolandlreportedifacetiously:I*ThelCrimeanlgrouplhaslsuccessfully

returned.”

10December.VillagelbflPopovka,lY ekaterinoslavskyllprovince.

Inlthelmorning,[bylprelarrangedksignal welalllgatheredltolmeettheldetachmentloffcomradelVdovil
chenkolwhichlwaslpartloflMarchenko’slgroup) lcompose dlofl260lUcavalrylandll Sdmachinelguns.

11Mecember.0VillageloflBerestovaya.
Inltheleveninglhlme etinglofltheICouncillwaslheld,fatlwhichtlwaside cidedtolattackBerdyansk.

12December.

WellenteredBerdyansklandlleftlbylnightlinlitheldirectionloflGuliailPole ,fwhichlwelapproachedtl8
a.m.Jandlproceededltollopenlfire.[ Thelcavalrylcircledlaroundltheltown.IThelRedsl(42*1Division)
fledlfromGuliailPole.[LymglaboutlthelstreetsiwerelcorpseslofllReds,lcommissars,letc.IThelpeasants
toldImelthe[Redslshotl600peopleljustibeforelourllarrival.0Sixlhundre dIRedIArmylsoldierslicarrying
riflesllapproachedlthelstafflandlbeganltolstackltheirlweapons.[Welheldlalmeetingllwherelwelexl
plainedlthelgoalsfandltask sloflthelnsurgentlArmyloflUkrainel(makhnovists),lafterfwhichi4000ofTthe
6000soldierslenlisted;ithelirestiweldismissed.IA tIthelmeetingloflthelCouncillweldecidedltolbreaklup
ourllarmylintoltwollgroups.lInlthelfirstlgrouplareltwolregimentsloflcavalryllandlonelregimentloflin{
fantryllunderlthelcommandloflicomradelMarchenko.lInlthelsecondlgrouplarelonelregimentloflicavl
alryllandltwolregimentsloflinfantrylunderlthelcommandloflicomradelPetrenko.l Thelmachinelgun
regimentlandlbatterieslformlalreservelunderltheldirectlcommandloflthelstaffloflthelarmy.0Alllthis
wasldonelbecauselthelenemythashtartedtoloperatelinlthedmannerloflpartisanldetachments.
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