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Q What books and writers have you got these ideas from?

* At first I hadn't read much anarchist literature, but I defended these
ideas and people called me an anarchist. Then I accepted this description
and began to read the theorists. You naturally begin by reading the
"Unknown Revolution'' by Voline. A little Bakunin, a little Kropotkin. It
is difficult to get hold of their works today. There are some collections of
anarchists texts which have been published recently, such as that of Daniel
Guerint. You find out, for example, that some texts of Bakunin throw much
light on our understanding of the Russian Revolution; much more than those
of Marx. But in the end, the ideas you pick up from this or that writer are
not much use. We really get our education from the experlence of others
and from what we experience ourgelves.

Q Do you explicitly relate yourself_ to "Marxism?

- This, oddly enough, depends on the age of the anarchist. The old
generation of anarchists condems all the ideologies of Communism -
together. They mix them all up. For them, Marx is to be rejected as = -
much as Stalin. Just as, for Marxists, anarchists are all petit-bourgeois
so, for the old anarchists, Marxists are all Stalinists. The young . - _hizis
anarchists, however, accept the Marxist criticism of production. But they
still reject a lot of Marx. To begin with, we reject the role which is given
to the state during the transitory period between capitalism and socialism,
because it is through this theoretical justification that you came to " 2 ---_.;
Stalinism. We also leave omr ore side everythmg that seems obvzously

false in Marxism, such as the analysis of cyclic economic changes and
crises. The events we have just lived through prove this: a revolutionary
situation doesn't necessarily derive from economic imbalance. Anyway
capitalism has found ways to deal with these crises which threaten it. For
my part, I also deny the role which Marxism gives to the working class as
the only revolutionary class. When the mass of the workers is reduced to
15% of the active populatmn, it is difficult to see what it can do on its own.

" =

Q Anarchist tralition is also anti- rehgmus. Do young anarchists keep
up this opposition to religion? ¢ i
*

Anarchist tradition is not only anti-religious, it is also anto-militar-
ist. For the old anarchist, the real struggle ag=inst capitalism begins with
the destruction of religion. But in the end they take this to absurd - :- -

+ See ANARCHY 94, review of Daniel Guerin, Ni dieu ni maitre.
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. s more clearly. Itis obvious thy
to see thing d ag much by force as by
express_ecluding religion as an instry-

or(:; ;I:;wer of the church vs:hi“ch is
the tel}‘!};u churches, whether they're
of al

isie inculcates ideas into young
] It is more effective to

As for us, We,.try_ Tt
bourgeoisie 1s
every weap

extremes.
the domination of the .
ideology, and that it wﬂ% uset.
ment of domination. ?t .13 :;) .ower
dangerous, but the splr}tu : '11')1-,3 bburg
Christian or technocratic.

- : hat it wants. gy
i i d then docs Was" : han it is to use the
people, into s;)c:l‘::a); ?:,lis wrong to resist their rulers t
convince peopie .

police to defend rulers.

: : i is that they follow
2 haracteristic of anarchists 1s at -LY 2
Q Anothex Iz adit Al Are the young as rigid as their

i iety.
their ideas even in the present socl ty

elders?

i del of future
i inority sees itself as a mo
i anarfth;itcgtncom;rOmises at a personal level. The
For them, you must

= It is tr :
society. The anarchists don

) i it u O te al e

i is and this isn't wery
arri i I live like a bourgeois
married, I have children, i ol
: ?11:;1 in acco;dance with the sexual and social ideas 9f anarchis .
IIzametimez; we really do live as if we were in the SOCletYIWL v;r.ml. i ;
i d bicycles which the
; i Movement, all cars an
xample, in the March 22 db R =
;emfer; possess are held in common whenever it is necessary and e y

one uses them when they need to.
Q Is this the anarchist society?

* The main task of the anarchist criticism is to put power on trial. .
Primarily the power of a minority over a majority but also thc pou’}:r o_the
majority over a minority. Its other task is to challenge the hierarchy

power of the boss, the teacher, the parents.
Q  You challenge the role of the leader in history?

o It is not the leaders who make history; they are leaders because the}’n_
express at a particular moment what the group wants -- or else they domi
ate. It is the truth of the moment which creates lcaders of the mumerﬁc.ﬂ‘lat
Thus for ten years I have expressed the same ideas as my brother. Al .
was needed was the conjunction of favourable circumstances and he was 2
to express what the; group wanted.

Q You deny the role of the individual ?

* No, but I give it to many individuals. The bourgeoisie: are prepared
to accept leaders because it reassures them. We think that people should
be trusted and that they can decide their own fate.

Q But surely history proves vou wrong. All ages up to now have
witnessed the progressive strengthening of the state. If we are to move
towards anarchism, it would be evolution in reverse.

i Anarchism has never said that the state would not become strong. It
has said that we should struggle against this phenomenon. After all, no one
in a developed society can really control the state apparatus. They try, but
they don't succeed. You have to confine people in a more and more
oppressive ¥ationality to make them accept power, but the resistance to this
power still becomes more and more serious and in the end participation is
needed by the state itself. We don't put on trial the coordination of the
various activities of society. This coordination is neccesary, but the
centralisation of power is unacceptable. Coordination leads to information,
centralisation leads to domination. For a long time people have not
claimed their freedom. But today they are beginning to do so. Things are
being decided without them and they don't understand it. They want to
understand.

Q Do you think that we shall live to sec an anarchist society?

* I don't know anything about whether we shall live to see it. IfI can't
it's a pity but that's just too bad. It won't change anything I believe. I
shall spend my life in confrontation and struggle. I don't even know whether
a free society will ever be established. It is possible that it will never be
created, but I do know that it is possible to create it. Neither the

nonsense which is talked about human nature by those for whom people mud
always told what to do and the nonsense talked by those who speak of
technical difficulties, need stand in the way. Before the May Days we were
thought of as crazy but now the whole ccm.m-trj..r has begun talking almost like
us.

Q Including General de Gaulle ?

& You don't have to participate in everything with anyone.

Q But there are historical precedents you can refer to?

* There is the Paris Commune, the Russian Revolution at the beginning
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Q.

* You mean,
it is really an
society which fights every form of working-
revolutionary confrontation.

* For me, Soviet society is
characteristics

represents g class, DI
am opnosed to capitalist society in
live in the USSR, I live here.
against the French bourgeoisie.

to Soviet Society just as T
However, I do not
S0 I carry on the fight here

Q You are

anti-Leninist, B
Fidel Castro,

ut there are ziso Trotsky,
Che Guevara.....

Mao,

* At the time

of the repression of
Trotsky's orders,

the Kronstadt commune, on
I am anti-Trotskyist

« But when Trotsky makes -
X an of the opposition to Stalin, I more or less
follow his denunciation of the Russian bur

€aucracy. For me,
't go far enough., For Trotsky, the Russian state
is a degenew ted workers' state;

Whereas for me, the bureaucracy
represents a class. So it isn't g workers' state at all!

criticism of Soviet society is entirely Marxist- — after analy-
i P8 of production ang distribution in the
USSR, you can see that these are not the relationships of
socialist production: the Russim working eclass has no nower to
make decisions in production and distribution. For this reason
the Soviet state for me is still g class state.

Q.

Then we come to Maoism.

* Maoism—-I'm not Very sure what it is! Tr've read some bits
and pieces in Mao which are very true. His thesis of relying on
the peasaniry has always been an anarchist thesis. Here there

is no problem — even during the Russian Revolution. But now they
have made mao into a myth. And I am not interested in talking
about the myth of Mao, the little red book, the defense of Stalin
etc., The Marxist-Leninists do that. That's their business. For
me, it completely misses the point,

Vhadt do you think of Stalin?

what do I think of the Cp?

Stalin is Stalinism;
absolute form of

Tepression, a bureaucratic
class and even
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Q. that are your aims?
: - blem of moving fror :
* As follows. Through actlon,_thotnrg}?égé-‘ B .‘\.:._:qnh Q. But they asaiiit e
theory to practice and from practice to oo d'r 11 e Y Y Gre el encime S O attacking it
clearly. When we realise this, we must now geévelon a new ; & Mrein
strategy of politics so as to be ablﬁ‘_t9 g9 f‘n,%,‘i’f"“" POLLL1oAE * I could ] :
problems; and when we raise these political problems, nrecise U the i ﬂ_g@my that I am attacking precisely in tn
aims will emerge for us, in the uyniversities and in the cducat- e ‘»L:,,D"'?'ez.ltl*lo knowledge we have ang Ez'ton“t:b :IY( e
ional system generally and outside in our contact with th i-@é] our society doesn't make use of its scien‘cni]ihif:3 use of . For
: technical 3 9 g - an
working class. : € cal method for the liberation of man. e
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Q. Since the student world as & mainly of bourgcois origin, = What does the word 'socialism! mean for you?
orie wonders whether this is'a revolution of children vho are : o e
playing at being leftis®s. 5 What
Wnat do I thin il at i« 7 I
fighting to make comsasyoiidy 1SLGATIEd EOCTE1 oM T an
; . : only wav to liwe. 0O eReE N that e the
n What seems important to me now is to introduc: ities J Wey To 1iwes in
1850 the student Wordd, which is happening - and into the world
of apprentices and uncmployed young neonple who en'’ Q :
= AR » 3 ) ¥ . A e . :
apprcnjlges - to make pgss:Lble the development 4 ols :%O ml ou :cmxehbome elements of your definition of socialism
ving radical confrontation with S0eTety, based preciselv on the trom Trotsky, from Mao? E
objective situation of our gociety which is unablc (for cood : '
reason!) to find any place for its SRR 2 1Because today ; v ] '
‘ . 3 7 = 7, d etk i FPr V= 3 o ‘ S
igi ;21216‘331 _,,g_}:?x:VlI']_g what we know, (about politic te), can- Lenimii‘loﬂﬂfo} in lfc.-uct. For example, Mado breaks with strict
Y € commercial use of its youth. That is n1]. the @ When he relies on something outside the working class -
i;;__?i'wbc_»}’lf_?-n'}f._ Village communes are for us & form of organ-
~Sation which ig quite desirable.
Q{1 . Your attack is directed particularly agai i oo ohers
wh e Lot i A - Chda A Lilo U [1CLOy 1
WO were the first to denounce the Universitvy structure. Q R Bl
: ; oj';" . there is often talk about the influence on your movement
E o - e american philosopher Marcuse.
s ne don'y challenge the tepache A)
their place in the unfver;':it‘;cafhcrs 0 Ve chall
as thi eyt o F=Yed8 8 C0g in the machine. [t is g The - ' i
ggméh;_sht_hm We are opnosed to g %hwln- "*:_“ ! :ft L _LL(:‘I'S has often been'ta}k about the 1nf1:-1er;ce of
amincgagners, TS OFf some ool ome iR g fjfr on bhf SDS (the socialist student movement), We are
Ec‘-»l-v he political attitudes of some togcher il s ontact with the SDS but there aren't ten veople in the
QUite normal to npe. B e Caer ) wovement who have read Marcuse except perhans 'Eros and
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rejection of so-called

lines as us. HEspecially

it is the nature of society itself that is repressive and it
externa

is criticism of capitalist society and his
d "socialist" society, Marcuse is on the same
11v because of three theses. He shows that
(0]

n

isn’t a matter of external forms of repression like the police.
He shows that man is one dimensional, that is, our society makes
man in its own ge. Thirdly, he shows that the criticism and

e~ zinning of construction and when you criticige
something radically you are being constructive.
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Q. Your criticism has been directed against several intellectual
and teachers. Yet those who first prepared the way for you are

people like Sartre, Camus (at one time at least), Merleau-Ponty

(another existentialist philosopher). - Are these people part of
the bourgeois world for you?

* Let's take the example of Camus; he started the. paper Combat
with the subtitle "From the Resistance to the Revolution". " Took
what bmbat has become 1T

_ B It exists for you to say that Camus
=] 5 254 5 | ed som T O1 nNE 3 1
hnas 1nfluenced some young people. But today the problems that he
ralsed+7 Eufg as t of the world — it isn't in such
germs that the ma dents who are active think of them;
amis is still ad him but he doesn't have the same
S

significance now. Sartre for that matter, nor does
anyone else.

Q. You're striangly in favour of Vietnam s=nd SRS artre. ... ...

* But everyone
Sartre g In
mean that he

ssees0all right, look,

reav, But this doesn't

ence cn students. Sartre

at another stage. The
live through the post-

- that matter. ‘

surrealist
:8tudents a lot.

Qe S5till, on the 1
2

terary side i% seems
S Ly { K Seens t}'l'-"t‘
challenge of the 1920's teres ' 5

3Ta The Naj

8 tne Nanterre

* The student
agree — with surreal:
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But personally I am 5

15 not a revolution but a rebellion. W
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Qe Among the anarchists, which are those who have influenced
y ou )

Uy o ond Bakunin, on M
ago. In practice oneNmeliesgniilarx and L

v r Kolkowski e disident Polish liarxist). i
todoy, or Kolkowski (fhe dissident P ioadackiib Tl g

* [ have alwaysS definedsmgeflif as an anarchist by Qegatlonébby
sopocition to the Marxisteleninist revolutionar dipLon o ok
anarcnists, 1f you like, Have'influenced me n ) someko# “%ﬁér
woriks than by Thelx ThHeOriestss For examnle, L? book 2n h
Russian revolution,SHakineesspeok on the Ukraine, Uhe GSET?nu+ier
jescrintions of 1GNTEEEEEINE N EECt some thinkeTs llﬁ?_fﬁtLo'”
the founder of ‘thHetUEENEREEEEEOine to mention a SiBg-= .
gnarchist thinkers T demtieive a damn about ﬁ%&Ffitlféiié%t
Merc must be a theoryhieh Teads on to ﬁa?E{Cdiirria 3 years
vut one doesn't think along with thinkers of two AO“SET; e
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fundcmental errof NS REe French STUAEL )
ol for some thinkeswhosinspires our actlVinhye

- 5 i ingplre
: s vors whose theories 1nspl
Q Even so, aren't there ady thinkers who e

your movement?
3

' - a ery thinker
y, there isn'® any one thinker, oTr S ral. Every

eve
you
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i i efior . VWhy not? .
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Q. From iadrid to Berlin, from Warsaw to Rome, from Paris to
3 L ; 3 1 +45 A the { e rnomic ai
London, all the students u@vb questioned the socio-cconomic and
T

their countries. . W e it
ean “OVCDtntS? And what similarities are

1d : ¥ 3

3
S5 h . e Sl ol e 1 have
cultural sys What relations do you have
;ﬁ

with the

* There are very important relations bbtwr:h the movemc
Germany and France, struggling against the bourgeois and c
ist state. We have demonstrated our SOILQEflu" with th
because their strugg rea overlaps with ours. They
also Qumon~+vfgcd their so rity with us, Briefly, we

close contact with
an internationalism
really achieved. For u ; =
but of other pneople to — must be on a B

¥

R i

where there is an obvious revival of S
same problem. In Prague there is 1ibe
Czechoslovaki economy was quite dead.
taking place because t“ev” ig a rebirth
It isn't quite a bourgeois liberalisation but thc CLurcb

reviving etc. That is not what is interesting. But in &
Student world, as well as among Czech workers a confrontation is
developing on’ the left of the regime which wants precisely the
establishment of workers' councils. That is what is lmportant.

said that the working clags doesn't fecl

Q. It is sometimes
involved in your activity, esnecially in Paris. Why?

- That is the wrong question. dJust because st

into the streets, workers won't all say ”Hnrray,

to fight!!" Ve are all in a situation of crisis
capitalism. The workers will come into the stre

just as they did in the wild-cat strikes in gl

problem will be raiged whken the workers come un against an

objective situation which makes them move; then there
joining as in Italy, when the students picketed Piat.
workers knew which side the students were on. No one
it is the same everywhere! I have never pnretended tha
we 1live in a post-Stalinist or Pascist n@fiod. The fa-
all Students are rebelling against & repressive state.

Q- Will you succeed in constructing a revolutionary thcory
adapted to thec npresent age? # j

We have developed methods of action but we have not put
a theoretical elaboration. This is neec ésaryT £+
rre movement collgpses, it will ngusjbly recover in other

with other neople. Th t doesn't matte Tt w-m“ Fiéﬁiv

= Zr:" are incapable of developing t:ls theory. §
Shir 18 crushed by the Red Armyt But we are R
Tt'11 begin again in another place — in another way. It
mean thatwe made mistakes But this can be found out only

action, in realrpractice.

bbb b ¥

Join b[L anarchists in their struggle for the abol-
i f the system of exploitation and of the apparatus
of = coercion! : ;

Don put your rights into the hands of the politici-
ang who lead all revolutions into the dead-end of
parliamentary democracy! Reject the absurd pretensions of

I ists who direct the libertarian aspirations of
asses into the concrete structures of the Bolshevik

t obey any more directives from the reformist
which are tryin in vain to exploit for their own
: 2 great apohtaneous liberation movement, at a
time when CGT members on the orders of the indescribable
Seguy turned over to the policu the student militants

o came to talk to them on the night of lMay 24-25¢
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anarchists? ﬂonﬂ llv; the QquCb action of
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the w e and students : : -
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(sorbonne anarchist leaflet, My 1968)
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ck fl anarchy all the free and res uou51o;< men in _
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direct action the victorious 1Loarﬁcg
A e o b

3 . : :
the Ukraine 1917! As 1n Snain 19

ex
nothing to do with the an
f'l

E)
~
U

of the long and

: e £l

De "_:.tl’l -' 101, _L'V _LLA.J.L,«rCA,yI e &
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