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LIBERTY OF PRINTING.

By JOHN MILTON.

(From the ‘¢ Areopagitica.”)

U NLESS wariness be used, as good almost kill a man as kill a
good book ; who kills a man kills a reasonable creature, God’s
image ; but he who destroys a good book kills reason itself,
kills the image of God as it were in the eye. Many a man
lives a burden to the earth; but a good book is the precious
lifcblood of a master spirit, embalmed and treasured up on
purpose to a life beyond life. ’Tis true, no age can restore a
life, whereof perhaps there is no great loss; and revolutions
of ages do not oft recover the loss of a rejected truth, for the
want of which whole nations fare the worse. We should be
wary therefore what persecution we raise against the living
labors of public men, how we spill that seasoned life of man

' preserved and stored up in books ; since we see a kind of homi-
cide may be thus committed, sometimes a martyrdom, and, if it
extend to the whele impression, a kind of massacre, whereof
the execution ends not in the slaying of an elemental life, but
strikes at that ethereal and fifth essence, the breath of reason
itself, slays an immortality rather than a life. . . .

Seeing therefore that those books, and those in great abun-
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dance, which are likeliest to taint both life and doctrine
,C

be suppressed without the fall of learning and of 4] _tb_li_innpt
disputation ; and that these books of either sort are ‘ml_ny g
soonest catching to the learned, from wlom o (e ‘-lmt e
people whatever is heretical or dissolute may 'i“‘!“'l\i'\' l‘]’:‘lal)(l)n

" 1~

veyed ; and that evil manners are as perfectly learned with
books a thousand other ways which caunot be stopped oo
evil doctrine not with books can propagate, except + AL

guide, which he might also do without writing and \:\ ;,L;,af:her
prohibiting, I am not able to unfold how this cautelons G}(tn,l.d
prise of licensing can be exempted from the number ‘..f HY.L-I-
and impossible attempts. And he who were pleasantly ‘(il'm
posed could not well avoid to liken it to the exploit of t];ls_
gallant man who thought to pound up the crows by shut -
his park gate. Besides another inconvenience, if i--.‘u'.lrm-i :mg
be the first receivers out of books and dispreaders }J‘”t}“w
'.vice and error, how shall the licensers themselves be U()Iliili,ioi
in, unless we can confer upon them, or they ussume to thme
selves, above all others in the land, the lf!j;u‘r' of im:;llilnil';}-
and uncorruptedness? And again, if it be true that a wli‘y
man like a good refiner can gather gold out of the tlr((w\;ie:i
volume, and that a fool will be a fool with the hest |mnk“ ~ela
or without book, there is no reason that we should f]l'l)r‘i\?P'Q;
wise man of any advantage to his wisdom, while we seeklto
restrain from a fool that which being restrained will be no
hindrance to his folly. For if there should e so much ex-
actness always used to keep that from him which is unfit for
his reading, we should, in the judgment of Aristotle not only,

but of Solomon and of our Savior, not vouchsafe hLim good
precepts, am.l by consequence not willingly admit him to good
books,. as being certain that a wise man will make better use
of a,rrnr.ldle pamphlet than a fool will do of sacred Scripture.
ol o :vsig?::talleged_ we must not expose ourselves to tempta-
P snecrzresstx)ty, and next to that, not employ our time
g f-olmd (4] 1Ot.h thesg objections one answer will serve,
o temptaiiom 8 a read_y.lald, that to all men such books are
s g tenor vanities, but useful drugs and materials
S mal:;’peli'?nd compose effective and strong medi-
o ::hildigh 35 8 lie cannot want. The rest, as children
e el 1:‘11; who have not the art to qualify and pre-
oo ing minerals, well may be exhorted to forbear,
ered forcibly they cannot be by all the licensing that

sainted Inquisition could ever yet contrive, which is what I
promised to deliver next: that this order of licemsing con-
duces.nothing to the end for which it was framed, and hath
almost prevented me by being clear already while thus much
hath been explaining. See the ingenuity of Truth, who, when
she gets a free and willing hand, opens herself faster than the
pace of method and discourse can overtake her. It was the
task which I began with, to show that no nation, or well-in-
stituted state, if they valued books at all, did ever use this
way of licensing; and it might be answered that this is a
piece of prudence lately discovered ; to which I return that,
as it was a thing slight and obvious to think on, so if it had
been difficult to find out there wanted not among them long
gince who suggested such a course, which they not following,
leave us a pattern of their judgment, that it was not the not
knowing, but the not approving, which was the cause of their
not using it.

Plato, a man of high authority indeed, but least of all f
his Commonwealth, in the book of his laws, which no city eyfr
yet received, fed his fancy with making many edicts to his ai
burgomasters, which they who otherwise admire him wish had
been rather buried and excused im the genial cups of an aca-
demic night-sitting ; by which laws he seems to tolerate no kind
of learning but by unalterable decree, consisting most of prac-
tical traditions, to the attainment whereof a library of smaller
bulk than his own Dialogues would be abundant. And there
also enacts that no poet should so much as read to any private
man what he had written, until the judges and law keepers had
seen it and allowed it. But that Plato meant this law pecul-
iarly to that commonwealth which he had imagined, and to no
other, is evident. Why was he not else a lawgiver to himself,
but a transgressor, and to be expelled by his own magistrates,
both for the wanton epigrams and dialogues which he made,
and his perpetual reading of Sophron Mimus and Aristophanes,
books of grossest infamy, and also for commending the latter of
them, though he were the malicious libeler of his chief friends,
to be read by the tyrant Dionysius, who had little need of such
trash to spend his time on? But that he knew this licensing of
poems had reference and dependence to many other provisos
there set down in his fancied republic, which in this world could
have no place ; and so neither he himself nor any magistrate or
city ever imitated that course, which, taken apart from those




other collateral injunctions, must needs be vain and fruitless.
For if they fell upon one kind o'f strictness, unless their care
were equal to regulate all other things of like aptness to corrupt
{he mind, that single endeavor they knew would be but a fond
iabor : to shut and fortify one gate against corruption, and be
necessitated to leave others round about wide open.

1f we think to regulate printing, thelteby to rectif Y manners,
we must regulate all recreations and pastimes, all that is delight-
ful to man. No music must be heard, no song be set or sung,
but what is grave and Doric. There must be licensing dancers,
that no gesture, motion, or deportment be taught our youth
but what bv their allowance shall be thought lLonest: for such
Plato was 'provided of. It will ask more tha\fl i_he work of
twenty licensers to examine all the lutes, the violins, and the
guitars in every house; they must not be suffered to prattle as
they do, but must be licensed what they may say. And who
shall silence all the airs and madrigals, that whisper softness
in chambers? The windows also, and the balconies, must be
thought on: there are shrewd books with dangerous frontis-
pieces set to sale; who shall prohibit them? Shall twenty
licensers? The villages also must have their visitors to inquire
what lectures the bagpipe and the rebec reads, even to the bul-
latry and the gamut of every municipal fiddler, for these are the
countryman’s Arcadias and his Montemayors. Next, what
more national corruption, for which England hears ill abroad,
than household gluttony? Who shall be the rectors of our
daily rioting? and what shall be done to inhibit the multitudes
that frequent those houses where drunkenness is sold and har-
bored? Our garments also should be referred to the licensing
of some more sober workmasters to see them cut into a less
wanton garb. Who shall regulate all the mixed conversation
of our youth, male and female together, as is the fashion of this
country ? who shall still appoint what shall be discoursed, what
presumed, and no further? Lastly, who shall forbid and sepa-
rate all idle resort, all evil compaﬂy?

These things will be, and must be; but how they shall be
less hurtful, how less enticing, herein consists the grave and
governing wisdom of a State. To sequester out of the world
into Atlantic and Utopian polities, which never can be drawn
into use, will not mend our condition ; but to ordain wisely as
in this world of evil, in the midst whereof God hath placed us
unavoidably. Nor is it Plato’s licensing of books will do this,

which necessarily pulls along with it go man
licensigg, a8 will m:ake us- a.ll both ridiculous and weary, and yet
frustrate ; but those unwritten, or at least unconstraining 1

of virtuous education, religious and civil nurture, whicth;::s
there mentions as the bonds and ligaments of the Commoﬁo
wealth, the pillars and the sustainers of every written stattss
these they be which will bear chief sway in such matters a;
these, when all licensing will be easily eluded. Impunity and
remissness, for certain, are the bane of a Commonwealth ; but
here the great art lies to discern in what the law is to bid re-
straint and punishment, and in what things persuasion only is
to work. If every action which is good or evil in man at ripe
years were to be under pittance and prescription and compul-
sion, what were virtue but a name, what praise could be then
due to welldoing, what grammercy to be sober, just, or con-
tinent ?

Many there be that complain of Divine Providence for
suffering Adam to transgress. Foolish tongues! When God
gave him reason, He gave him freedom to choose, for reason is
but choosing ; he had been else a mere artificial Adam, such an
Adam as he is in the motions. We ourselves esteem not of
that obedience or love or gift which is of force: God therefore
left him free, set before him a provoking object, ever almost in
his eyes; herein consisted his merit, herein the right of his
reward, the praise of his abstinence. Wherefore did He create
passions within us, pleasures round about us, but that these
rightly tempered are the very ingredients of virtue? They are
not skillful considerers of human things who imagine to remove
sin by removing the matter of sin; for, besides that it is a huge
heap increasing under the very act of diminishing, though some
part of it may for a time be withdrawn from some persons, it
cannot from: all in such a universal thing as books are; and
when this is done, yet the sin remains entire. Though ye take
from a covetous man all his treasure, he has yet one jewel left :
ye cannot bereave him of his covetousness. Banish all objects
of lust, shut up all youth into the severest discipline that can
be exercised in any hermitage, ye cannot make them chaste
that came not thither so; such great care and wisdom is re-
quired to the right managing of this point.

Suppose we could expel sin by this means; look how much
we thus expel of sin, so much we expel of virtue; for the matter
of them both is the same; remove that, and ye remove them

¥ other kinds of




both alike. This justifies the high providence of God, who
though He command us temperance, justice, continence, yet
pours out before us even to a profuseness all desirable things,
and gives us minds that can wander b(:\_\'mul all limit and
satiety. Why should we then affect a rigor contrary to the
manner of God and of Nature, by abridging or scanting those
means which books freely permitted are, both to the trial of
virtue and the exercise of truth. It would be better done to
learn that the law must needs b2 frivolous which goes to re-
strain things uncertainly and yet equally working to good and
to evil. And were I the chooser, a dram of welldoing should
be preferred before many times as much the forcible ‘
of evil doing. For God sure esteems the growth and
pleting of one virtuous person more than the restraint of te
vicious.

And albeit whatever thing we hear or see, sitting, 1
traveling, or conversing, may be fitly called our book, _
of the same effect that writings are, yet grant the thing to be
prohibited were only books, it appears that this order hitherto
is far insufficient to the end which it intends. Do we not see,
not once or oftener, but weekly, that continued Court libel
against the Parliament and City, printed, as the wet sheets can
witness, and dispersed among us for all that licensing can do?
Yet this is the prime service a man would think, wherein this
order should give proof of itself. If it were executed, you'll
say. But certain, if execution be remiss or blindfold now and
in this particular, what will it be hereafter and in other books?
1f then the order shall not be vain and frustrate, behold a new
labor, Lords and Commons! Ye must repeal and proscribe all
scandalous and unlicensed books already printed and divulged,
after ye have drawn them up into a list, that all may know
which are condemned and which not, and ordain that no for-
eign books be delivered out of custody till they have been read
over. This office will require the whole time of not a few
overseers, and those no vulgar men. There be also books which
are partly useful and excellent, partly culpable and pernicious;
this work will ask as many more officials to make expurgations
and expunctions, that the commonwealth of learning be not
damnified. In fine, when the multitude of books increase upon
their hands, ye must be fain to catalogue all those printers who
are found frequently offending, and forbid the importation of
their whole suspected typography. In a word, that this your

lrance

order may be exact, and not deficient, ye must reform it per-
fectly according to the model of Trent and Seville, which I
know ye abhor to do. Yet though ye should condescend to
this, which God forbid, the order still would be but fruitless
and defective to that end whereto ye meant it. If to prevent
gects and schisms, who is so unread or so uncatechised in story,
that hath not heard of many sects refusing books as a hin-
drance, and preserving their doctrine unmixed for many ages
only by unwritten traditions? The Christian faith, for that
was once a schism, is not unknown to have spread all over
Asia ere any Gospel or Epistle was seen in writing. If the
amendment of manners be aimed at, look into Italy and Spain,
whether those places be ome scruple the better, the honester,
the wiser, the chaster, since all the inquisitional rigor that hath
been executed upon books.

Another reason, whereby to make it plain that this order
will miss the end it seeks, consider by the quality which ought
to be in every licenser. It cannot be denied but that he who
is made judge to sit upon the birth or death of books, whether
they may be wafted into this world or not, had need to be a
man above the common measure, both studious, learned, and
judicious ; there may be else no mean mistakes in the censure
of what is passable or not, which is also no mean injury. If he
be of such worth as behooves him, there cannot be a more tedi-
ous and unpleasing journey work, a greater loss of time levied
upon his head, than to be made the perpetual reader of un-
chosen books and pamphlets, ofttimes huge volumes. There is
no book that is acceptable unless at certain seasons ; but to be
enjoined the reading of that at all times, and in a ha:nd scarce
legible, whereof three pages would not down at any time in the
fairest print, is an imposition which I cannot believe how he
that values time and his own studies, or is but of a sensible
nostril, should be able to endure. In this one thing I craye
leave of the present licensers to be pardoned for so thinking,
who doubtless took this office up looking on it through their
obedience to the Parliament, whose command perhaps n}ade all
things seem easy and unlaborious to them ; but that this short
trial hath wearied them out already, their own expressions an.d
excuses to them who make so many journeys to solicit their
license are testimony enough. Seeing therefore those who now
possess the employment by all evident signs wish the:mselves
well rid of it, and that no man of worth, none that is not a




plain unthrift of his own hours, is ever like
except he mean to put himself to the salary
we may easily foresee what kind of licenser
hereafter, either ignorant, imperious, and remiss, or }_m,:sely
pecuniary. This is what I had to show wherein this order cap-
not conduce to that end whereof it bears the intention,

I lastly proceed from the no good it can do to t}
hurt it causes, in being first the greatest discouragement ang
affront that can be offered to learning and to learneg men. [t
was the complaint and lamentation of prelates upon every Jeagt
breath of a motion to remove pluralities and distribute more
equally Church revenues, that then all learning would be for-
ever dashed and discouraged. But as for that opinion, I never
found cause to think that the tenth part of learning stood or
fell with the clergy, nor could I ever but hold it for a sordid
and unworthy speech of any churchman who had a competency
left him. If, therefore, ye be loath to dishearten utterly and
discontent, not the mercenary crew of false pretenders to learn-
ing, but the free and ingenuous sort of such as evidently were
born to study and love learning for itself, not for lucre or any
other end but the service of God and of truth, and perhaps that
lasting fame and perpetuity of praise which God and good men
have consented shall be the reward of those whose published
labors advance the good of mankind, then know that so far to
distrust the judgment and the honesty of one who hath but a
common repute in learning and never yet offended, as not to
count him fit to print his mind without
lest he should drop a schism or somethin
greatest displeasure and indignity to a f
that can be put upon him.

What advantage is it to be a man over it is to be a boy at

school, if we have only escaped the ferule to come under the
fescue of an imprimatur? if serious and elaborate writings, as
if they were no more than the theme of a grammar lad under
his pedagogue, must not be uttered without the cursory eyes
of a temporizing and extemporizing licenser ? He who is not
trusted with his own actions, his drift not being known to be

evil, and standing to the hazard of law and penalty, has no

great argument to think himself reputed in the Commonwealth

wherein he was born for other than a fool or a foreigner. When

a man Wl:it@s to the world, he summons up all his reason and
deliberation to assist him; he searches, meditates, is industri-

ly to succeed them,
of a press corrector,
S we are to expect

16 manifest

a tutor and examiner,
g of corruption, is the
ree and knowing spirit

10

777—4%4

us, and likely consults and. confers with his judicious friends ;
gftér all which done he takes himself to be informed in what he
writes as well as any that w.rotre befolre him ; if in this tbsa most
consummate act of his fidelity and ripeness, no years, no indus-
try, Do former proof of his_amll_mes can bring him to that state
of maturity as not to be still ‘n}lstrusted an'd su.spe_ct,ed, unless
he carry all his considefai?'d1llge11ce, all his ml(}mght watch-
ings, and expeuse of Palladian oil, to the hasty view of an un-
1eit;ured licenser, perhaps much his younger, perhaps far his
inferior in judgment, perhaps one who never knew the labor of
book writing, and if he be r_mt repu'lsefd or shghted. m?.st appear
in print like a puny with hl_s gu:_xrdwsn and his censor s han.'d on
the back of his title to be his bal‘l and surety that he is no idiot
or seducer, it cannot be but a L_hshonor a.r!d c_lerogatlon f,o the
author, to the book, to the privilege and dlgmty of learning.
And what if the author shall be one 50 copious of f?.ney- as
to have many things well wortl_x the adding come into ].'ES lI:nnt
after licensing, while the book is ygt' under the press,.w 13 t!}mt
seldom happens to the best and d}llg(eytest ‘_wnterls‘a, an tlao
perhaps a dozen times in one book ? The printer « m}'es 1:0 dge
beyond his licensed copy ; so o‘ften thep mu§t the autgor ru g‘:1
to his leave giver, that those his new msE_rtlons.n}ay _te v1et:ebt;
and many a jaunt will be 111;1@@ ere that hcensel,l p}- i x.nus %
the same man, can either be found, or fou:}d at leisure ,uﬂiler;m_
while either the press must stand still, which is no sima. d(the
age, or the author lose his accuratest tl_xoughtsdz}?t sin e
h:(j)uk forth worse than he had made 1L} “’hlchrt-() a bl ;"g{elu writ
is the greatest melancholy and vexation th.at can ._? al .the 5
And how can a man teach with a.uth{)rlty, which 1is e
of teaching, how can he be a Jdoctor in his book a;sﬁ hehogxgan I
be, or else had better be sil%-u.t, whenas all he Lac':;. en, e
delivers, is but under the tuition, under the gorlrec 10 ;:'ds .
patriarchal licenser to blot or fllter what precisely acctz? o
with the hidebound humor \\lhl(:h _he calls his qud.gmln‘an;née o
every acute reader upon the first mght of a ped.llrftzc 1?10“,8, g
be ready with these like words to L-lmg the book adq i
tance from him: “I hate a pupil teacher, I endure e
instructor that comes to me under 'the wardshlplof aIu 10-:,vé e
ing fist ; I know nothing of the licenser, but that thme o
own hand here for his arrogance ; .who shall_warre.mb e
judgment?” *The State, sir,” replies the statlonerb, tum)t .
quick return, “ The State shall be my governors, bu
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critics ; they may be mistaken in the choice of
easily as this licenser may be mistaken i
some common stuff ; ” and he might add fr

a licenser o
! An author: thig is
om Sir Franeig B

that such authorized books are but the language of the t.ﬁii::
For though a licenser should happen to be judicious more thap
ordinary, which will be a great jeopardy of the next succession,
yet his very office and his commission enjoin him to let pass
nothing but what is vulgarly received already.

Nay, which is more lamentable, if the work
author, though never so famous in his lifetime and even to this
day, come to their hands for license to be printed or reprinted,
if there be found in his book one sentence of a venturous edge,
uttered in the height of zeal, and who knows whether it might
not be the dictate of a divine 8pirit, yet not suiting with every
low decrepit humor of their own, though it were Knox himself, the
reformer of a kingdom, that spake it, they will not pardon him
their dash ; the sense of that great man shall to all posterity be
lost for the fearfulness or the presumptuous rashness of a per-
functory licenser. And to what an author this violence hath
been lately done, and in what book of greatest consequence to

be faithfully published, I could now instance, but shall forbear
till a more convenient season.

of any deceaseq

Yet if these things be not re-
sented seriously and timely by them who have the remedy in
their power, but that such iron molds as these shall have
authority to gnaw out the choicest periods of exquisi
and to commit such a treacherous fraud
mainders of worthiest men after death,
belong to that hapless race of men whose misfortune it is to have
understanding. Henceforth let, no man care to learn, or care to
be more than worldly wise ; for certainly in higher matters to
be ignorant and slothful, to be a common steadfast dunce,
will be the only pleasant life and only in request.

And as it is a particular disesteem of ev

alive, and most injurious to the written 1
of the dead, so to

the whole nation.

test books,
against the orphan re-
the more sorrow will

ery knowing person
abors and monuments
me it seems an undervaluing and vilifying of

I cannot set_so light by all the invention,
grave and solid judgment, which is in Eng-
be comprehended in any twenty capacities
: much less that it should not pass except
their superintendence be over it, except it be sifted and strained
with their strainers

» that it should be uncurrent without their
manual stamp. Truth and understanding are not such wares

how good soever ;
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to be monopolized and traded in by tickets and statuteg. and
as dards. We must not think to make a staple commodity of
E;mnl all’ u'n\v]cdge in the land, to mark and license it like our
3 t{ljcﬂl(\)th and our woolpacks. What is it but a servitude like
e ;n yosed by the Philistines, not to be allowed the sharpen-
?I]?;b(:f {})u-r-'cm']i axes :md. coit{ers, but we must repair from all

‘ters wenty licensing forges.

quaﬁ‘.ﬂr{: i?] t'“:lic l\vritmn a:nd dgivulge(l erroneous things and
: dl:lm‘ls ym honest life, misusi'ng 3:11(1 forfei_(.in_g the esteem
ol f his reason among men, if after conviction this only
o “ierc' adjudged him, that he should never henceforth
Cer{sur'fmt wimt wu:e first examined by an appointed.ofﬁcer,
i hand should be annexed to pass his credit for him that
WhOSf 1mi('rht be safely read, it could not be apprehended less
nﬁw ;ediqg;r;wuful 1:111iishment. Whence to include the whole
: ‘mo;:l and those that never yvet thus Ofken'ded, under such a
11?1}1 : £ and suspectful prohibition, may plainly be understood
k. end; J‘Ll"..;*-“t‘lll(’l‘lb it is; so much the more, whenas del?tors
W:ILIiitdtlin‘qll‘mnEq may walk abroad wi.thont a ke-eI-)er, b‘ut_;l mo'fl;
?eusive books must not stir forth without ;i. vllsﬂsalih;a; zrrle-
their title. Nor is it to the common peop ethe;s e

roach ; for if we be so jealous over them as tha i
p 3 tliem with an English pamphlet, what do we ut ce o
t}r;l;:n for a giddy, \iciuus._:md ungr_oundgd peo;?:,g: :Efe t:
sick and weak estate of faith _and (hsgretu;n aﬁcemer? s
take nothing down but through the pipe o da ‘vhen_as i.n o
this is care or love of 11101111‘ we cunnzitp]]r:;t:erzi ,and g o
>opish places where the laity are most I spised, th
ia:\nll]:stiictnem is used over them. Wlsdom werczﬁsgtn(;?ig:
because it stops but one brf:.a?ch ‘?f license, m;event S
whenas those corruptions which it seeks to p

faster at other doors which cannot be shut.
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