Dear FRrIEND,

In the name of humanity and international brother-
hood, 'we earnestly beg of you to protest eneruetically to the
Japanese Ambassador in London against the nmjn-t and bar-
barous penalty of death pronounced wpon Dr. Denjiro Kotoku,
his wife, and twenty-four other Socialists and Anarclists,

Dr. Kotokn, his wife, and their [riends were hronght hefore
a court specially appointed for the purpose, judged guilty of
plotting against the Imperial family, and sewreunced 1o death
on Novemher 9. The fact that it was an unnsual jndieial
procedure shows that the proofl of the alleged erime was weak.

Denjiro Kotoku is o man who has devoted lLimscll ta intel-
lectual pursuits, and has tried to popularise Western ideas in
Japan.  His “crime” consists in spreading radical ideas and
in translating the works of Karl Murx, leo Tolstoy, Peter
Kropotkin, and AMichael Bakunin.  As ajeader of (he © Lelt " in
the social revolutionary movement in Japan, he was called the
“ head of the Kropotkinists.”  We are conviuced that (he charge
of conspiracy aguinst the Emperor is [ulse.

Kotoku’s condemnation marks the climax «f 1hr reaction
against liberal ideas which Las taken plice in Jupan during the
Tast few years.  Mr. Katayama, the leader of thie Sociulist Party
in Japan, Las recently protested to Western civilisation against
the persecutions of the Liberals in Japan.

As international fighters for freedow, we are not willing to-

liave our frieuds in Japan {all victims to the reactionary lorees?
Shall the Japanese Governmeut imilate the barbarous nmethods
of Spain” and Russia, and do to death  their scholars anid
thinkers 2 We must act swiltly and vigorously i the canse of
humanity and civilisation, and we would suggest that from all
meetings urgent protests be seut to the Japanese Aunbassador.
There is no time to be lost.  Remember Ferrer !
Yours sincerely,
Freepom GROUP OF ANARCIHISTS,
“Irecdom,”
127 Ossulston Strect, London, N 1V,
November 22, 1910.




