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NOTE on THE AUTHOR (N D EX
 

Marcus Grahamôs name is well known to the militant working-
class movement in the United States and Canada, but he may need
some introduction to English readers. During the last war he spoke
at many meetings against conscription and the war in Montreal, and
later edited an underground anarchist paper in Toronto. Leaving
Canada for the United States, he became editor of another anarchist
paper. During the years which followed the war, he worked in
London, Canada and the United States once more. As editor of
the Anarchist paper Free Society, he was arrested; and on February
21st, 1929, was subjected to the Third Degree. After being held for
six months on Ellis Island, however, he was released and bail was
returned. In 1929 he published an Anthology of Revolutionary
Poetry, the most thoroughgoing work of its kind yet issued. In sub-
sequent years, he is chieþy known as editor of the Los Angeles paper
Man. With the outbreak of the present war, the American ruling
class renewed their attack on Marcus Graham, and Man was sup-
pressed in 1940. His pamphlet, The Issues of the Present War,
originally written as a reply to a pro-war anarchist, constitutes a
profound attack on the whole tissue of pretensions whereby the
imperialist groups seek to justify the second world war within a
generation.

EDITORS.
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CHAPTER I
Economics in this war
Balance of power in the present war
Umted Statesô role in imperialism

CHAPTER II
The armaments industry
Enemy governments and arms supplies

CHAPTER III MILITARISM AND ECONOMIC CRISIS
The Nazi economic planning
Economy planning by the Democraciesò
Russiaôs economy planning

CHAPTER IV TWO DIFFERENT FORCES IN THE
PRESENT WAR

What made fascism possible?
Allies of the Democracies
The Democraciesò as ruling powers
Fascist cruelties and their ideological origin
The difference between the two warring forces

CHAPTER \ PEACE AIMS AND THE DEMOCRACIES
What the democratic powers expect
Peace plans of a democracy

CHAPTER VI LABOUR AND SOCIALIST MOVEMENTS
IN THE PRESENT WAR

A review of the past
History repeats itself
Democracy, liberalism and labour
Lesson for the worldôs oppressed

THE ORDER OF THE HOUR by RUDOLF ROCKER

MANIFESTO OF THE ANARCHIST FEDERATION ON WAR
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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

DURING THE WAR of 1914-1918 Rudolf Rocker adopted an un-
compromisingly anti-war position. He wrote vigorously against those
among the socialists, and even among the anarchists, who had deserted
international working-class solidarity in favour of support for one
or other of the imperialist groups. Between the two wars he played
a prominent part in the Anarchist Syndicalist movement. All the
more reason for regret that, in the present war, he has taken up the
position he so effectively attacked in the last. The present pamphlet
was written as a refutation of the arguments Rocker put forward in
the New York Freie Arbeiter Stimme. Marcus Graham answers
Rocker point by point and completely demolishes his defenceðfor
Rocker is really seeking to defend an untenable position. His article
is printed in Appendix I. c

This pamphlet was written in the early spring of 1942ða few
months after America and Japan had entered the war. A few of
its chapters were published in the London Anarchist paper War
Commentary at the time, but several factors have since delayed its
publication in full. Nevertheless, its appearance at the present
moment is especially timely, for the events of the past two years have
sewed to amplify and conýrm Marcus Grahamôs argument. One
might cite as outstanding examples the collaboration with Darlan
and the support aþorded to Badoglio. Marcus Grahamis arguments
derive greater force, moreover, from the fact that they are drawn,
not from opposition or anti-war sources, but from the capitalist press
and the capitalist politiciansô speeches.

The Anarchist movement in this country upholds and proclaims
the intemational solidarity of the working class; the struggle of the
workers of all lands against the ruling class which exploits and
oppresses them. In Appendix II is printed the Manifesto of the
Anarchist Federation on War. We invite the adherence of the
Anarchist movements in other countries to the principles it maintainsô.

London, April, I944.
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ñThat the present war . . . cannot be measurediby
the standards of military conþicts of the past, is beginning
to be realised even by those who believe that historical
facts can be denied through aged theories.ò-RUDOLF

H ROCKER.
. Thus begins Rockerôs dictum article ñThe Order of the Hour.ò Inò the
ýrst place he declares that anarchist ñtheoriesò are aged and therefore no
longer valid, and secondly he charges some members of our movement with
using ñaged theoriesò in order to deny ñhistorical factsò. He winds up by
saying that even the latter are beginning to ñrealiseò this.

Rocker does not offer a single proof of his assertion that all members
of the anarchist movement are now taking the same position as himself.

In Great Britain the anarchist movement publishes the periodical War
I Commentary, now in its fourth year. It is unalterably opposed to the present
war because of these ñaged theoriesò that Rocker; has discarded. In the
United States there was the periodical Man! which was forced to suspend
publication in May, 194oðbecause it was uncompromisingly opposed to the
attempt of the ñdemocraticò Government to drag that country into the war.
In the same country are the organs of the Italian and Spanish anarchists
who have also remained true to their principles in their attitude to the war.
Inthe Argentine the Spanish and Jewish organs of our movement are doing
likewise. Anarchist papers in all countries where they exist, and in whatever
language they appear, have also remained true to their ideas. '

There are some exceptions. There is the organ of the Jewish anarchistsó
in the United States, in whose pages Rockerôs article originally appeared,
which takes the same attitude as he, and G. Maximov, editor of the Russian:
anarchist paper in the U.S., has adopted a similar position.

Rockerôs sweeping statement, quoted above, is then, to say the least, a
mis-statement of the factual situation.

In order to see whether the anarchist approach to past wars is also
applicable to the present one, we shall now proceed to examine its causes.
And in order to back up our assertion that this position has remained as sound
as it ever was, we shall not make use of any statement or studies from the
press of our movement, or from the books of our theoreticians. Instead we
shall use the most recent statements available, -all by those who are espousing
the Allied cause. I

óECONOMICS IN 1|-us WAR   I
> .

What are the principal causes of the war? The rich man-ôs magzine
Fortune, published in the U.S., answers this question in its issue df_Ja;_1iiary,
1942, in an article by a prominent attorney arid in an editorial article. Weô
quote ýrst from the article of'th'e attorney, John Foster Dulles: I " ó

_ . .. - pt " ,

ñThe outbreak of the second 'world war was preceded by trade strangulation-
without precedent in the time of peace. No_ one can doubt that this was a eontribuli-r
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ing cause of _the war. It is demonstrable that_trade controls relate directly to peace
. . _. There is in Japan a population of '75 millions occupying an area smaller than
California. Japan is almost barren of natural resources . . . it must have lar e

. . , 3exports. Otherwise they cannot pay for their needed imports. Without such means
of payment Japan is in effect blockaded.ò

Now we quote from the editorial Euro e) P 3ñGermanyôs economic problem . . . was to secure through war the European
production she could not get through free trade . . . If she is left in unchallenged
possession of the Continent . . . she will make all of it a German colonial empire, a
supplier_of foodstuffs and raw materials and a consumer of German manufactures
The ultimate objective of the New Order . . . is the capture of industrial machinery
and services of Europe.ò

And a United States Senator, Edwin C. Johnson, speaking before a conven-
tion of the International Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Engineers
at Denver, Col. on July 7th, 1941, said, in part:

ñThe challenge which the despised Nazis have forced upon us, luckily largely
due to the fortunes of geography, is not militaryðit is industrial . . . The extraordinary
efficiency of the Nazis has staggered the imagination of the world . . . Those who can
have no faith that we, as ýremen, can become equally efficient are demanding that
our competitors be crushed now with our military might . . Isnôt it just a little
illogical to think that we can crush them with military mightó, but cannot compete
with them in commerce?ò

BALANCE OF POWER IN THE PRESENT WAR
Imperialism, that is the rule and exploitation by one country of others,

plays one of the most important parts in the causes of the war. Just how
closely both the democratic and fascist countries are involved in playing the
imperialist game is made clear in an article which appeared in the daily news-
paper Christian Science Monitor on December iith, 1941. The writer,
Argus, headed the article with the signiýcant title: ffapan Shakes ôWorld
Power," Policy of Brztam and the Umted States at stake. In it he said:

ñThis policy, though it has had different names at different times, has always been
some form of balance of power . . . Britain has not always tried for the same balance.
When Russia, by the treaty of San Stefano in 1878, threatened to increase its hold
on the Balkans, bringing it close to Constantinople, Britain joined Germany in blocking
the move. When Germany began warring over the Berlin to Bagdad Railway in 1914,
Britain joined with Russia to block the move. Despite reshuþiings, however, the
principle of the balance remained . . . Ever since Lord Salisbury in 1902 digniýed
the oriental island kingdom with a treaty virtually guaranteeing it a free hand in the
Far East, British imperialists have looked upon the Japanese not only to safeguard
their Far Eastem possessions, but more especially to preserve the general balance by
serving as a check on Russia who, whether friendly or otherwise, whether Czarist or
Stalinist, was so huge and so eager for a warm port around the East Mediterranean.
To-day Russia is the ally: Japan is the enemy, with Tokioôs policy expanding far
beyond its early role of obliging a zealous collaborator . . . If Japan were to develop
ambitions, however, they were not likely to be held in check either by the British or
by the French, who also needed Japanôs co-operation for maintaining the security of
their empire in Irido-China . . . The British treaty .' . . virtually guaranteed Japan
freedom from British interference in any adventure against China or Russia . . . so
Japan, with Britainôs blessing walked into China and out of the League (of Nations)
. . . But Japan intimated that it considered Britain's star in the Paciýc _to be on the
decline, and in 1936 signed the anti-Comintern Pact with Hitler, soon setting out upon
the full invasion of China . . . As recently as July, 1940, the present Churchill Govern-
ment -ómade a further attempt at appeasement by closing the Burma Road to Chinese
supplies . . . It was this process that ýrst opened the way for an aggressive policy,
not on-ly in Japan, but also Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany. In each case the needs
of balancing up have caused imperialists to overlook initial lawless moves that have
led to the appalling conditions that now face the world." -

Could any worse or more terse indictment against the so-called ñdemo-
craticò powers be brought forward? As Argus appears to have left the
interests of the United Statesô imperialists aside, we shall quote other sources
in order to complete the picture of the ñdemocraciesô7.
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UNITED STATESó ROLE IN IMPERIALISM
_ In an article, Japanô: Dilemma, appearing in the Yale Review, winter
issue for 1942, Prof. Nathaniel Peffer writes:

ñThe ýrst principle of the so-called ónew orderô in East Asia is re 'onal self-
sufýciency. The projected design is that of an autarchy in which all! economic
activity would be rationalised with the object of military ower . . . China's place in
that design would be that of a reservoir of raw materialls. And since China would
not be industrially developed the prospect of a Chinese market for American and other
Western countries would fade.ò "-

How the U.S. Was gradually drawn into the imperialist war as a result
of the capitalist interests aiming to retain old markets and acquire new, and
as yet undeveloped ones, is made only too clear by Upton Close in an article
ñAmerzcaôs Role in the Pacificò, appearing in the American Mercury of
September, 1941. He writes:

ñWe Americansðthough anti-imperialists in temper and intention as we block the-
empire-building of Hitler and Hirohitoðare having an empire dumped in our laps.
It is an empire larger, richer in potentialities, than all the realms bounded in Main
Kampf. The Empire of the Paciýc . . . We are saving the Paciýc basin from the
cruder sort of empire-building by others, and in doing it are setting up an American"
protectorate. Americans are still largely unconscious of this, but the Japanese are
not . . . Our expansion is not theoretical and not temporary. We are building per-
manent works from Bering Strait to the South Sea, we are lending moneyðin the
old days it would have been called subsidisingð-to imperial dependencies . . . It does
not follow that Britain is through in the Paciýc . . . Protectorate is the ýrst step of
empire. We rather than Germany or Japan or Russia or England seem likely to
emerge from this war with the making of an empire."

And one of the leaders of the U.S. Army in the last world war, General
Hugh S. Johnson, penned these prophetic words in his syndicated column
for November 1 ith, 1941:

ñWe donôt want war. The Japanese people donôt want war. It is hard to say
what verdict history will write of our getting into war . . . but if the writing of past
history is any guide, it wonôt be very þattering. It will probably be that we did it to
destroy a rival naval power that we felt might some day menace us, and to
preserve the British Empire.ò

Although the statements of Upton Close and Hugh S. Johnson do not
stress the economic issue of markets to the same extent as Nathaniel Peffer,
it does not therefore follow that this is not one of the main causes of the
War. For imperialism is based upon the exploitation of markets by capitalist
interests. It is through governments, which serve as armed force, that the
capitalist system wages its economic and physical wars to achieve its aims.

For a much clearer picture of the U.S. role in the war and an exposure"
of the imperialist game it is playing on behalf of the capitalist interests, we
shall quote from a trenchant study ñEconomic Defence of Latin Americaò by
Percy W. Bidwell, Director of Studies of the Council of Foreign -Relations.
It was published in May, I941, by the Peace Foundation of Boston, Mass.
He writes:

ñPublic opinion in the U.S. was not greatly concerned about the inroads of the
Nazis in the economic and political life of South-Eastern Europe. Our trade interests
in that area were small . . . imports from that area . . . less than 2% . . ". exports
were 1% . . . But Latin America was a horse of another colour. Popularly, as well
as officially, the Monroe Doctrine had been interpreted to mean that we had Sfþtll
interests in that area. We regularly sold between 15 and 20% of our exports to atii_i__
American purchasers . . . The requirement that purchases _should be matched _by'
purchases from Germany diverted buying from American SI.1ppl1ú1'_S* . . . In competing
with these trading methods the U.S. exporters were greatly handicapped . . . We had
no vast rearmament programme like Germany's. Unemployment held down our con-

*This is the so-called ñbarter tradeò that N_azi Germany had introduced 1I1l;O"lô1CI' market
dealings throughout the world, and which, in turn, made the ñgold standard valueless.
It is also this barter trade method tha_t was one of the main factors in the declaration OI
war upon Germany by the ñdemocraticò powers of Great Britain and France.-MiG.7 .
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sumption of tropical foodstuffs . . . They (Latin America) furnish a market for 500-600
million of American products . . . Our investors have lent freely to the republics, and
our business men have large commitments in branch factories, in mines and "oil" wells,
and in pubhc utilities."

J The evidence we have presented makes it quite clear that the main cause
of the present warðjust as it was the cause of the last world warðis the
exploitation of markets by the industrialists of both the so-called ñdemocra-
ciesò and the Nazi and fascist powers. It is, then, this industrialist class
which alone stands to gain from all such wars, while the masses are the sole
losers. ~' r

This war can only be measured by the same standards as those by which
the anarchist movement has measured previous wars. Because a truth is
ñagedò it does not therefore become an untruth. It is only when one changes
oneôs beliefs and lacks the courage to admit it that such a change has to be
hidden by assuming a contemptuous attitude towards oneôs former principles.
And this is what we believe that Rudolf Rocker has proved himself guilty
of by his article ñThe Order of the H0ur.òô*

2  
ñEven though one is the bitterest opponent of the

present economic system, to assert that the present war is
being waged solely in the interests of capitalist groups is
such a twisting of the truth, that worse could not be
invented.òðRUi>oi.i= ROCKER.

We have already refuted the above contention, but we have by no
means exhausted the evidence that we intend to bring forward. So far we
have only cited markets and imperialism as factors that bring about war.
We shall now go on to deal with the other evil purposes that are served for
the capitalist system by armaments and war.

THE ARMAMENT INDUSTRY
The armament industry has been exposed many times; it has rightly been

called the ñMerchants of Death Industryò and it has been proved how inter-
national in scope it has been. But it is not out of place to point out here
that the armament factories of the fascist countries have, as partners, capitalist
investors from the ñdemocraticò countriesðjust as the armament factories in
the ñdemocraticò countries have, as part owners, capitalist investors from the
fascist countries. It is only in wartime that the supposedly enemy govern-
ments ñfreeze the assetsò of each other. The ñfreezingò however, is only for
the duration. When the peoplesô blood-bath ends, the ñmerchants of deathò
are given back their ñfrozen assets,ò plus their share of the proýts that have
accrued to the armament plants during the war.

A striking illustration of the international way in which capitalism runs
the armament industry, is given in an Associated Press wire of January 9th,
1942. It relates the testimony given at Washington, D.C., by Assistant

-a"See appendix. 8
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Attorney General Thurman Arnold before a House Military Affairs Com-
mittee. We quote from this wire:

ñReluctant, he said, to single out any particular company, Arnold cited the cartel
arrangement by the Aluminium Company of America to control production of the metal
vital to the manufacture of planes. Through that arrangement, he said, the American
ýrm and the industry in Britain, Germany, Canada, France and Switzerland divided
the world into markets and decided how much aliuninium would be produced on a
percentage basis. He stressed again that the Aluminium Company of America was not
alone in participating in cartels.ò

Another example of the close relationship between the powers that rule
the people and the armament industry was recently given by the ñre-organisa-
tionò of the General Aniline and Film Corporati0nða German organised
industry in the U.S., which is one of the largest producers of defence
chemicals, dyes and photographic equipment. In order to cover up the large
German element in the ownership, the ýrm added to its board of directors
such people as former Judge John E. Mack, of the New York Supreme
Court, and William C. Bullitt, former Ambassador to Franceðboth of whom
are close to the Roosevelt administration.

"ENEMY" GOVERNMENTS AND ARMS
SUPPLIES

Having shown how internationally-minded the capitalists in charge of
the armament industry are, little surprise will be caused by the fact that
these same people sell the sinews of war-ðfor cashðto both ñfriendò and
ñfoeò alike. Let us give some illustrations of how this is carried out.

The United States government has professed to be a friend of the
Chinese people, and has sold arms and even provided ñadvisoryò generals
throughout their present war with Japan. The reasons for this unusual
friendship have, of course, already been pointed outðChina is a prospective
market for the American capitalists. But has this friendship for China
stopped the armament industry of the United Statesðwith the connivance of
the Governmentðfrom also supplying arms to the Japanese? Not at all!

Bulletin No. 10, I941, of the U.S. Department of Commerce, supple- ô
mented by release of May 22nd, I941, reveals that in I940 the United
States supplied Japan with 22,667,000 barrels of petroleum and its products,
to a value of $54,000,000. And in the ýrst three months of 1941, Japan
bought from the U.S. 713,000 barrels of the same products. The same
Bulletin also reveals that in 1940 Japan was sold by the U.S. 963,000 tons
of scrap iron and steel. Reginald Sweetland, writing in The Chicago Daily
News of January 3rd, 1942, on ñWar Supplies and Economy,ò sums up the
consequences of this sort of double-dealing, when he says:ð

ñJapan has always lacked raw materials, and we have always supplied them in
generous quantities. The Japanese have generously paid us cash, or sold us silk and
we called them honest business men . . . Japan . . . got what it could, stored and
hoarded. The present war is being fought with those stored materials.ò

This by no means completes the picture however. The United States
was unofýcially at war with the fascist countries from almost the ýrst day
of hostilities, and one would therefore suppose that no goods would be
supplied to the enemy. But a very different picture is given by a series of
articles by I. F. Stone in the New York paper P.M. We quote from one of
these articles, which appeared in the issue of November 17th, 1941:

ñWhile other oil shipments _t0 Spain may be defended as merely a supply of
Spainôs own minimum needs, shipments of aviation lubricating oil in the last three
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