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Smolny [Institute]

SPECIAL REPORT

In the village of Zalychye, Zalychsky raion, Leningrad Oblast on May 1 [1936] timely 
measures were taken to arrest citizen GERASIMOV Ivan Sergeyevich – a baker at the 
RAIPO [Raion Consumer Co-operative], who was intending to take part in a First of May 
demonstration with anarchist slogans and a black flag.

During the arrest of GERASIMOV a black flag was seized, concealed under the hem 
of his jacket. Under interrogation, GERASIMOV declared that he had been an anarcho-
communist since 1917 and that he wanted to address the demonstration as an anarchist, 
and display the black flag as the banner of anarchy. GERASIMOV also intended “to appeal 
to the people to struggle with the Communist Party and Soviet power.”

The investigation continues.
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Ivan Sergeyevich Gerasimov was born in the Kashinsky district of Tversk province around 1880. From a 
peasant family, he received only an elementary education. He lived in the town of Kashin, where he worked as 
a pastry-cook. An anarcho-communist from 1917, he belonged to the Kashin Federation of Anarchists. He was 
the author of a poem entitled “On the Death of P. A. Kropotkin,” published in the journal Vol’naya zhizn [Free 
Life] in 1921. [Research by A. V. Dubovik]


